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Encampment Proceedings 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 6th, 1926 


The Forty-fourth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, was called to order at 2.05 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 6, 1926 by Division Commander Henry F. Weiler, 
in Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 

The following were appointed for special duty during the Encamp- 
ment:—Guide, Com. C. A. White (48); Color Bearer, Asst. Organizer 
G. B. Stratton (70); Musicians, Alt. W. F. Nutter (4) and C. H. Prescott 
(61); Guards, P. C., G. W. Clapp (44); P. C., L. W. Knox (15); Com. 
C. J. Snyder (39); Del. N. Allair (60); Alt. J. E. Locke (52); Del. E. B. 
Price (28); Del. B. Nash (48); Del. H. M. Bisbee (48). 

The doors of the Encampment having been ordered closed, the 
current pass-word and countersign were taken up by the Guide and Color 
Bearer, assisted by P. C., E. P. Hawes (35) and P. C., W. P. Hanners (6). 


Prayer by Division Chaplain 

Rev. A. A. Bronsdon:—‘Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, 
gracious and wonderful giver of life, and all its tokens and blessings; 
hallow to us, we pray thee, the memory of the service of men to Country, 
to home, and to Flag. Bear in upon our hearts just now, the conscious 
remembrance of the love of God for all mankind. We invoke Thy blessing 
upon this Encampment, its officers, and all in attendance. Draw around 
our lives Thy continual blessing, the very love of our hearts, until our 
lives shall be large in service and in ministry to God, to home, to Country 
and to lag. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.’’ 


ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 


Tues. Wed. Wed- 

P.M. P.M. P.M. 
Division Commander,  H. F. Weiler (79).......... 1 1 1 
Senior Vice Commander, C. H. Richardson (5) . 0 0 0 
Junior Vice Commander, N. H. White (113).. 1 1 1 
W. T. Darling (25).... 1 1 1 
Division Council, W. T. McDonald (67) 1 1 a 
C. A. Parker (30) l® 1 1 
Chaplain, Rey. A. A. Bronsdon (124)... 1 1 1 
Secretary, W.L. Anderson (79)....... 1 1 1 
Treasurer, F. B. Bolton (46). . 1 1 1 
Counselor, 0 0 0 
Patriotic Instructor, Col. F. G. Bauer (51).. 1 1 0 
Organizer, Dr. E. W. Homan (34) 1 1 1 
Publicity Secretary, W. H. Libbey (127)... 1 1 1 
Musician, C. F. Maxwell (16)... 0 0 1 
Assistant Organizer, G. B. Stratton (70)........ 1 1 1 


B. Stratton (70) 
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ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES 


Credentials:—W. L. Anderson (79); N. B. Austin (14);,W. W. 
Peckham (133); G. E. Whitney (53); D. KX. Colgate (66). 


Ritual and Ceremonies:—Col. F. G. Bauer (51); D. C. Staples (147); 
W. T. Darling (25); F. E. Barrows (132). 


Resolutions:—H. H. Hale (5); G. W. Clapp (44); F. N. Cox (59); 
W. W. Stone (54); E. F. Atwood (69). 


Constitution and Regulations:—I’. V. Bell (79); N. BE. Giles (6); 
E. W. Eaton (109); A. G. Wolff (89); F. P. Hawes (35). 


Officers’ Reports:—G. E. Hunt (67); C. H. E. Moran (60); F. L. 
Kirchgassner (56); W. E. Choate (6); H. D. Sisson (108). 


Press:—W. H. Libbey (127); C. H. Richardson (5); H. M. Drown 
(80); J. A. Metcalf (1); B. T. Dexter (9). 


GREETINGS COMMITTEES 


Grand Army:—G. Richardson (46); Col. F. G. Bauer (51);' E. F. 
Atwood (69); G. B. Stratton (70); A. G. Wolff (89). 


Woman’s Relief Corps:—J. H. Wentworth (31); H. H. Hale (5); 
A. M. Spear (6); C. M. Appleton (72); G. R. Beckman (75). 


Army Nurses:—J. T. Wellington (47); E. H. Dalton (6); J. Be 
Doyle (14). 


Sons of Union Veterans’ Auxiliary:—I. E. Bolton (46); Dr. E. W. 
Homan (34); N. H. White (113); Rev. A. A. Bronsdon (124); L. H. 
Palmer (79). 


Daughters of Union Veterans:—F. E. Upham (52); C. A. White (48); 
J. E, Wilcox (3); W. L. Walcott (5); N. B. Austin (14). 


Ladies of the G. A. R.:—A. C. Drew (15); L. A. Coleman (7); G. EB. 
Whitney (53); H. H. Bazin (51); G. F. Brady (81). 
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REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 


1st 2nd Final Net 

Listed Roll Call Roll Call Roll Call 
Past Commanders-in-Chief.. . . 5 1 2 3 
Past Division Commander.... 28 12 146: 15 
Division Officers... ......... 11 7 8 9 
Camp Commanders. . 149 17 32 AT 
Past Camp Commanders. . 1485 66 110 167 
Delegates... . 336 66 101 120 
PA GErDAteS. «S:.).12 ct levecls SAS 336 12 23 37 
2350 181 290 398 


READING OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS 


Junior Vice Division Commander N. H. White presided during the 
reading of the report of the Division Commander, Henry F. Weiler- 
At the conclusion of the reading of the Division Commander’s report, the 
Division Commander resumed command. P. D. C., F. V. Bell moved 
that the reports of all other officers and committees be referred to the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports without reading. It was so voted. 

The reports being on hand in printed form, they were then distributed 
to all present. Hl 
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Report of Division.Commander 
HENRY F. WEILER, CAMP 79, MELROSE 


Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 

The inexorable flight of time brings us together for the forty-fourth 
time in Division Encampment, to consider and act upon matters per- 
taining to the administration of the affairs of the Order in the Division 
of Massachusetts, as well as to plan and to legislate for the future. 

The mere fact that we have existed, and to a degree prospered, for 
forty-four years should be sufficient evidence that there is merit in our 
principles and objects. That we still attract many lineal decendants 
of the veterans of the Civil War to our ranks, shows that others see an 
advantage in joining with us,—and the fact that we occupy a field entirely 
different and unique from that of any other organization, warrants our 
continued efforts to make our Order greater and more effective. 

It is with some genuine regret that I am unable to report to you a 
marked membership increase, but then, mere membership figures are so 
deceiving that we often forget that it is deeds that really count, and that 
small but well-organized groups always lead in great’ movements of any 
Kind. It is true that a larger membership will provide a larger income, 
and this we could surely make good use of, but for our immediate needs 
a similar result would obtain if our Camps would more aggressively, yet 
tactfully, collect the dues that are already outstanding, and also by fixing 
somewhat higher admission fees and dues. Too many times, I fear, 
our Order is catalogued as cheap, in an undesirable sense, because we place 
such a low price on membership in it, as compared with other Orders 
which have no more to give in return. 

My experience in the Order has convinced me that the applicants 
who would be an asset to the Order, would willingly pay more than is 
now required for admission fees and dues, and would retain their interest 
longer as a consequence. No one can long maintain respect for a Camp 
or any organization that is continuously on the verge of bankruptcy, and 
does not have energy or ambition enough to improve its condition. It 
is a pleasure to be able to report that our Division has improved its finan- 
cial position, and also that the reports of the Camp Treasurers show an 
increase in the total amount in the hands of the various Camps. 

During the year, I have ina thousand ways made use of the slogan, 
“A Bigger and Better Division” and have tried to make application of 
this to each Camp, especially in the hope that the latent Camps and 
members would do something out of the ordinary for their Order. It 
has been a favorite method of mine to attach the designation of “a flat 
tire’ to those members and committees that fail to function properly, 
and this comparison is too obvious to escape its fitness in numerous cases. 
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GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


Our ideal and inspiration, the veteran of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, continues his march toward the golden sunset; his Comrades 
leave their places in the ranks in response to the call to greater duty by 
their supreme Commander-in-Chief. Now, if ever, we must. solidify 
our ranks, strengthen our foundations, and plan for the future in a most 
far-sighted way. The critical and experienced eyes of the father look upon 
the son to judge of his sincerety, and his ability to meet the situation in 
true man-fashion. Surely few things are more worth working for than to 
earn the respect of the Grand Army Veterans, both for deeds actually 
performed, and the assurances that we will “carry on’. ape 

Only a month after the election of Department Commander William 
L. Gage, we were called upon to express our sympathy in a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers placed upon his funeral bier. In true soldier fashion, 
the next in command, Henry N. Comey, stepped into the vacant place 
in the line as the leader of Department. He has won the love and respect 
of all those who have had the rare pleasure of being in any way associated 
with him. 

True, his organization does not now consist of the many thousands 
of young and able-bodied men as it did a short time ago, but rather of a 
scattered few, truly revered figures who still command the unforgetting 
respect of those who know them, and of their life’s record. No oppor 
tunity to speak a kind word or perform some thoughtful act should be 
overlooked in our associations with this, our ideal organization, the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS f 

Second only to that for the Grand Army of the Republic, is our high 
regard to the other “parent” organization, the Woman’s Relief Corps. 
Surly, here is a group of loyal women whose works loom large in our 
patriotic world, and in their service to the Veteran of the Civil War they 
have given well over half a century of unselfish effort. Our reverent 
respect goes to the splendid Order which has been so capably led during 
the past year, by Mrs. Bertha W. Walker. My personal and official 
contacts with her and her officers have been very pleasant, and Tam de- 
lighted to count among my sincere and valued friends, Mrs. Walker and 
a very large number of her officers and members. Without the inspira~ 
tion of that Order, and the motherly care given to many of our Camps, 
our Organization would be the poorer. 


OUR AUXILIARY 


Next to our priceless heritage of patriotic blood, our most valuable 
asset, in my opinion , is our Auxiliary, This organization is one with 
which I have become intimately acquainted, and have studied at close 
range for many years. No words of praise for its officers, personnel or 
deeds would be too extravagant, nor would I hesitate to make any recom- 
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mendations that I thought might add to its success. I am convinced 
that their success and our success are inter-dependent. 

Composed, as our Auxiliary is, of our nearest and dearest kinfolks, 
a Camp without such loyal and tireless supporters is now functioning at 
its best. Our strongest and best Camps, almost without exception, can 
testify to the immense value of an Auxiliary to assist them and encourage 
them in their patriotic endeavors. 

Mrs. Margaret F. Anderson, their Division President, by her ability, 
dignity and queenly grace has made an ideal leader, and by her sincerity 
and earnestness has deservedly won our love and respect. We have 
worked side by side the past year, as though working for one organization, 
through discouragement and successes, and I am sure that it is no ex- 
aggeration when I say that she and her associates have done much in the 
way of helpmeets, and returned to us manifold any little acts of kindness 
that we may have shown them. 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS’ 


It has been my pleasure during the past year, to be associated with 
Mrs. Helen A. Phinney, Department President: of our sister Organization. 
Upon a number of occasions when I have been present at meetings and 
gatherings of this Order, I have been impressed with the fact that this 
active, patriotic, growing organization is worthy of our highest regard 
and should properly receive our co-operation. 

2 Side by side, our Camps work with Tents of Daughters of Union 
Veterans, and for the same objects. In a great many cases the fraternal 
and patriotic features are mutual. Wherever a Camp and Tent are 
located together, a most cordial friendship should exist, and together 


they can thus carry out more effectually the principles of fraternity and 
patrioism. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


This Organization, although somewhat smaller in numbers than 
many of the others, is imbued with an intense patriotism, and has become 
a very important factor as a part of the Grand Army’s patriotic family. 
Their Circles have been very friendly to our Order, and haye made it 
possible for our members to receive an associate membership and a wel- 
come to their meetings. 

In Mrs. Eva Phillips I have found a most gracious and capable co- 
worker, and what few occasions I have had to observe her organization, 
have convinced me that they are worthy of our highest respect and assist- 
ance. 


DIVISION OFFICERS 


The officers of the Division that have served with me during the 
year just closing have been members of proven ability, and have all ‘‘made 
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good” at their appointed tasks. There is such a debt of gratitude due to 
all of them for all that they have done to help make the administration 
successful, that no words at my command could even partly express my 
thanks. 

Senior Vice Commander, Charles H. Richardson and Junior Vice 
Commander Ned H. White, have no constitutional duties definitely 
assigned to them, but each has taken hold of the work in his respective 
locality and as you will observe from their reports and the condition of 
their own and their neighboring Camps, have made their offices of service 
to the Division, and not honorary alone, as is so often the case. 

The Division Council, composed of William T. Darling, William 
T. McDonald and Cornelius A. Parker have capably performed every 
duty assigned to them and in addition have had a number of difficult 
and unusual matters referred to them for adjudication. There has been 
no discordant note between the Division Council and the executive officers 
of the Division. These three Brothers have earned my admiration, and 
haye at all times taken good care of the Division’s interests. 

Division Chaplain, Rev. Allen A. Bronsdon, beloved by every one 
of us, has again given liberally of himself to the service of the Order. 
Being somewhat handicapped in being not often near the activities of 
the Division, he has still made his wonderful influence for good felt upon 
our heart-strings, and has again pointed out our solemn and sacred duties 
of the Memorial times, and given us inspiration in the work of the Order. 

Division Secretary William L. Anderson, has been my right-hand 
man and he has capably administered the difficult office to which he 
was appointed. A Brother with an unbounded enthusiasm for the Order, 
and with a wife no less enthusiastic in her work for our Auxiliary, he has 
given to the Division during the past year, all or more than we might 
reasonably expect. Never in the least’ unwilling to accept any task, 
always cheerful in his manner; it has been a privilege and a great pleasure 
to be so closely associated with him in our respective tasks, which by 
chance are exactly reversed from those of only three years ago. I con- 
sider myself and the Division most fortunate that he would accept the 
position, and am well satisfied that he has done everything that he could 
to serve the Division. 

The Division Treasurer, Fred E. Bolton, has filled his position of 
trust in the most approved fashion. The finances of the Division have 
ever had his watchful attention, and his counsel and adyice on matters 
affecting the funds, have been particularly valuable. That he had an 
unlimited interest in the welfare of the Division need not even be stated, 
for it is axiomatic. 

The Division Counselor, Perey G. Bolster, has not been called upon 
many times to furnish counsel, which fact in itself indicates that the 
Order has had a smooth course. His work on the Past Rank Committee 
and in supplying legal opinions in the past, have earned our high regard 
for his interest and ability. 2 

Col. Frederick Gilbert Bauer has honored the office of Patriotic 
Instructor, and several times has been detailed to represent the Division 
when a patriotic message was needed. Those who haye been privileged to 
hear him address gatherings, have learned to have a profound respect 
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for his fund of patriotic knowledge, and his ability to make the subject 
interesting to any group of persons. As chairman of the Committee 
to arrange the plans for the Initiation in Faneuil Hall, Boston, on March 
29th, he has given a great amount of time and attention toward making 
this affair a great and inspiring lesson. 

Division Organizer, Dr. Ernest W. Homan, has given a great amount 
of time and service to the Division, and while the number of new Camps 
organized during the year may not seem large, still it will probably out- 
number those organized in other Divisions, while several other new Camps 
in process of formation, will be left for the succeeding administration 
to complete. An additional duty was given to the Division Organizer 
when he was appointed as chairman of the Division Good of the Order 
Committee, and in this capacity he has done much to make possible 
the many things successfully accomplished by that Committee. My 
most sincere thanks are extended to him, and if necessary to state it, I 
want every member of the Division to know that in Brother Homan, 
our Division has a faithful, capable worker, with a pure-gold heart and 
a long record of real devotion to the Division. I hope that the Division 
may enjoy his service for many, many years. 

Wilfred H. Libbey has given us another year of able service as Pub- 
licity Secretary. Each month, the columns of the “Banner’’, our official 
paper, contain numerous well-writen articles gleaned by him from a mass 
of un-edited material and local news-clippings sent by the Camps or 
gathered fr other sources. In a position subject to severe and usually 
unjust criticism, he deserves our highest approbation. Personally I 
cannot find suitable words to express my gratitude to him. 

Division Musician, Charles F. Maxwell has not been called upon 
often to perform his melodious duties, but has upon several occasions 
placed his skill as a musician at our disposal, and in addition has done 
his full share in making his Camp a more valuable factor in the Order. 

Particularly to Assistant Di on Organizer George B. Stratton, 
do I feel a great obligation. He has worked like a very trojan to organize 
upon Cape Cod, and in its vicinity. He has been quite successful in his 
efforts, as well as in making Camp 70, of Bourne, one of the leading, 
member-getting Camps during the past two years. I think that Iam 
in no way overstating the facts when I say that Brother Stratton has 
seemed to be the hardest-hitting, quick-action result-getter in the Divi- 
sion. He has done the seemingly impossible by putting new and active 
Camps where almost any of us would have admitted that it could not be 
done. With a few Strattons, we would have a Division the equal of the 
whole of the rest of the Order. He tells me that he has just begun to work. 


DISTRICT COMMANDERS 


The District Commander System has now been tried for two years, 
and a close study of this system convinces me that it is too valuable to 
discontinue, and can be developed considerably. It is largely a question 
of securing members who are willing to give to the Order greater service 
than to one Camp alone, and more comparable to that of a Division Com- 
mander. 
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Irealize that this system is still in an experimental stage; in fact, no 
provision has yet been made for it in the by-laws of the Division. Iam of 
the opinion that this should be so provided, and if possible that some 
al’o~ance for necessary expense be arranged, and would so inagormanenl, 

The District Commanders of the 16 Districts into which the Division 
has been divided during the past year, have almost to a man done con- 
spicious service for the Division, and I believe that all have felt the aeagaee 
sibilities of their positions and have tried to make themselves a power 
for good in their respective Districts. I cannot here itemize their good 
works, nor thank each one individually, but they have been a greater 
factor than almost any other in making it possible to report a successful 
administration. 


COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS 


Our Division is fairly well covered with County Associations, pat- 
terned after similar organizations of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and the Woman’s Relief Corps. There is a great opportunity for these 
Associations, acting with the District Commanders, to help weak Camps, 
and to spread the spirit of fraternity among members of many Camps- 
Hardly any of these Associations have been fully developed, but under 
far-visioned leadership, they can be a power for good. Their growth 
should be encouraged and stimulated. 


COMMITTEES 


In addition to the Standing Committees of the Division, it has been 
neces: y to appcint a number of committees to carry out votes of ihe 
previous Division Encampment, and to give proper attention to other 
matters that have come to my attention. I am pleased to report that the 
Committees have invariably taken up their duties enthusiastic ly, and 
have carried out their work efficiently and promptly. Hardly a committee 
that has been appointed has failed to turn out all of its members when 
a mecting of the Committee has been called. When you read the reports 
of the Committees as printed, you will appreciate the thoroughness of 
these committees, and the ability of the chairmen. A list of the com- 
mittees referred t» is attached. 

Committee for Chairman 


Gov. John A. Andrew Home, F. L. Kirchgassner, 56 
Information about Gov. J. A. Andrew Home, F. V. Bell, 79 
Encampment Reception and Ball W. L. Anderson, 79 
Past Rank P. G. Bolster, 46 
Woman’s Relief Corps Fair G. R. Beckman, 75 
Daughters of Union Veterans Fair T. J. Berry, 39 
Fraternal Relations E. F. Atwood, 69 
Faneuil Hall Initiation Col. F. G. Bauer, 51 
S. U. V. Day at Soldiers Home A. A. Quinn, 81 
Encampment Procedure F. V. Bell, 79 
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GOOD OF THE ORDER COMMITTEE 


In the belief that fraternity might be stressed in the Division, as 
well as in the Camps, -an unofficial committee was appointed in the early 
Summer, and designated as the Division Good of the Order Committee, 
The Division Organizer, .Dr. Ernest W. Homan, accepted the chairmanship 
of this committee and enrolled as members of the Committee all of the 
Division Officers, District Commanders, Camp Cammanders, Past Divi- 
sion Commanders and a selected list of about 100 members of various 
Camps over a wide area. The first meeting was called on June 20th to 
consider the possibilities. Those who responded to the call were quick 
to endorse the plan and promise their support. Subsequently, eight 
other meetings of the general committee were held to take up various 
phases of the work. The plan seems to have stood the test, and to have 
resulted in some good for the Order. 

Several sub-committees were selected. The first one to operate 
was the one to run a Harbor Excursion, of which George R. Beckman, 75, 
was chairman. The Harbor Excursion held August 15th, at Nantasket 
Beach was enjoyed by a gathering of members and friends estimated 
at over 1,000. From the time that the party gathered at the South 
Station, Boston, and marched behind a band to the steamboat, until 
after the sports on the beach, the beauty contest, and the return trip was 
completed at sunset, everyone seemed to have a most enjoyabl> time. 
Weather conditions were ideal. The regular round-trip rate of 70 cents 
was charged, and the committee did well to report a balanced account, 
after paying the expenses of the Band and printing out of the discount 
given by the steamboat company and for the sale of hat-bands at 10 cents 
each. 

A late-Summer Dance was arranged by a sub-committee, of which 
Fred E. Upham, 52, was chairman. This was held at the Nautical Ball- 
Room, Revere Beach, on October 7th, 200 members and their friends 
attended this party and seemed to have a jolly good time. Souvenir 
paper hats were given to everyone. The price of the tickets was con- 
siderably smaller than the regular rates for this beautiful dance hall, 
still the affair was managed so the the Committee was able to report a 
small balance after* paying all expenses. / 

A Father and Son Banquet was planned for Veterans’ Night, Novem- 
ber 19th, but on account of conflict with the observances planned by 
many Camps, it was postponed until Lincoln’s Birthday and held in con- 
junction with the annual Banquet of the Past Commanders Association. 

Plans of the Committee included many other features that were 
not carried out in full, but this experiment has shown to me that there 
is value to the Order in the operation of such a committee, and conse- 
quently I am glad to recommend that a Division Good of the Order 
Committee be appointed for the succeeding year. 


PUBLICITY 


Our Order does not always receive the benefit of desirable publicity 
as much as it should, and in many cases it is only because we fail to see 
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and grasp the opportunities. I am an advocate of dignified publicity, in 
keeping with the tenets of our Order. During the past year I have tried 
to encourage anything that would be of this character. This is a great 
field, almost undeveloped. 

There are many Camps that secure plenty of good publicity by 
co-operating with their local papers, and I have yet to learn of a case 
where a newspaper will decline interesting articles pertaining to our 
Order, its activities, or the things that we are interested in, if given to 
them in a form which they can use. I feel that the Order has been well 
treated in all cases where we have taken the trouble to prepare good 
“copy” and supply suitable pictures and interesting incidents. 

In addition to numerous articles given to the Boston newspapers 
eyery week, we have sent copies of the Division Orders, circulars and 
pamphlets to these papers and supplied them with pictures of members, 
and advised.them of events which they might find interesting enough to 
report. Our Harbor Excursion resulted in a quantity of newspaper 
articles and pictures. 

Under the direet charge of Division Secretary W. L. Anderson, 
several radio programs have been given on patriotic days from Station 
WBZ. These have resulted in a great number of responses from all over 
the Country and Canada, and have been heard in England and Scotland, 
and acknowledged. These programs have been highly creditable to 
the Order and ought to be continued and developed as part of a publicity 
program. I am glad to recommend that a series of radio programs be 
arranged, and that an appropriation of $100.00 be made to meet a part 
of the expense. 

To develop the opportunity that good publicity affords, I recommend 
that a Committee on Publicity be appointed, to include the Division 
Publicity and two others. 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 


The past year has seen a number of matters come before the State 
Legislature and the National Congress, in which we should properly 
take an active interest. Among these are the Elliott Pension Bills in 
Congress and the Bills for a State Memorial Building and to restrict 
certain sports on Memorial Day, before our State Legislature. All of 
these Bills are now in progress through these legislative bodies. 7 

The Elliott Pension Bill has been the subject of articles in our official 
paper “The Banner’ and letters have been sent from the Division Head- 
quarters to all Camps outlining a manner in which our interest might be 
used to help make this Bill successful in securing an increase in the pension 
of the Civil War Veterans. : 

There has been interest shown for some time for a State Memorial 
Building in Boston, in honor of the men from Massachusetts who served 
the Nation in time of war and preferably located on the ground adjoining 
the State House. We can heartily endorse this measure and work toward 
its passage. Your Division Commander spoke at the hearing on this 
Bill as did representatives of a number of other patriotic Orders. 
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Another Bill, to restrict certain sports on Memorial Day is before 
our State Legislature and in addition to our endorsement, has the back- 
ing of the Grand Army, Spanish War Veterans and World War Veterans. 
It will be passed only if enough interest can be shown to make the demand 
for such a law felt by our representatives. 

We have no Legislative Committee at present, but in view of the 
fact that matters such as these are continually coming before our law- 
making bodies and that we often have proposals of our own along’similar 
lines, I recommend thataLegislative Committee be appointed each year 
to give proper attention to all legislative matters of possible interest to 
our Order. 


DIVISION BY-LAWS 

The Division. Bylaws, as adopted in 1913, will soon require some 
attention and perhaps no time is better than the present to take up this 
matter. The National Encampment, to be held next August will un- 
doubtedly make many changes in the Ritual, Constitution and Regula- 
tions. The new name, when ratified, should be written into our Division 
By-laws, the provisions for fees of members has long been obsolete, and 
the requirements for bonding the Division Officers do not agree with the 
requirements of the Commander-in Chief. These matters, together 
with any changes that the next National Encampment may make, war- 
rants early attention to, and some revision of the present Division By- 
Laws. 

I recommend that a committee on revision of By-Laws be appointed 
and make report at the next Division Encampment. 


GOV. JOHN A. ANDREW HOME ASSOCIATION 


The previous Division Encampment had before it a recommenda- 
tion of the Gov. John A. Andrew Home Committee requesting an appro- 
priation of $200.00. The Committee to which the recommendation 
was referred, saw fit to recommend that only $100.00 be appropriated, 
and after some debate and an effort to secure more information about 
the Home the matter was dropped without any vote having been recorded 
upon either recommendation. 

Believing that the Division Encampment wished to take some action 
upon this, I referred the whole matter to the Division Council, a hearing 
was held after notifying all members known to be interested, and the 
Division Council then authorized the payment of the larger sum recom- 
mended. This, they believe, represented the will of the Encampment. 


G. A. R. FUND 
Established some years ago as a Fund upon which the Grand Army 
might draw should occasion require, we have today the sum of $5,164.72, 


earning interest of about $230.00 per year. It seems to me that the time 
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has arrived when we might, to very good advantage, use some of this 
Fund for the purpose originally intended without waiting for, or expect- 
ing the Grand Army to call upon us for it—in fact, there is serious doubt 
that they will ever do so. I suggest no better use can be made of this 
money than to relieve the Posts of the Massachusetts Department, 
Grand Army of the Republic, from their percapita tax. The present 
rate paid by the Posts to the Massachusetts Department headquarters 
is at the rate 30 cents per member, which on a present membership of 
about 2,500 amounts to approximately $750.00 per year. Obviously, 
as the membership is diminishing at a fairly rapid rate, the amount will 
diminish each year in an increasing ratio. 

Accordingly, I would recommend that we offer to take over the per 
capita tax of every Grand Army Post in Massachusetts for all time to 
come, pledging our entire G. A. R. Fund and resources for the purpose, 
and that we make immediate payment of the allotment for the coming 
year. 


INSPECTION 


Figures gleaned from the Inspection System will be found included 
in the report of the Division Secretary, and these figures deserve a great 
deal of study. They come as near as is possible to expressing the actual 
condition of the Camps of the. Division. 

Tam firmly convinced that there is much good in our system of in- 
spection and that a great deal more is possible by giving more attention 
to the preparation and the following-up of this visit of the inspecting 
officer. In a great many cases, extra effort is made to secure candidates 
for the inspection meeting, and to whip the initiation service and Camp 
books into good shape. Anything that will-centre interest on the initia- 
tion work and the proper administration of the Camp, surely is worth 
while. After the report is filed by the inspecting officer, some effort 
should be made to compliment the deserving Camps, and to correct the 
defective points in the other Camps. In a small way, I have tried to do 
this, but find that more time and study is necessary that a Division 
Commander or Division Secretary can well give. 

There is urgent need of an officer to arrange for and carry out the 
plan of inspection and to follow-up the reports when received, I would 
recommend that an officer be designated as Division Inspector and that 
the work incidental to the inspection of Camps be assigned to him. 


OLD IRONSIDES 


A great nation-wide movement is on foot to raise funds for the preser- 
vation of the Frigate “Constitution”, affectionately known as “Old 
Tronsides”. Small contributions have been asked from school children 
and people in all walks of life. A number of Camps have responded 
in varying amounts and it is hoped that the Camps not already on the 
following list will be heard from:soon. 
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VISITATIONS 


One of the greatest pleasures that comes with serving as your Division 
Commander, is the opportunity to travel to every section of the Division 
and meet and greet the many splendid members of the Camps. So far 
as possible I have tried to answer every call and have attended numeroug 
gatherings of all kinds, as the representative of the Division. 

With all the pleasure that goes with it, there is also a severe tax on 
one’s time and strength, as those who have preceeded me can so readily 
testify. With a half-dozen exceptions, I have been able to return home 
the same night from these visitations and these exceptions have been times 
when members of the Order have entertained me over night. I have 
incurred no hotel expense whatever and have done practically all of my 
travelling by automobile. On numerous occasions I have arrived home 
just about sunrise, after driving practically all night. 

In addition to visitations within the Division, I have had occasion 
to represent the Division at the Division Encampments in Rhode Island 
and Maine, at the National Encampment in Grand Rapids, Mich., at 
the Reception to the Division Commander of the Maine Division, at 
Sanford, Maine. I hope that in some way a contribution may have been 
made to make our Division and Order a little bigger and also better. 


OUR NEW NAME 

Since the National Encampment in September, 1925, we have been 
trying to adapt ourselves to the new name of the Order as voted at that 
time, viz., ‘Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War’. I know that some 
have felt that the new name was too long, but these should be reminded 
that the former name, when used in full was even longer:—‘Sons of 
Veterans, United States of America”’. 

The Commander-in-Chief has requested that action be taken by 
this Division Encampment amending the By-laws of the Division to change 
the name to “Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War’’ wherever the name 
appears, I trust that the request of the Commander- in-Chief will receive 
appropriate action. 


Iu Memoriant 
ALBERT C. BLAISDELL 


On November 14, 1925, Past Division Commander Albert C. Blaisdell, 
transferred his membership into the eternal Camp, and left to us his 
cherished memory. Since he became a member of Camp 78, of Lowell, 
on June 20, 1888, he has never failed to demonstrate an active interest 
in the Order. In 1893, he served the Massachusetts Division as its Com- 
mander with great credit. His record of good work and loyalty to the 
Order is secure. We mourn his loss and will miss him from our fraternity. 
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IN CONCLUSION 


The time for mingled pleasure and regret has come. Pleasure that 
80 many members and friends have so loyally worked with me for the 
welfare of the Order, and that so many new friends have been made and 
old friendships more firmly entrenched. Regret that we must here 
separate to travel along different paths again. No time can erase the 
pleasant features of the past year, as your official representative. There 
have been very many instances that called for a great degree of grate- 
fulness that I have felt entirely unable adequately to acknowledge. 

I hope that I have not too greatly disappointed those who were 80 
enthusiastic and persistent in elevating me to this position of great honor, 
as your leader, yet servant. The year of service has been given unselfishly, 
just as surely as has the assistance that has been freely given by my 
associate officers, committees and members. 

My faith in the integrity of the Massachusetts Division is as great 
as it ever has been and I stand ready to further serve you in the years 
that are to come, just as willingly and perhaps more capably, than in the 
years that have passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY F. WEILER 
Division Commander 
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Report of Senior Vice Division 
Commander 


CHARLES H. RICHARDSON, CAMP 5, HUDSON 
Commander and Brothers of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


One year ago, when you elected me as your Senior Vice Commander, 
I fully realized the honor and confidence that you placed in me, which 
I deeply appreciated. 

During the Summer and early Fall, I made about twenty-five 
visits to our neighboring Camps, and was pleased to notice how hard they 
were striving to help make our Order a Bigger and Better one. 

In November I received my appointment as Deputy Sheriff, and with 
the duties of a Deputy, in connection with those of a Court Officer, it has 
been impossible for me to follow along and carry out the work as I had 
planned when I was elected, and it was with regret that I had to give up 
work in my home Camp. However, I hope the opportunity will arise 
at a time when I can put my shoulder to the wheel and do my bit toward 
the support of our beloved Order. iS 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. RICHARDSON, 
Senior Vice Commander 
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Report of Junior Vice Division 
Commander 


NED H. WHITE, CAMP 113, GREENFIELD 


Commander and Members of the Forty-Fourth Annual Encampment:— 


To say that I appreciate the Honor you gentlemen bestowed upon 
me at the last Encampment, when you elected me Junior Vice Division 
Commander would certainly be putting it very mild. However, it has 
often occurred to me during the past year that perhaps you were justias 
blind as to what you were doing as I was to what I was supposed to | = 
but this office is just the same as any other inasmuch as they are all jus' 
what we make them. 3 é 

- During the year I have made many visits to the various Camps in the 
western part of the State, I have also visited many of the Auxiliaries; in 
fact_I have made so many visits to the Camps and Auxiliaries with Mrs. 
White, and always the same'quantity of invited guests, that we got to be 
greeted as Ned White and his Harem. d 

But in all my visits I have been treated with the utmost respect em 
courtesy. Surely I have enjoyed the work very much and the past year 
has seemed tke shortest one of my life. 

As Commander of the Mohawk District I have promoted two a 
District Meet i 22, when we pu' 
on a class init he Division Com- 
mander and Division Secretary, for a speaker we had a Veteran who came 


held on September 19th. At this time we had a parade at four P- ae 
which was led by eleven Comrades of the G. A. R. who marched the entir 


Camps. . 

Camp No. 113 _ has organized a fine degree team, all uniformed my 
They have initiated two classes at home, one class of nine for CO eal 
and a class of six for the Camp at Brattleboro, Vt., this last on the invi' 3 
tion of Brother John Howe, Senior Vice Division Commander of vernon j 

In closing I wish to say that I am deeply interested in the Dis' ne 
Meeting idea and sincerely hope that interest along that line will not be 
allowed to dim and die, for I firmly believe that the more of our own Reise 
bers we know, the more of the Grand Army men we know, the more inter- 
ested we become in this great organization of ours. 

Yours, in F, C, and L., 
NED H. WHITE, 
Junior Vice Division Commander 
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Report of Division Council 


WILLIAM T. McDONALD, CAMP 67, ABINGTON 
WILLIAM T. DARLING, CAMP 25, WORCESTER 
CORNELIUS A. PARKER, CAMP 30, DORCHESTER 


To the Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 
The first meeting of the Division Council was held on April 16, 1925. 
William T. MacDonald was elected as Chairman and Cornelius A. 

Parker as Secretary. 

The Council held four meetings during the year at which the followi g 
business was transacted: 


Voted: 

‘That bonding insurance be placed upon the various officers and 
committees of the Encampment as follows: 

Division Commander—Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000). 
sion Treasurer—Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000). 
Division Secretary—One Thousand Dollars ($1,000). 
Treasurer of G. A. R, Fund—Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000). 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Committee—Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 


That the State Street Trust Company be designated as depository 

for funds. 

To continue the arrangement by which Brother John A. Harrison 

has the use of office, with the privilege of his name on the door, and a 
salary of $35.00 per month for clerical services. 

That the salary of the Division Secretary be fixed at $800, and that 
of the Division Treasurer at $50.00. 

That the following appropriations be made: 

Two Hundred Dollars ($200) for travelling expenses of Division 
Commander and his Staff. 

One Hundred Dollars ($100) for publicity expense. 

One Hundred Dollars ($100) for organization expense. 

That the Division Treasurer be instructed to negotiate for and execute 
lease of the Division Office in the Tremont Temple Building, at the same 
rental. 

To purchase a typewriter for Ten Dollars ($10) and expend Ten 
Dollars ($10) on repairs on same. 

To engage Lorimer Hall for the Encampment. 

That Camp 46, Roxbury, be paid one-half the expense of transporting 
veterans to Camp Devens on G. A. R. Day. 

To appropriate as follows: 

One Hundred Dollars ($100) additional to Commander's travelling 
expense account, and Fifty Dollars ($50) additional for organization 
expense. 
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To instruct the Division Decretary to purchase a Past Division 
Commander’s badge. 
That the Division Secretary be authorized to secure delegate ribbons. 


That the Division Secretary be authorized to have printed the 
Annual Reports of Committees and Officers for distribution at the Annual 
Encampment. 


That Division Secretary be instructed to secure a shorthand reporter 
to make records of proceedings of the Encampment. 

That the record of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment must be 
mailed to each member present at the Encampment. 

That the Commander be authorized to arrange for group photographs 
of Officers of the Encampment. 

That the Commander be authorized to engage quarters at the Hotel: 
Bellevue. 

That the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100) be appropriated for the 
Annual Encampment and Ball to be held jointly with the Auxiliary. 

That the Commander be authorized to expend not in excess of Thirty- 
fiye Dollars for Soldiers’ Home Day expenses, and not over Seventy-five 
Dollars (75) for expenses of Class Initiation at Faneuil Hall. 

To appropriate Nine and 75-100 Dollars ($9.75) to pay to Park Press 
of Worcester, bill contracted by L. J. Taylor, former District Commander, 
for the benefit of Division. 

It appeared that there was an ambiguity or omission in the records 
of the Forty-third Encampment as to the vote on appropriation for John 
A. Andrew Home and the Division Council gave a hearing on January 23, 
1926 to which the Standing Committee on John A. Andrew Home and the 
Special Investigating Committee were invited. Both Committees at- 
tended. 

: While it did not appear clearly from the records that any appro- 
priation was made, it was apparent that in the proposal for an increase 
from One Hundred Dollars ($100) to Two Hundred Dollars ($200) there 
had been no objection to the One Hundred Dollars ($100) appropriation, 
and it was apparent that in the appointment of the Special Investigating 
Committee it was generally thought that Two Hundred Dollars ($200) 
had been appropriated. 

In view of this fact and on reports of members of the Committee 
of conditions at the Home, it was voted that the sum of Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200) be appropriated, the same to include any amount which 
may have been voted at the Forty-third Annual Encampment, and not 
in addition thereto. 


The accounts of the Division were audited from time to time and 
found correct. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM T. McDONALD 
WILLIAM T. DARLING ~ 
CORNELIUS A. PARKER 
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Report of Division Chaplain 


REV. ALLEN A. BRONSDON, CAMP 124, EAST TEMPLETON 
Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Encampment:— 


Another year has passed in the life of our patriotic organization, and 
the labors of camps and members as related to Memorial Day is as follows: 


1. Number of Brothers in Good standing 8,681 
2. Number of Brothers participating in Memorial Day ex 4,295 
3. Number of Brothers armed and in line Memorial Day....... 702 
4. Number of Brothers uniformed and in line Memorial Day 2,346 
5. Number for Firing Squads furnished , 29 
6. Number Addresses by members of Sons of Union Veterans. . 160 
7. Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday services... . 2,522 
8. Number Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day 83 
9. Number Deaths in the Camps during the year... . 83 
10. Number Funerals attended in a oda ce AR. 160 
Ss. Us 55 

11. Number Burial services conducted G. A. R. 42 
—S. U. V. 27 


. Number Camps using Memorial Service— 


we 
asked of all Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. In the coming years 
we have unusual opportunity to perpetuate the patriotism of the G. A. R. 
by our devotion and attention to the proper observance of the Soldiers’ 
Holy Day—Memorial Day. 

All that the soldiers and sailors of the Civil War gave to’ their Coun- 
try and Flag is a sacred possession of the United States. Historians will 
give large place to a recital of their heroism, sacrifice and patriotism in 
1861-65. = 

The increasing duty of sons and daughters of veterans to the honored 
task of upholding all observances and traditions belonging to the G. A. R. 
affords our organization an unusual field of patriotic endeavor. Generous 
and loyal devotion to the task should so unite us that in the future years 
membership will be prized and sought for. ? 

The Division has felt the friendly labors and loyalty of Henry F. Weiler 
through recent years, and its strong growth, unusual initiative and leader- 
ship is due to his sterling qualificaticns as a man and a leader. As its 
Division Commander the past year he has contributed generously of 
strength, ability and time to its direction in an important year of its 
existence. ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’’. 

Let loyalty to our privileges as Sons of Patriots help us to be Keepers 

of the Faith of Patriotic Sires throughout all time. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ALLEN A. BRONSDON, 
Division Chaplain 
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Report of Division Secretary 


WILLIAM L. ANDERSON,’ CAMP. 79, MELROSE 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


After serving as Division Secretary for the past Division year, I have 
found that a great deal of energy is required, and many hours of tedious 
work every day to maintain the business of the office. AW, 

The equipment and system of this office is of a high standard, due 
to the efforts of Division Commander Weiler, who has previously served 
as Division Secretary for 15 years. The trying hours could be. made 
shorter and easier if Camp Commanders, Secretaries and Treasurers 


would use greater care the completion of théir quarterly reports and- 


send them to Headquarters within a week after the close of the Quarter, 
which is the rule of the Order. 


Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Division Commander Weiler 
for his untiring efforts in the interest of the Order. He has done his part, 
and the question remains:—Have we done ours? ey 9) 

There is a No. 2 Monarch typewriter and an Underwood Duplicator 
which are no longer used at the office, and I therefore n 

Recommend: No. 1, that the incoming Division Council put a price 
on both and offer them for sale. 

Recommendation No.2. That an adding machine (second-hand) 
be purchased for use by the Division Treasurer and Division Council. 

The following is a report of the business of this office transacted 
during the past year. I wish for my successor and his associate officers 
a year of progress and unselfish cooperation on the part of our membership. 


CONSOLIDATED CAMP REPORT 


Camps in good standing March 31, 1925 
Gained by organization 


Camps in good standing Dee. 31, 1925 


CAMPS GAINED 


Jonathan Hudson Camp No. 103, West Newbury, was organized 
April 23, 1925 by Division Organizer Dr. E. W. Homan, with 16 members. 

William G. Scandlin Camp No, 140, Grafton, was organized August 
19, 1925, by Division Organizer Dr. E. W. Homan, with 15 members. 

Sergt. Marcus M. Haskell Camp No. 112, was organized Sept. 21, 
1925, by Assistant Division Organizer George B. Stratton, with 15 
members. 

Franklin D. Hammond Camp No. 110, Chatham, was organized Nov. 
16, 1925, by Division Organizer Dr. E. W. Homan, with 22 members. 
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CONSOLIDATED MEMBERSHIP REPORT ea ae UL cani 
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Rank Camp No, Location 
Members in good standing March 31, 1925..............00efseees 9,337 ; ss eau ECT elena = 3 
Gained by: . Initiation Transfer Total S 38 BREE hess ibadsoonsts aboot ae 
4 37 Gardner... .177 
June quarter................ 157 14 171 f 
Se 5 11 Whitmans cs eee cence 174 
pt. quarter. . . . 122 2 124 wae: 168 
December quarter........... 167 4 171 6 48 - Northampton.........-+.++++- ae 
March quarter 144 5 149 615 7 15 Springfield... . ‘ 16. 
ER gb SP ROE ee = ar 8 150 New Bedford ............ -155 
210 9,952 9 52 Leominster............. +153 
y 10 5 Hudson... -150 
1 -78 Lowell. . 149 
Disband- Honorable 12 46 Roxbury . -139 
Lost by: ment Death Discharge Transfer Dropped Total 13 65 Athol... 33 attscocuhaen chee eek 122 
June quarter... — 19 17 6 142 184 14 67 Abington 118 
Sept. quarter — 23 7 3 80 113 15 79 Melrose... ie inaity stl nceny 118 
Dec. quarter — 33 26 9 171 239 16 109 Newburyport. ............0-00 116 
March quarter. — 49 23 10 224 306 17 44 Westfield. ... 112 
Ie | maa ae BIA — 18 92 Millbury. . 
842 19 4 Plymouth. 
: : 20 129 Haverhill. . : 
Members in good standing Mar. 31, 1926......---++-++-e see eeeee 9,110 a 58 Raney, “103 
22 81 Chelsea 2i), 2 a ae ee a -100 
23 45 Arlingtoniy 0 Seis epee - 96 
24 17 Brockton. . - 91 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP 25 59 Framingham? sreree seer eerie 91 
) Average HONORABLE MENTION 
Members . (For a Net Gain of 10 or More Members) 
eee Scnmander Camps Members Gain Loss Per Camp Wampin70) ‘Bourne®....)s1 S22 eae eee ete hers ie 43 members 
enney 128 4689 459 —— 36.63 35 New Bedford. A alt 
1908 Wentworth 132 5034 345 —— 38.13 48 Northampton. .B1 He 
1909 Cutler 133 5051 17 — 37.98 109 Newburyport. 26 w 
1910 Warren 134 5156 HOS. A 38.48 13!) Gréenfield.. see Gare Meer te nee Meee 250 
1911 Tucker 133 5503. 347° —— 41.38 103 West Newbury ct 
1912 Wellington 136 5814 cb —— 42.72 140 Grafton...... ie 
1913 Kirchgassner 138 6103 289 —— 44.50 102 oo 
1914 Hale 147 6458 385 = —— 43.93 112 € 
1915 Donahue 151 6829 371 —— 45,22 16 Canton... 2 
1916 Richardson 153 7165 336 = —— 46.82 86 Barre... . 
1917 Bronsdon 160 7675 510 —— 47.97 127 Westboro...... i 
1918 Homan 160 7680 OF eae 47.99 147) )Shrewsbury;.!s-7..- 1 tae ete eee ree 12 3 
1919 Soule 159 7525 mae | BD eee TABLE OF MEMBERSHIP AND INSPECTION RATINGS 
1920 Brown 154 7556 ibe > 49.06 Membership Inspection Points 
1921 Bell 151 8019 463) 53.10 1925 1926 Nov. 1924 Nov. 1925 
1922 Upham 146 8662 643 —— 59.33 Mp ayminn. eth) cay iceland 53 44 97 22 
1923 Anderson 148 9097 435 —— 61.46 2 Worcester. 43 46 97 96 
1924 Atwood 144 9380 CEB Ne Gi. 3 Somerville. 82 69 99 t 
1925 Spear 147 9337 ares 63.64 4 Plymouth.... 110 109 100 100 
1926 Weiler 150 9110 a) ) CPE 60.73 5 Hudson...... 149 150 100 100 
6 Beverly..... 493 470 100 99 
7 Swampscott. . By ey) 26 73 74 
(24) 8 East Boston......... 66 46 t 90 


Hingham..... 
Stoughton... 
Cambridgeport. 
Springfield. 
Canton. . 
Brockton 
Uxbridge 
Clinton. . 
Colrain. . 
Lawrence. . 
Middleboro. 
Reading............. 
Gloucester. 
Worcester . 
Taunton 
* Kingston 
Fitchburg. 
Watertown 
Dorchester.......... 
Newtonville... . 
South Braintree 
Amesbury. 
Wakefield... 
New Bedford 


West Bridgewater. ... 
North Adams. ... 
Ayer ..... 
Waltham. 
Foxboro 
Berlin. . 
Westfield. 
Arlington. 
Roxbury . 
Norwood. .. 
Northampton 


Rockland. 5 
Jamaca Plain........ 
Leominster.......... 


Medford.... 
Southbridge 
Cambridge. 
Eastampton 


Membership 
1926 
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62 
174 
32 
77 
82 


Inspection Points 
Nov. 1924 Nov. 1925 


98 99 
100 100 
96 88 
90 i 99 
97 98 
98 100 
89 91 
94 92 
50 51 
t t 
96 75 
75 97 
100 98 
91 93 
83 97 
100 100 
98 90 
49 44 
91 95 
t 91 
100 100 
75 t 
86 69 
95 97 
00 100 
71 96 
97 100 
95 100 
ig t 
93 96 
91 95 
18 t 
t t 
91 97 
100 100 
¢ 90 94 
100 98 
96 t 
100 98 
86 84 
98 96 
100 100 
93 100 
95 95. 
95 92 
t t 
64 87 
95 98 


Membership 
1925 1926 
Hyde Park..........- 47 45 
Framingham........- 84 91 
Holyoke. 76 81 
Cambridgeport 29 32 
Everett... . AT 33 
Holliston 78 69 
Ashland 65 61 
Athol...... 141 122 
Woburn...... 64 57 
Abington..... 116 118 
Winchendon 41 36 
Pembroke.........-- 34 _ 384 
IBOUINEsbi.:. 5. tes essere 35 78 
25 21 
71 68 
29 27 
40 41 
37 37 
Amherst. ........... 56 60 
Needham. : 26) 27 
BUG welll. cave ictavere cieieters 170 149 
WMelnose:. = At =< severe 115 118 
Malden. . 69 68 
Chelseai.t::.5 ste) sisters 107 100 
Townsend 32 29 
Randolph pias) 9 <4) 41 
iWebster. .. -f.. . cya 90 74 
EERO eyo a Ogb06 36 49 
Peabody. 28 35 
Scituate. . 112 103 
Brighton. ... 50 48 
Fall River. . . 32 29 
Millbury... . 110 111 
Danvers. = ss. 27 eis 49 52 
Marlboro 72 72 
Quincy. 3 i 58 44 
Boston. : . < +). Wr aisle 13 12 
FAGAMB: =: . be cle ie.s sles 24 23 
South Boston 23 18 
Shelburne Falls 26 37 
Hanover. . . 46 42 
Westminster. 81 74 
Falmouth...... a 240) 36 
W. Newbury......... 0 20 
MSAURUB: «hss ern 70 54 
Lexington. 34 37 
Charlestown. 32 31 
(Winton sina: ans eats 31 31 
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Inspection Points 
Nov. 1924 Nov. 1925 


92 t 
100 100 
99 100 
100 100 
87 79 
90 69 
96 85 
*~ 100 100 
94 96 
100 100 
94 100 
100 100 
57 96 
t t 
83 89 
t t 
90 100 
91 87 
92 94 
93 93 
94 g 
100 98 
99 99 
99 100 
75 75 
87 89 
97 96 
85 86 
53 85 
93 98 
97 99 
99 98 
95 95 
95 90 
t 75 
97 90 
t t 
93 97 
t t 
80 t 
81 90 
100 100 
t 83 
90 
95 98 
98 94 
t 75 
83 85 


Membership 
1925 1926 
Pittsfield............ 91 86 
Newburyport 90 116 
Chatham... 0 22 
Andover... . 29 28 
Centerville. . 0 15 
Greenfield. . . 47 70 
Marion.... 75 75 
Duxbury... ay! 50 
South Hanson....... 47 42 
Beverly Farms....... 30 30 
Eastondale. . o | iS 67 
Agawam............ 26 26 
23 23 
27 26 
14 14 
28 33 
26 26 
19 19 
56 68 
140 105 
16 13 
63 62 
Attleboro. 102 77 
Monson. . 37 36 
Ashby... 18 17 
Palmer... 16 19 
Great Barrington. Mee S22 12 
Turner’s Falls........ 15 15 
Enst Medway . 26 26 
Grafton) 022... (0) 18 
Somerset. . 30 31 
Rockport. 39 39 
Norwell. . 43 42 
Bridgewater......... 28 23 
Roxbury... 22 23 
Brookfield. . 53 55 
Shrewsbury. . 57 69 
Milford. ... 79 52 
Manchester 73 70 
New Bedford........ 162 155 
Winchester . 34 34 
Methuen. 40 39 
Boston. 25 26 
Walpole. . 32 30 
Hopkinton. . 29 29 
Holbrook. . . 33 37 
Motalss esi 9,2 tea) = 9337 9110 
Not reported. 
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Inspection Points 
Nov. 1924 Nov. 1925 


“94 100 
93 95 
- t 
90 84 
t t 
64 98 
100 95 
100 100 
98 98 
98 97 
89 94 
75 t 
59 t 
TE Ys 79 
t t 
96 95 
t t 
67 t 
100 100 
100 100 
t t 
100 100 
99 98 
t t 

t t 

t t 

t t 

t t 
59 t 
t 

72 83 
78 74 
92 79 
71 wy 
66 93 
t t 
98 100 
87 76 
98 91 
100 100 
t t 
92 100 
t 62 
79 t 
58 53 
86 91 


SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS 
Number of Camps Inspected..................4- 
Number of Camps not inspected. . 


Camps not inspected:—3, 19, 31, 38, 41, 42, 47, 55, 58, 71, 73, 96, 98, 99, 
110, 112, 120, 121, 123, 125, 126, 130, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 


‘40, 146, 153, 158. 
INITIATION WORK 


Excellent Fair Poor 


Commander.......... 2 40 1 
Senior Vice Commande: Sey 39 i 
54 40 3 

61 34 2 

59 37 1 

75 22 0 

91 6 0 

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
Yes 


Rituals all accounted for..............2..2-.2..-2-- 
Banners at Officers’ Stations. 
Altar properly arranged s..2. 2285212) ee ee eee 

Means of casting secret ballot....................... 119 
Camp Seal 
Necessary blanks. . . 
Badges and Constitutions. <././:....4..)....000-..-- 117 


Descriptive Book properly kept 
Record Book properly kept........ 
Requisition Book properly kept. = 
Minute Book properly kept................ 
Ledger properly kept 
Cash Book properly kept. 
Roll Book properly kept 
Register of New Members properly kept . 
General Order File properly kept. ....... 
Secretary’s Duplicate Reports properly kept F 
Treasurer's Duplicate Reports properly kept.......... 111 


GENERAL QUESTIONS 


Not 


Reported 


23 
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Not 


Yes No Reported 


Meeting well conducted by the Commander. ...... 108 7 
Opening and Closing Exercises well done. . -105 11 
Guards properly instructed........... 112 
Badges, Insignia and Ribbons correct. -111 
Flag Salute and Pledge properly given. 110 
Camp Council Report on file.......... 110 1 


Treasurer’s Due Notice sent promptly 
Treasurer’s Monthly Report filed 
Members in arrears notified of penalty. 
Badge and Constitution presented to candidate: 
Camp By-Laws on file 


rm 

m 

i<) 
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NON-RANKING QUESTION 


Camps 
Reporting 
Average Dues.........- -120 $3.15 
Average Initiation Fee -120 2.90 
Average Transfer Fee............ 97 1.07 
Treasurer bonded..............- 117 89 Yes 28 No 
Treasurer bonded in Surety Co....117 67 Yes 50 No 
Value of Camp Prop. and Equip... .120 $35,492.25 
Value of Real Estate............. 120 41,025.00 
Amount in General Fund -120 20,489.02 
Amount in other funds. :.120 6,923.14 
Relations with G. A. R. Post..... 115 111 Good 4 No Post 


Press Correspondent appointed. ...116 
Average attendance at inspection. . 109 
Average attendance for the year ...114 


DIVISION PROPERTY 

19 Sections of filing cabinet.............0- ese ee ee eee eee e eee 
1 Dictaphone, with 12 records. . 
National Parade Flag 
Division Parade Flag... 
3 Roll-top desks. : : 
1 No. 10 Smith-Premier typewriter. ......------++++++-eeeeee 
1 No. 2 Monarch typewriter. ......-- +00 esse eet eee e ee ee eens 
1 Addressograph......... 
1 Underwood Duplicator 
1 Steel typewriter desk 
1 Check protector. .... 
1 Oak typewriter desk. . 
12 Folding chairs........ 
1 Addressograph drawer cabiriet. 

2 Swivel chairs......... 
3 Oak office charis. 
1 Storage cabinet........... 
1 Bible, 2 swords and altar flag. . 
1 Numbering machine..........-- 
1 Linoleum rug 
1 Typewriter chair 
2 Iron flag stands...... 
1 Costumer.... 


Mirror and towels. 
1 Letter scale..... 
1 Waste basket... . 
1 Hand riveting machine......-.-- 
1 Royal No. 5 typewriter and cover 
1 Parcel Post scale. ......0---0ee cece rete etree ttre eee 


89 Yes 26 No 
16.06 members 
12.05 members 


a 
FOP NHwWHHWNwwWaAwo 


$961.21 


Also Division Seal, bound volumes of War Records, Encampment 
Reports, ‘‘The Banner”, Charter, framed pictures of . all Past Division 
Commanders, Mounted Maps, extra Dictaphone Records, Copy Holder, 


Paper Cutter, etc. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Balance, as reported at Division Encampment 


Receipts 
Per Capita Tax $7,050.11 
Supplies. . 5 594.48 
John A. ‘Andrew Home 302.05 
W. R. C. Donation 200.00 
“Old Ironsides” Fund. 105.44 
§. V. Auxiliary Donation. . 100.00 
Charter Fees.................. 4 100.00 
Sons of Veterans’ Day, Soldiers’ Home. . 78.50 
Bank Interest. . . 71.40 
Camp Officers’ Bonds. .... 52.50 
Organization Account Refund. 8.00 
Friendly Relations Committee. . 6.50 
‘Commandery-in-Chief, for postage 2.20 
Division Commander’s Gift........... 2.00 
Expenditures 
General: 
Per Capita Tax $2,980.88 
Supplies. ws 625.93 
Division Encampment Proceedings. 3 353. 550 
1925 Division Encampment. ! oe 238.45 
Travelling Expense—Division ‘om... 192.41 
Other Officers. . 57.40 
Camp Officers’ Bonds 45.00 
Division Officers’ Bonds 35.00 
Charter Fees....... 3 20.00 
NMBULANCE 2) <)..c <i1ais satel ee 5.17 $4,553.74 
Office. 
Secretary $800.00. 
Clerk hire. 420.00 
Treasurer. . . 50.00 
Rent and Light................... 547.98 
Printing and Stationery 407.05 
FOB LEIEG ois s2im se 5) 3s cere Oa 277.50 
solephoneys\........ s/f ree eee 124.20 
Office Appliance IMaintenanes 24.45 
Royal Typewriter and cover. 10.75 


Office Incidentals............. ¥ 2. 2 
Parcel Post Scale 


$3,497.17 


$8,673.18 


$12,170.35 


Appropriations: 

John A. Andrew Home............. $502.05 

Delegates to National Encampment. 240.00 

Division Com. to Nat. Encampment. 74.64 

Benj. J. Loring Fund............... 200.00 

(Og aimtahitdochoqracsdosu ps eeenons 145.59 

“Qld Ironsides” Fund. 105.44 

Faneuil Hall Initiation 92.45 

1925 Div. Encampment Reception... 89.63 

S. of V. Day, Soldiers’ Home........ 78.50 

1926 Div. Encampment Reception. . . 74.50 

TAU SHGIR?. co bad athe dude Goon z 60.62 

Radio Programs. .. . 52.00 

Soldiers’ Home Memorial Services... . 35.00 

Bus to Camp Devens, G. A. R. Day 22.50 

Div. Encampment Ribbon Badges. . . 8.40 

Flowers a 7.00 

Division Commander’s Gift 2.00 $1,790.32 $9,009.89 
Balance on hand April 6, 1926........ $3,160.46 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT 

Supplies on hand March 15, 1926.........--..-+4. $198.92 
Camp packets furnished. ..... Ak 54.76 
Received for supplies sold 594.17 $847.85 
Supplies purchased..............00..000s eee $625.93 
Supplies on hand March 15, 1925. . 260.50 886.43 
Loss on Supply Account..........-.++000te00ees $38.58 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Assets 

General Hind saagee cristae tee ie eyelene a) tale 
Permanent Fund 
G. A. R. Fund.. 
Benj. J. Loring Fun 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Fund. 3 
Division Property. .......+--+++++++ 3 961.21 


$17,523.94 


$728.80 


$16,795.14 


Camp and Division Supplies. ....... 198.92 
Stamps, Stationery, Printed Matter, e' 248.98 
Balance due on March Quarter Liabilities . 578.40 
Liabilities 
March Quarter Per Capita Tax..........-.-- 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORTS OF CAMP TREASURERS 


On hand, as reported, March 31, 1925......... $24,612.42 
Received from all sources... .....-+-2-++0255 33,172.64 $57,785.06 
Expended for Per Capita Tax..........-.+-- $6,888 .65 
Relief... .j-:21sejaevrrite emerge 1,808.10 
Other Purposes............--- _ 23,773.20 $32,469.95 
On hand, as reported March 31, 1926......--. $25,315.11 
BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND 
Amount on hand at previous Encampment. ...-.------+--+-++ $259.27 
Received April 8, 1925, from W. R. C.... 200.00 
12/months’ interest... <6 cise ss sieteoteiol-)r)eletes# eel ie eaten 15.54 
Amount on hand at this Encampment. .........-+--+-++++-+- $474.81 
Fund is deposited in the Home Sayings Bank, Book No. 258021. 
PERMANENT FUND 
Amountreported at this Encampment $6,303.25 
Interest on Savings Bank accounts. . 226.63 
Interest on Liberty Bonds, :. 3-2 )54-2..-.--els- eee eee 63.75 
$6,593.63 
ACCOUNT IN DETAIL 
Melrose Savings Bank: 
Book No. 23351.....-. 
Interest, 12 months. . $1,228.09 


Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank: 
Book No. 94964... 
Interest, 12 months. 


75.03 $1,557.80 


Hudson Savings Bank: 
Book No. 19897 


Interest, 12 months ae, 48.30 
Interest, 12 months, on 1st Liberty Loan 21.25 
Interest, 12 months, on 2nd Liberty Loan. 21.25 
Interest, 12 months, on 8rd Liberty Loan...... 21.25 $1,164.47 


Boston Penny Savings Bank: 
Book No. 101764 $1,093.52 
49.75 $1,143.27 


Securities: 
1st Liberty Loan Bond, registered 414%, con- 


verted, No. 16696, at par... 22 ¥- scene hse $500.00 
2nd Liberty Loan Bond, registered 414%, con- 
verted, No. 45504, at par............-..---- 500.00 
8rd Liberty Loan Bond, registered 444% con- 
verted, No. 645009. ...........-2.-----+--- 500.00 
$6,593.63 


“OLD IRONSIDES” FUND 


North Adams. 
51 Jamaica Plain. : 
SZ mp COMINS LCT peerage e ieee ke ates c-aye 


53 20 
61 00 
62 60 
66 10 
74 00 


76 Amherst 
79 Melrose 
80 Malden... 
88 Scituate............ 
89 Brighton...... baogs 
101 Westminster... . 

116 South Hanson. 
125 Fiskdale... 
127 Westboro. 
145 Roxbury....... 5 : : 
Wo Le. JANG Sas) Weer oe ee Bee Sore aan 


e 
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Respectfully submitted, : 
WILLIAM L. ANDERSON 
Division Secretary 
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Report of Division Treasurer 


FRED E. BOLTON, CAMP 46, ROXBURY 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


The following is a summary of the transactions of this office during 


the past year. 
Received from the previous administration. . . $3,497.17 


“ 


during 
« 


“ 


“ 


the balance of March quarter $812.36 
June quarter.............. 1,732.08 
September quarter 2,403.54 
December quarter. . : 2,316.32 
March quarter to April 6..... 1,408.88 8,673.18 


$12,170.35 


Disbursed during balance of March quarter... $1,668.97 

a «June quarter 36 1,473.66 

ff «September quarter. 2,733.30 

us “© December quarter. . ° 2,046.43 

ws «March quarter to April 6... . 1,087.53 9,009.89 
Balance in General Fund April 6, 1926............ $3,160.46 


Respectfully submitted, 
FRED E. BOLTON, 
Division Treasurer 
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Report of Division Patriotic Instructor 


COL. FREDERICK GILBERT BAUER, CAMP 51, JAMAICA PLAIN 
Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


The following is a summary of the reports received from the Camp 
Patriotic Instructors: 


Number of Camps reporting........ 114 
Number of Camps not reporting . 36 
Total number of Camps............5 150 


Camps not reporting:—16, 18, 19, 20, 23, 32, 34, 35, 38, 42, 45, 51, 60, 
63, 79, 84, 92, 93, 96, 98, 108, 110, 112, 113, 120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 
134, 135, 137, 140, 149, 158, 161. 


Question No. 1.—“Are all public schools in your locality supplied with 


Flags?” 
Answers.— 112 Camps “Yes.” 
1 “With but few exceptions.” 
1 “To the best of my knowledge.” 


Question No. 2a— “Ts the ealute to the Flag given in schools?” 
Answers.— 111 Camps “Yes,” 


1 “Tn some.” 
1 “Not all.” 
1 Question not answered. 


Question No. 2b— “Daily or occasionally?” 

Answers.— 73 Camps “Daily.” 

“Occasionally.” 

“Some daily some occasionally.” 
“Mostly daily’’. 

“Nearly all daily.” 

“Generally.” 

“Weekly.” 

“Most daily, some occasionally.” 
“Three times a week” 

Question not answered. 

Question No. 3a— ‘Is there observance of special Patriotic Days?” 


iS} 
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Answers.— 108 Camps “Yes.” 
6 Question not answered. 
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Question No. 33— “Birthdays of Washington, Lincoln, Grant, McKinley, 
Memorial Sunday, Memorial Day, Flag Day?” 
Answers.— 73 Camps “Did not observe McKinley’s birthday.” 


63 “Did not observe Grant’s birthday.” 
11 “Did not observe Memorial Sunday.” 
2 “Did not observe Flag Day’’. 
2 “Did not observe Washington’s Birthday.” 
Question No. 4:— “Do teachers show a lively interest in Patriotic ob- 
servance?”’ 
Answers.— 95 Camps ‘‘Yes.’’ 
18 “Partially.” 
at Question not answered. 


Question No. 5:— “How many Flags have been donated to schools in 
your locality this year?” 
Answers.— 58 Camps “None.” 
1 “None by Camp.” 
“Several.” 
“City furnishes them.” 
“All supplied.” 
“7 Flag.” 
«2 Flags.’”” 
«3 Flags.” 
“4 Vlags.” 
“5 Flags’ 
“6 Flags.” 
“12 Flags.” 
“14 Plags.”’ 


HPRORONNTWaANhd 


1 “18 Flags.” 
1 “50 Flags.” 
1 “300 Flags.’ 
22 Question not answered. 


Question No. 6.— ‘“‘Are prizes offered by individuals or Camps to public 
schools for patriotic essays?” 
Answers. — 93 Camps ‘“No.’’ 


13 “Yes.” 
1 “Tn some lines.’’ 
Daa! “Have been.” 
6 Question not answered. 


Question No. 7.— ‘‘Has Lincoln’s Gettysburg tablet been placed in any 
public schools in your vicinity?” 
Answers.— 76 Camps “No.” 
19 “Yes.” 
19 Question not answered. 


(37) 


Question No. 8.— ‘Were the Sunday Schools invited to have special 
services on Sunday preceding Memorial Day and 
other national holidays?” 

Answers.— 59 Camps “Yes.” 

47 “No.” 

“Tn some churches.” 

“Memorial Day.” 

Question not answered.” 


me ow 


Question No.9.— ‘Were the public school pupils generally invited to 
take part in Memorial Day and other national 


holidays?” 
Answers.— 99 Camps “Yes.” 
10 NO. 
1 “One pupil.” 
1 “To some extent.” 
1 “Not Memorial Day.” 
2 Question not answered. 


Question No. 10.— “Was Memorial Sunday generally observed by the 
churches with patriotic services?” 
Answers.— 111 Camps “Yes.” 


1 “No.” 
1 “By some.” 
1 “Posts invite.” 


Question No. 11.— “Are there any objectionable school histories used in 


the public schools of your vicinity?” 
Answers.— 111 Camps “Y, 


i Bee, 
1 “By some.” 
1 “Posts invite.” 


Question No. 11.— “Are there any objectionable school histories used in 
the public schools of your vicinity?” 

Answers.— 93 Camps ‘No.’ 

“Not that I know of.” 

“Don’t know of any.” 

“Don’t think so.” 

“Not sure.” 

“Not to my knowledge.” 

“Am not aware of any.” 

“Not yet but soon.” 

10 Question not answered. 

Question No. 12.— ‘What amount has been expended by your Camp in 
furthering the patriotic instruction during the past 
calendar year?” 


Pee NNO 
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Answers.— 66 Camps ‘‘None.” 
2 “$5.00.” 
1 “$8.00.” 
1 “$10.00.” 
al “$14.00.’ 
2 “$15.00.” 
uf “$20.00.” 
4 “$25.00.” 
1 “$40.00.” 
2 “$50.00.” 
nk “$130.00.” 
it “$148.00.” 
1 $160.00.” 
2 “Cannot state exact amount.” 
1 “Cannot say exactly, but a good sum.” 
1 “With no expense to the Camp, much has been 
done.” 
“Have kept no account.” Ces 
1 “Have been strong in support of patriotic 1n- 
structor.”” : 
1 “Had insufficient funds last year.” 
1 “Services donated.” 
22 Question not answered. 


Question No. 13.— ‘Does the Camp offer its services to the G. A. R. for 
Memorial Day and other occasions?” 
Answers.— 109 Camps ‘Yes.’ 
4 “No G. A. R. Post”’. 
1 Question not answered. 


Question No. 14.— ‘Does the Camp assume charge of Memorial Day for 
the Post?’’ 


Answers 60 Camps “Yes.’’ 

24 “No.” 

11 “Partly.” 
5 “No. Assists.” 
3 “Not as yet.” 
2 “Yes, with advice of G. A. R.” 
2 “Jointly with G. A. R.” 
1 “Conducts water service for sailor dead.” 
lt “Practically.” 
1 “Not required as yet.” 
1 “Places flasg and flowers.” 
1 “Yes, in part.” 
1 “With G. A. R. and American Legion.” 
st Question not answered. 
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Question No. 15.— “Mention anything your Camp has done to stimulate 


Answers.— 


Patriotism and its general result.” 

“Presented one Flag.” 

“Flag Day exercises at church, prominent 
speaker, large audience.” 

“Set of books presented to school.” 

“Lincoln Night, Veterans’ Night, Flag Day cele- 
brations.” 

“Held public meetings on anniversaries.” 

“Watching out for display of Flags.” 

‘Always did our part.’ 

“Always co-operate with G. A. R. and other 
Auxiliaries.”” 

“Remodeled G. A. R. Hall for patriotic pur- 
poses.” 

“Observed all patriotic days.” 

“Offered prize to school children writing best 
paper on the G. A. R.”’ 

“Memorial service, and a play highly commended 
by townspeople.” 

“Something for the Good of the Order at all 
meetings. Good results.” 

“Put in lots of time for new members and still 
going.”’ 

“Nothing of a public nature.” 

“Many gatherings of allied Orders. Public in- 
vited.”” 

“City officials and ministers attended.” 

“Speaking with G. A. R. at schools. Results good 

“Speaking with G. A. R. at schools. Results 
good.” 

“Speeches in public schools and patriotic enter- 
tainers.” 

“Entertainments with good speakers on Lincoln, 
Grant and other anniversaries.” 

“Lincoln’s address and impersonation of Lincoln 
in schools.” 

“Replace Flags in cemetery every quarter.’’ 

“Several patriotic entertainments with satis- 
factory attendance and spirit.”” 

“Nothing in past year.” 

“See that Flag is raised on all patriotic days.” 

“Present church with silk Flag.” 

“By good attendance.” 

“Observance of all special days.’’ 

Special affairs run for Post with other societies.” 

“Delivered over 20 patriotic addresses.” 

“Open meeting with radio and speakers.” 
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“Nothing special.” 

“Carry G. A. R. anywhere they want to go. 
Work with Spanish War Veterans on enter- 
tainments. Good results.” 

“Speaking in public schools and at public meet- 
ings.” 

“Invited teachers of schools to aid on Memorial 
Day. Very good results.”’ 

“Flag oration on public occasions.” 

“Took charge of Fourth of July celebration with 
good results.”” 

“Placed Flags Memorial Day and Armistice 
Day.” ’ 

“Flag Day and radio progeams.”” 

“Work with all Patriotie Orders.” 

“Special service Memorial Sunday in Town Hall. 
Similar service on Memorial Day.” 

“Sent members to schools to talk on patriotism 
with good results.” 

“Explained to the children the meaning of the 
Flag.” 

“Talk and encouragement to children. Good 
results.” 

“Celebration of Veterans’ Night. Strengthened 
patriotism of members and friends.”’ 

“Requested new Flags be flown in place of old and. 
dilapidated ones, and lectures followed by 
debates on historic subjects with great 
success.” 

“Had school children sing patriotic songs on 
Memorial Day.’ 

“Co-operating and leading in community 
patriotic work.” rs 


68 Camps Question not answered. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK GILBERT BAUER, 


Division Patriotic Instructor 
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Report of Division Counselor 


PERCY G. BOLSTER, CAMP 46, ROXBURY 


Commander, and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


There has been submitted for my opinion, during the year 1925-1926, 
only one question, upon which I have rendered a decision which may be 
stated briefly as follows: 


CAMP MEMBERSHIP—SPECIAL CLASS—RELEASE OF RIGHTS 


Where the By-Laws of a Camp ereate a special class of members, 
who are entitled thereby to receive sick benefits or death benefits described 
in said By-Laws, upon condition of compliance with certain requirements 
therein prescribed, but said By-Laws contain no provision by which the 
Camp, or a majority of the members of such special class, may modify or 
annul the contractual relations existing between the Camp and the mem- 
bers of such special cla , the agreement of the Camp to pay such sick 
benefits or death benefits, entered into by virtue of its acceptance of per- 
formance by the member of the requirements of the By-Laws, is an agree- 
ment with each individual member of the special class, and not with the 
members of that class as a group. It follows that no vote of a majority 
of the members of such class to annul, or to release to the Camp, the special 


rights of such class would be valid or effectual to annul or release the, 


beneficial rights, of those members who did not participate in the meeting 
at which the vote was taken, or who voted against such release. Hach 
member of the special class may, however, release to the Camp all of his 
individual rights as members of said class; and as a condition of such 
release, may specify the use which the Camp shall thereafter make of his 
interest in any sick benefit or death benefit fund held by the Camp, and 
have a right thereafter to enforce such application, if his release upon such 
condition is accepted. 
PERCY G. BOLSTER, 
Division Counselor 
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Report of Division Organizer 


DR. ERNEST W. HOMAN, CAMP 34, WAKEFIELD 


To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


My report as Division Organizer will be brief. Four Camps have 
been organized during the year, as follows:— 

Jonathan Hudson Camp, No. 103, organized at West Newbury, 
on April 28, 1925, with a charter list of 20 members. The work was done 
by Division Commander H. F. Weiler, Division Secretary W. L. Anderson, 
Past Commanders L. H. Palmer and B. C. Spaulding of Camp 79, Melrose, 
and several members of Camp 129, of Haverhill, with the Division 
Organizer in charge. 

William G. Scandlin Camp No. 140, ofganized at Grafton, on August 
19, 1925, with a charter membership of 24 members. The initiatory work 
was done in a splendid manner by the Degree Team from Camp 5, of 
Hudson. The Division Organizer, assisted by several visiting members 
performed the work of organizing. 

Sergt. Marcus M. Haskell, Camp No. 112, organized at Centreville 
on September 21, 1925, with a charter membership of 17 members. A 
group of Division Officers and guests were present. The work of organ- 
izing was done by Assistant Division Organizer George B. Stratton. 

Franklin S. Hammond Camp, No. 112, organized at Chatham, on 
November 16, 1925, with 22 charter members. Division Organizer, Dr. 
E. W. Homan, Assistant Division Organizer G. B. Stratton and other 
Division Officers performed the work. The actual work of preparing the 
charter list, holding preliminary meetings, ete., was done by Assistant 
Division Organizer George B. Stratton, and local members in the neigh- 
boring towns. 

We wish to thank all of these Brothers for their interest and efforts 
along organization lines. 


Respectfully submitted, 
DR. ERNEST W. HOMAN, 
Division Organizer 
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Report of Division Publicity Secretary 


WILFRED H. LIBBEY, CAMP 127, WESTBORO 


To Division Commander Weiler and the Members of the Forty-fourth Division 
Encampment:— 


I herewith submit my report as Division Publicity Secretary for the 
term ending March 31, 1926. : 

As previously, my duties have been principally the editing of news 
sent in for ‘‘The Banner’, although I have tried so far as possible to seek 
out items or ask for them when I had an idea any particular event was to 
take place. 

I have tried to encourage camps to have a press correspondent and 
to use the local press as well as to forward their news to me for use in 
“The Banner”, I should have done more of this if I had been able to 
find time for that purpose. I believe many camps little realize the worth 
to their own camp of even a small news item in ‘‘The Banner”, Try it 
Brothers. Get a news item to the Publicity Secretary each month by the 
24th of the month and see if it does not help. 

I wish to take this opportunity ot thank Brother Holbrook of ‘The 
Banner” for his unfailing kindness and courtesy to me. F 

This has been a year of enjoyment to me in my relations with the 
people in headquarters. They have each one given me every aid in getting 
out the news of the Division. Commander Weiler has always furnished 
me with a lot of good material and I feel that most of the success of the 
Massachusetts column in ‘The Banner” has been due to him. 

In fact the hardest part of writing this report is the fact that it means 
the close of a year of growing friendship with my ‘Commander’ but I 
trust it will not be the breaking of that friendsihp. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILFRED H. LIBBY, 


Division Publicity Secretary 
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Report of Assistant Division Organizer 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, CAMP 70, BOURNE 


To Division Commander Weiler and Members of the Forty-fourth Division 
Encampment:— 


In submitting my report as Assistant Organizer of the Massachusetts 
Division Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, for term ending March 
81, 1926. I want in the first place to thank the Division Commander for 
entrusting me with the responsibilities of my office and for the untiring 
support of the Division Commander, Division Secretary, and Division 
Organizer; also Past Division Commander E. I’. Atwood, Past Commander 
Edgar W. Howland, District Commander Arthur C. Drew and Degree 
Teams of Camps 4, 35 and 150. 

It has been a pleasure to work for our Order, and particularly our 
Division, and I regret that my health and occupation would not permit 
me to do better than I have done, as I feel that I have only started in the 
work I should have done. ‘ 

I have been instrumental in the organization of the Marcus M. 
Haskell Camp 112, at Centerville, and the Franklin D. Hammond Camp 
110, at Chatham, and their Auxiliaries. I regret my inability to complete 
the chain on Cape Cod by organizing at Provincetown. I look hope- 
fully forward to the privilege of organizing there in the near future, as well 
as at East Freetown, Franklin and Oak Bluffs. 

T have been instrumental in increasing the membership of the various 
Camps in my district, especially those of Camps 70 and 102, both showing 
a healthy material gain. I also look forward to a big, robust camp in 
Camp 110, at Chatham, in the near future. 

T also look forward to a big, robust camp in Camp 110, at Chatham, 
in the near future. 

I shall close my official term of office looking forward to class initiations 
in Camps 22, 70 and 102 and to being instrumental in the organization 
of a new camp at Warcham before the close of quarter ending March 
81st, 1926. 

One in action sees so. many things that can be done for the welfare 
of the Division and Camps, that I regret the limited time and space to 
mention them, however, by every member being a “live wire,’ we can 
build up our Order and Division. 

IT do not think that our Camp Correspondents attend to their duties 
as they should. I am a believer of publicity of the right sort, and I believe 
our Patriotic Instructors could assist materially along that line. 

Tt has been an honor to serve the Division during the past year, and 
I pledge my untiring services to my successor and the Massachusetts 
Division at all times in the future as in the past. 

Fraternally yours, 
GEORGE B. STRATTON, 
Assistant Division Organizer 
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Report of G. A. R. Fund Commission 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 


I have the honor of presenting the following report as Treasurer of 
the G. A. R. Fund Commission. 


Amount on hand last art ag 
Interest on Savings Bank Account. 198.82 
Interest on securities........... 38.75 


$5,164.72 


Expenditures, None. 1: oa 
Amount on hand.............. eee cree teres $5,164.72 


Account in Detail 


East Boston Savings Bank, Book No. 70856......-. $1,170.63 
12 months’ interest to Jan. 20th, 1926... FP ieee 
12 minths’ interest Ist Liberty Loan Bond...... 17 500 ae 
12 months’ interest 8rd Liberty Loan Bond... .. 21.25 $1, x 
Worcester North Savings Institution, No. 54498. .. . $1,346.01 hie 
12 months’ interest to Jan. 2, 1926...-...+-++- 68.56 $1, Fi 
Fitchburg Savings Bank, Book No. 65919. $1,410.51 ms 
12 months’ interest to Jan. 1, 1926....----.--- 71.38 $1,481.8! 
Securities: 
1st Liberty Loan Bond, 414% at 100, No: 27310. . pi 
8rd Liberty Loan Bond, 414% at 100, No. 26839.. 


$5,164.72 


There have been no expenditures. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FRED E. BOLTON, 
Treasurer 
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Report of Soldiers’ Home Dormitory 
Commission 


Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Division Encampment:— 


Your Soldiers Home Dormitory Commission make their annual 
report as follows:— 


The Commission arranged and had charge of the Annual Memorial 
Service of the Home, on Sunday, June 2, 1925, Rev. Brother R. J. Davis 
was the speaker. Division Commander H. F. Weiler placed a wreath 
on the Memorial Tablet in memory of the Comrades of the Home who 
had died during the year. The Schubert Male Quartette, Brother F. T. 
Waugh and Misses Rendall and Angell furnished appropriate music for 
the occasion. 

At Christmas time, with the assistance of our Auxiliary a Christmas 
box containing fruit, candy and cigars and a greeting card was presented 
to each of the two hundred and-ten Comrades in the Home. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


$139.10 
33.84 
35.00 


5 
Received from interest. 5.12 $237.31 


Expenditures 


Schubert Male Quartette 
R. Goodwin, for wreath. a 3 5 
Christmas material....................., a 48.50 $94.50 


Busy docosdb bets a's $142.81 


Respectfully submitted, 
DR. ERNEST W. HOMAN, 


Secretary-Treasurer 
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John A. Andrew Home Committee 


Division Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment: 


The Committee on the Gov. John A. Andrew Home, submit the 
following report:— 

Several meetings were held to discuss ways and means of assisting 
the Home, and at a meeting held in November, it was decided to make 
an appeal to Camps for contributions. We are greatly pleased to announce 
the following Camps as contributors and to express our thanks to them 
for the interest that they have shown. 


DONATIONS TO THE GOV. JOHN A. ANDREW HOME 


Camps Amount 
4 PRU xr OUbI sy anjey sh t foiei ooo ene nccierer ene ee 10.00 
5 Hudson...... 15.00 
6 Beverly . . 2 25.00 
DTP RAWHitman. si. die ee le oe ee 10.00 
12 Hingham... 2.00 
15 Springfield 2.00 
28 Fitchburg. . . 5.00 


35 New Bedford......-..+-+++++++ 23.05 


44 Westfield. ... 2.00 
46 Roxbury 10.09 
58 Hyde Park. . 4.00 
59 Framingham. 10.00 
61 Cambridgeport. 10.00 
65 Athol. ..... 20.00 
66 Woburn. . 5.00 
67 Abington 10.00 
74 Milton...... 5.00 
75 Mansfield. 2.00 
76 Amberst.....-.- 2.00 
77 Needham 5.00 
78 Lowell. 10.00 
79 Melrose. . 50.00 
80 Malden... 1.00 
88 Scituate. . 10.00 
89 Brighton. . 5.00 
92 Millbury... 8.00 
94 Marlboro.......----- 2.00 
101 Westminster. -. 10.00 
105 Lexington. ...........+2+e-eee- 2.00 


115 Duxbury 
116 South Hanson. 
129 Haverhill. . 
132 
150 
108 

69 

46 
124 


; SSaam 
ssssssssss 


Sruyen 


20 


$522.05 


At the last Division Encampment a recommendation was made to 
appropriate $200.00 and we believe that it was the sense of the delegates 
that this should be done. Without going into lengthy details, we found 
that the record failed to show that the money was voted and we therefore 
requested a hearing by the Division Council. This hearing was granted, 
at which not only this Committee was represented, but also last year’s 
Committee and the Committee appointed to investigate the status of 
the Home, as well as the Division Commander. At that meeting we asked 


the Division Council to appropriate the money and we are pleased to 


note that they have so voted. 


The radio which was presented to the Home through the efforts of 
last year’s Committee, is greatly appreciated by the residents of the Home 
and this pleasure was noted by the Committee during our visit there. 


Some slight repairs were necessary and the expense for this was authorized 
by our Committee. 


N © special plans were made to provide entertainments, although 
ee ae urge Camps to visit the Home and arrange with Mrs. Wadsworth 
or them. 


y Inasmuch as we are to have a report from the Committee appointed 
to investigate and report as to the status or worthiness of this Home, 
we may decide to present a supplementary report at the Division En- 
campment, aside from our printed one. 

We recommend the appointment of a committee of five members 
by the incoming Division Commander, to further the interests of the 
Home and we further recommend the appropriation by the Division 
of $200.00 towards the Home. 


Fraternally submitted, 
F. L. KIRCHGASSNER, 56 
W. E. CHOATE, 6 
T. C. LENTZ, 61 
I. L. CORTHELL, 79 
E. A. CALDWELL, 31 


Committe 
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Report of Woman’s Relief Corps Fair 


Division Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment: 
_Your Committee on Sons of Union Veterans’ Table at the Woman’s 
Relief Corps Fair, October 27-28-29, 1926, submits the following report: 


Receipts 
Ihara Chin stieat See bush eae beh od odes eee teen $63.45 
From sale of apples. .............2...ceeeceeeee 20.70 
HBiromisalevofpunchs ae). 2. sacle ee canine ss eee ces 12.70 $96.85 
Expenses 

Apples $3.75 

4.50 
Printing. 2.80 

miviiscellaneousayes act kh heed. 7 


-25 $18.30 


$78.55 


The above balance has been turned over to the Woman’s Relief Corps. 


Respectfully submitted, 
G. R. BECKMAN, 75, Chairman 
H. E. HAVEN, 79 
J. B. DOYLE, 14 
Cc. M. APPLETON, 72 
J. T. WELLINGTON, 47 
E. M. ATWOOD, 67 


Report of Committee of Daughters 
of Union Veterans Fair 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Division Encampment: 

Your Committee in charge of the Sons of Union Veterans’ table at the 
Fair held by the Daughters of Union Veterans on December 8-9, 1925, in 
Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, report that the sum of $42.50 
represents the receipts of that table. 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. J. BERRY, 30, Chairman 
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Report of Special Committee of 
Gov. John A. Andrew Home 


Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Division Encampment, 
Brothers:— & 

At the last Division Encampment it was voted that a ‘committee 
be appointed to ascertain facts and gather information with reference 
to the Gov. John A. Andrew Home at Newtonville, Mass. These facts 
were to be submitted to the Forty-fourth Division Encampment for such 
action as it may sée fit, if any, to take upon them. 

A visit of the full membership of the committee was made to the Home 
on the afternoon of February 6, 1926. 

The Gov. John A. Andrew Home was organized in 1910. Its object, 
as stated in the charter, was to provide a home for Veterans of the Union 
Forces in the Civil War, also widows and blood descendants of such veteran 
Forces in the Civil War, also widows and blood descendants of such 
veterans. 

The Home is located at 92 Washington Park, Newtonville, in an 
excellent residential neighborhood, within three minutes’ walk of the 
Boston and Albany R. R. Station at Newtonville, and within 200 yards 
of the electric cars. 

The property consists of a three-story frame building and a small 
cottage, situated on a lot of land approximately 100 x 150 ft. There 18 
also a barn on the lot, which is used for storage. There are twenty-one 
rooms available for the inmates. The main house is heated by furnace, 
with a gas log in one of the living rooms. In the kitchen is a combination 
coal and gas range. The two living rooms are large and apparently ample 
for their purposes. On the main. floor is also a large dining room. There 
are toilets and baths on the second and third floors. The stairway to the 
second floor has twenty steps and that to the third floor, eighteen steps. 
Certain steps might well be taken in the main building toward more 
adequate protection against the hazard of fire. z 

The furniture is mostly old and antiquated, but has been kept 1 
good condition. Not long ago the paint and paper was renewed as 2 
contribution from Camp 46. The whole house is very well kept, neat and 
clean. In the living rooms is a considerable library, a radio given the 
Home by the Sons of Veterans, and a piano given through the efforts of 
Camp 61. 4 

The grounds around the house are well kept and there is ample ‘area 
for any outdoors activities by the inmates. There is need of additional 
awnings on the front piazzas. The flag is flown each day on the front of 
the house, and another is also displayed in one of the living rooms. 

There is a mortgage on the property of about $7800.00 with interest 
at 6%, held by the Newton Trust Company. The value of the property 
may be estimated at about $15,000. 
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——— 


The officers of the Home are: President, Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth; 
Secretary, Ella R. Jones; Treasurer, Past Dept. Commander Wilfred A. 
Weatherbee, and a board of Directors of fourteen members, consisting of 
five Past Department Commanders, two other members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, three members of the Woman’s Relief. Corps, one 
member of the Ladies of the G. A. R., two members of the Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War and one Son of a Union Veteran of the 
Civil War. In addition to the foregoing, the presiding officers of the 
Grand Army and each of its allied organizations are members of the 
Board ex-officio. 

The following is a copy of the Treasurer’s sworn statement made to 
the State for the year ending Sept. 30, 1925: 


Receipts 

IBGNe CIAL CA MPR Nc ctetiva eel ftaicfersscsecest sia yelaiec4: ty «igca.8.0.8/8%a tee $5,381.85 
BD) OMA ODS MME Sates et aie s.as oid. cc cyesci cle 35,5 s¥e)a0ays ble niece 2,355.24 
IDWES. oo desu po dibaes gh CCCHOe uae Ree EE EE nar ES OE oMerad 112.00 
Insurance. . 240.00 
Mrs. Crosby. 221.00 
Interest..... 31.29 
Miscellaneous 273.21 

$9,065.19 
Omang Octal 924 ees. ces ieee ispecies ss + ates seis 909.16 

$9,974.35 


Capital $718.30 
Added 515.75 


$1,234.05 


Expenditures 


Printing and Postage. . . 
Provisions. 
Telephones. . Bi 
Interest on Mortgage............. 
Heat 

Supplies and Repairs. . 
Transferred to Capital 


Laundry $194.15, Insurance $46.20. . 


Funerals $223.00, Medicine and Doctor $146.27 . 369.27 
Rebate $18.00, Flowers $33.90, Tax $36.00. . . an 87.90 
Expense on Mortgage $55.30, Rent $56.00......--..+.--++-+- 111.30 
Miscellancoustsma rie sepsis: sr stele asi cee io saree eae 83.54 

$9,169.88 
Transferred to Capital..........-..---- Sia 489.99 
Interest transferred to Capital. te 25.76 
Cash on hand Sept. 30, 1925. ./... 2.6.2. - cece eee eee eee 288.72 

$9,974.35 
Capital 


Transferred from Income—$515.75 
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The donations for the year ending September 30, as shown above, 
amounted to $2,355.24. Of this amount $741.49 was contributed by the 
G. A. R.; $560.15 by the Women’s Relief Corps; $93.05 by the Ladies 
of the G. A. R.; $296.95 by the Daughters of Union Veterans; $275.00 by 
the Sons of Union Veterans; $90.00 by the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary and 
$298.00 by various patriotic societies, women’s clubs and friends. 

At the time of the visit by your committee, there were two couples 
in the home, although there had been three couples up to a few days 
previous. At that time there were also eighteen widows in the Home. 
There were never more than three couples at any one time. There is no 
waiting list, but the home is full to its capacity and in the event of appli- 
cation by a veteran and his wife for admission, some single inmate would 
be obliged to leave. 

The committee talked with a number of the inmates and visited 
several in their rooms. All appeared to be comfortable and to have con- 
fidence and faith in the management. 

The Home is managed by Mrs. Wadsworth who is Superintendent 
and she has the assistance of Mr. Wadsworth as janitor, a cook in the 
kitchen and a table girl. The Superintendent has considerable assistance 
from one of the inmates. 

The rules of the Home provide that in the case of couples, three- 
quarters of the veteran’s pension, whatever the monthly amount may be, 
is paid to the Home. In the case of widows, all of the monthly pension 18 
paid to the home. State Aid and Soldiers’ Relief are retained by the 
inmate. Local doctors called to the Home, charge the patient $1.00 per 
visit if able to pay, otherwise the Home takes care of the charge. In the 
case of patients who may become bed-ridden or permanently ill, they are 
sent to the Newton Hospital, and in most cases, the attending doctors 
are able to have them placed in the free ward. 

No applicants are accepted at the Home who are unable to get about 
and take care of their rooms, and all must go to the dining room for meals. 
There is no regular nursing service at the Home, excepting in cases of 
temporary illness, when the Superintendent or District Nurse serve 1D 
that capacity. No heating devices, matches or fires allowed in the sleeping 
rooms. 

From our observations of the conditions at the Home, and from 
interviews with the inmates, the Committee were favorably impressed. 
The Committee believe that the Home is being efficiently and honestly 
managed, but as in the case of many other philanthropic movements, 
they are hampered to a considerable extent by lack of money, though 
apparently they are doing as well as could reasonably be expected with 
the funds at their disposal. 

Asis stated in the Charter, the Home is to provide for the Sons and 
Daughters of Union Veterans. It therefore is possible that after the 
Comrades and their wives have passed on, or when more ample provi- 
sions are arranged, the needy sons and daughters of veterans may find in 
this home a place where they will be properly cared for. 

The Committee are of the opinion that the Home should have the 
strong support of the members of the Sons of Union Veterans. It is Cie 
parent, however, that there has not been the proper degree of cooperation 
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between our Order and the Home that there should be, due perhaps to 
the fact that the members of our Order have not been sufficiently informed 
and have known little about the Home, the work it has been doing, and 
its objects. 
Respectfully submitted, 

FREDERIC V. BELL, Chairman 

ALBERT G. WOLFF 

THOMAS J. BERRY 

GUY RICHARDSON 

FRANK E. METCALF 


S. of V. Report of Encampment 
Proceedings 


Boston, Mass. 

March 13, 1929 
To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Division Encampment. 
Brothers: 

At the final session of the 43rd Annual Encampment, it was voted 
that a Committee of three be appointed to consider methods of procedure 
for facilitating the transaction of business at our Division Encampments 
and report their recommendations at the first session of the next ensuing 
Encampment. 7 

Your committee have met and have carefully considered the weak- 
nesses in Encampment procedure which have at times resulted neces- 
sarily in giving scant consideration to important matters and at other 
times brought about periods of “killing time” while waiting for reports, etc. 

While it is impossible to propose a program or procedure that will 
insure the most efficient use of the time, we believe it entirely possible to 
eliminate some of the most glaring faults by the adoption of the following 
recommendations. 

1. That all Committees possible be appointed in advance, announced 
in Division Orders, and Camps and individuals instructed to have all 
matters presented for reference to committees not later than the opening 
session, and all standing committees instructed to be ready to report not 
later than the first session of the second day. This would dispose of a 
grist of routine matter early in the Encampment and in fact, we believe 
that certain committees, such as the one on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations and the Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies, neither of which 
is often burdened with a great amount of work, might well make their 
reports at some time during the opening sessions. 

2. That all fraternal greetings, excepting those extended by the 
Grand Army of the Republic, be arranged for the morning session of the 
second day. This does not in any way imply any discourtesy and doubt- 
less can be arranged easily by the Orders concerned if ample notification 
is given them. This arrangement would eliminate the unexpected in- 
terruptions so often experienced at inconvenient times during the sessions, 
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3. That clection balloting be made the first business of the after 
noon session of the second day, the results not to be announced until the 
proper time in the “order of business”. This arrangement would work 
to advantage in various ways. It would eliminate the complaints made 
by delegates from distant points, that they are often unable to vote 
because of the necessity for getting afternoon trains home after the two 
at the Encampment. It would insure the fullest possible expression of 
opinion on candidates in cases of contests, coming as it would, at the time 
of highest tide of attendance. It would also eliminate that “dead” 
period which always comes during the time the Tellers are counting the 
ballots, and would finally result in winding up the Encampment at a 
more reasonable hour. We believe that final adjournment not later than 
5 P. M. would go far toward popularizing our Encampment sessions. 

It will be absolutely impossible, of course, to entirely eliminate 
waiting spells, but if the worst of these are bridged over by some such 
re-atrangement of procedure as suggested above, such pauses as are 
necessary can be filled in profitably by talks on organization work or 
general matters, without any feeling that the continuity of the work of 
the Encampment is being broken. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. V. BELL, Chairman 
E. F. ATWOOD 
F. E. BOLTON 


Report of Good of the Order 
Committee 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Division Encampment* 


As Chairman of the Division Good of the Order Committee, I beg 
leave to render the following report. On August 15, 1925, the Committee 
had charge of the Outing which was held at Nantasket Beach, and was 
attended by about 1,200 members of the allied patriotic orders. It was 
pronounced by many as the finest get-to-gether meeting ever held. Great 
credit is due to Chairman G. R. Beckman of Camp 75, Mansfield, and his 
efficient committee. 

In October, a dance was held at the Nautical Ball Room, Revere 
Beach, and while not so large an affair, was a very happy occasion. Past 
Division Commander Fred E. Upham and his committee made its success 
possible. 

We have held various meeting, all of them helpful, and have assisted 
in making the comrades a feature of the Past Commanders’ Banquet. We 
have made a sincere effort to help in the passage of the Pension Bill and 
we are assisting in the Class Initiation at Faneuil Hall. 

While we have not been able to accomplish all we had hoped for, 
I believe that the Committee has rendered valuable service to the Order, 
and would recommend the continuance of this Committee or a similar 
one for next year. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER OCEAN EXCURSION AUGUST 15, 1925 
Receipts 


Sale of tickets $383.10 
Balevoftttars ens: contines aoe eek oe 31.00 
Sale of hat-bands 41.20 $455.30 


$224.01 
184.00 
Printing. 22.50 
Postage. . . 6.29 
Sports prizes... . 8.00 
et 10.00 

LETH ioc. Son boll aph neo mae cee eee -50 $455.30 


REPORT OF TREASURER DANCING PARTY, OCTOBER 7, 1925 


Receipts 

58 Couples’ tickets at $1.00............ 200000005 $58.00 
61 Ladies’ tickets at 35c ’ 4 é 21.35 
17 Gentlemen’s tickets at 75¢ 12.75 $92.10 
WauticalsBallroomsasens apie oe sara sens: $46.50 
Postages.)......) 6.29 
Printing tickets 10.50 
Postal cards, circulars, ete...........+.-+0+0000> 13.55 
OVdozapapenihate ww isnt sci vies «stews lec: fa: 7.13 $83.97 

BAIANCO vena aita se tep it seit tis ielersie!s cial» sie \sa14\>1 $8.13 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
DR. E. W. HOMAN, Chairman 
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Report of Fraternal Relations 
Commitee 


Commander and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment:— 

I have the pleasure to render a report for the Friendly Relations 
Committee of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, as follows:— 

Past Division Commander F. E. Upham was appointed as Chairman 
of this Committee, but was forced to relinquish his position through 
illness. 

A number of meetings were held jointly with a like committee from 
the other patriotic organizations and it was decided to hold the annual 
concert at Whitman, in the form of an old-fashioned dancing party. _ 

This affair was held at Whitman Town Hall on Tuesday evening, 
March 16, 1926 (postponed from February 16, 1926), and was a decided 
success from all angles of view. 


Total Receipts...............2..005: $330.25 
Total Disbursements................. 265.25 
Profit: nites epee tac tc) serra $65.00 


The profit of $65.00 was divided equally among the 10 organizations 
participating, or $6.50 each. 

This amount is the largest since the Fraternal Relations Committees 
have been conducting these affairs, and the co-operation and assistance 
of the committee from this organization is greatly appreciated by the 
chairman and members of the general committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EUGENE F. ATWOOD, Chairman 
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Sons of Union Veterans’Day Committee 


Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual Division Encampment:— 


Thereby submit my report as Treasurer of the Sons of Union Veterans’ 
Day Committee at the Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, April 3, 1926. 


Receipts 

(Clainjay | 6) GENIE oon ae coon a nae Seen ee 
14 Cambridgeport.... 
15 Springfield 
17 Brockton. 
25 Worcester 
46 Roxbury. . 
50 iRise 
51 
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59 Traminghion, t 
61 Cambridgeport. 
GB ePADINGtON sly clesetese sicis se itinis sie teins osha 
69 Pembroke. 
71 Northboro. 
is RAO) oO Ogd Se BARBS Ane pinCIRAIBt ao 
79 Melrose. . 
80 Malden 
81 Chelsea 
88 Scituate. . 


104 Saugus. . ily 

116 South Hanson, Ths 

118 Eastondale. . . 2. 

124 East Templeton. 1. 

129 Haverhill... ... 5. 

133 Attleboro. 3. 

146 Brookfield. 2% 

148 Milford 1. 

W. W. Stone (54), Medford. 7 1. 

E. F. Atwood (69), Pembroke. . . . 1. 

W. H. Libbey (127), Westboro. .. uh 

W. O. Fuller (35), New Bedford. . 1 

Massachusetts Division...........+++ 17. $112.00 
Expenditures 

Talent—Hudson Trio. . . $15.00 
Frank Lane, Entertainer 30.00 
Triangular Cigar Company, Tobacco : 21.00 
N. E. Confectionery Co., Candy......... 44.25 


Additional Tobacco. .........--. +e ete ene e eens 1.75 $112.00 
EDWARD J. GOODMAN, 


Treasurer 


Division Encampment Reception 
Committee 


Division Commander and Members of the Encampment:— 

Division Commander H. F. Weiler appointed the following as a 
committee to conduct the Annual Division Encampment Reception and 
Ball in conjuction with our Auxiliary: W. L. Anderson (79), J. B. Doyle 
(14), R. L. Smith (81), L. H. Palmer (79), and W..T. McDonald (67). 
The Division President of the Auxiliary appointed a committee from her 
organization and a joint committee was then organized with W. L 
Anderson as chairman, and Mrs. M. L. Waters as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Paul Revere Hall, Mechanics Building, was engaged, the presiding 
officers of our allied orders, Division Officers of the Sons of Union Veterans, 
iliary, Past Division Commanders and Presidents, Camps and 
ries were invited and invitations were also sent to the friends of 
the Division Commander and Division President. 

The following sub-committee chairmen were selected:—Hall and 
Music, Mrs. M. W. Palmer; Publicity and Printing, R. L. Smith, fy 15}, 
Doyle; Reception, Mrs. M. M. Ham; Invitations, Division Commander 
Weiler and Division President, Mrs. Anderson; Features, W. L. Anderson; 
Refreshments, J. B. Dyole; Ushers, L. H. Palmer and Mrs. M. W. Palmer; 
Floor Director, W. .L Anderson; Assistant Floor Director, L. H. Palmer. 

The Reception and Ball was the largest that had yet been held, and 
the hall was filled to its capacity. The grand march was led by Division 
Commander H. I’. Weiler and Division President, Mrs. M. F. Anderson. 
The receiving line was graced with the presence of Nation and State officers 
of all our Allied Orders. The Trooping of the Colors, in charge of W. L. 
Anderson, was composed of 24 Camp Parade Flags and 44 Auxiliary floor 
flags. 

Dancing was enjoyed before the reception until 9 o’clock, and after 
the reception until midnight. Music was furnished by Wallace’s Orchestra, 
Edith Wallace, director. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


Expenditures 
THANE ZC VIS EMEAS Sha Sho poudoduodsubaaycoasac $100.00 
Wallace’s Orchestra, 8 pieces. 5 50.00 
700 Programs with 2 cuts..... 19.50 
400 Invitations and 50 Reception Cards. a 11.00 
INS EpG UOC HGR orn OawUcg ds Ogude QUaee as 5.50 
i 2igallonsiiceiCream\y, eevee pierluslthe ess 21.60 
2:cans of Cookies... . 0 4.79 
eqeallons: Punches. s.5) tiie ele llee metre ieee 4.50 
200 Paper Cups........ O24. 3 RR etek 2.20 
300 Paper Napkins. . a 5 ‘ A 30 
IC GRR DOnME ASM Odondmcaone corocne sadgokaa .50 $219.89 
Receipts 
Sale of Ice Cream and Cookies...............+.. $54.80 


Baléiof Punch: «5. sisi stscieei eit eects 8.20 $63.00 


$156.89 
WILLIAM L. ANDERSON, Chairman. 
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COMMUNICATIONS | 


Division Secretary Anderson reads the following communications: 
Rev. J. Emery Coulter, 
Alstead-Langdon Universalist Churches, 


Alstead, N. H. 
To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans 
in Convention Assembled:— 

I wish to convey my greetings to you and wish to say that I regret 
exceedingly that I am not able to be present at this Encampment owing 
to important duties coming at this time. Trusting that you may have one 
of the best attended and most successful Encampments ever, I remain, 

Fraternally yours in F.,C. and L., 
(Signed) REV. J. EMERY COULTER, 
Camp 139, S. of V. 


TELEGRAM 
San Francisco, Cal., April 6, 1926 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 
Greetings from California-Pacific Division:—May your forty-fourth 
annual encampment be as full of joy as Haster day and may your deliber- 
ations exert a beneficial influence not only upon our beloved order but 


upon the national life of our representative republic. Suggest publishing 
constitution of United States in ‘“Banner”. 


DELEVAN B. BOWLEY, Division Commander 


TELEGRAM 


Pawtucket, R. I., April 6, 1926 
Harry F. Weiler, 


Sons of Union Veterans of Civil War, 
Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 
Greetings to encampment. Regret cannot be with you. Hearty 
congratulations on your splendid administration. 
CHARLES P. HALL, 
Past Senior Vice Commander~in-Chief 


TELEGRAM 
Danville, Indiana 
Harry F. Weiler, Boston, Mass. i 
Greetings and best wishes for a pleasant Convention. 


LAURA C. NISWANDER 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Resolutions addressed to the Division Encampment were read by 
the Division Secretary and referred to the various committees by the 
Division Commander, without discussion. 

These Resolutions are reported later in full, with the report and ~ 
recommendations of the committees thereon. 


F. V. Bell, Chairman Committee on Constitution and Regulations:— 
I would like to announce there will be a meeting of the Committee on 
Constitution and Regulations at Room 405 Hotel Bellevue at seven 
o’clock this evening and all Brothers interested in any way in these 
Resolutions will be welcome to appear at that meeting. 


Commander: On the Report of the Committee on Past Rank, action 
will be taken later. I interpret and rule this is a Committee of the last 
Encampment. You will act directly on the report of last year’s Encamp- 
ment Committee at the proper time. Any other unfinished business? 


Commander: The petitions of Alvah E. Dearborn of Camp 25, 
Worcester, and A. H. Higgins of Camp 72, Salem, have been read into the 


record and action will be taken on them tomorrow morning, if there is no 
objection. 


PAST DIVISION COMMANDERS INTRODUCED 

Commander: I am pleased to see that we have with us so many of 
our Past Division Commanders. It is a great pleasure for all of us who 
have been active for any length of time in the Order to think back when 
we first joined the Order and perhaps of the first Division Commander 
that we ever saw or met. Quite a number of them are here today. I should 
like very much to show to you those men who have served you in years 
past, and who, if they had the time and opportunity to speak, could tell 
you some very interesting history of the Order. I am going to ask in an 
informal way if all of the Past Division Commanders here present will 
just step forward and line up in front of the platform and I will tell you 
who they , and we might have a word from each of them, Here is 1884. 
Here is 1922, and all that comes in between—Past Division Commander, 
also Lieut.-Colonel Charles F. Sargent, who was Division Commander 
in 1884. 

Past Division Commander Col. C. F. Sargent:—Commander and 
Brothers: I was Commander in the old Order of the Sons of Veterans. 
On the year I was elected, Brother McCabe was élected Commander of 
the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. We got together and decided it was a time 
that there should be one Order in Massachusetts and not two. Therefore, 
we both Commanders resigned our positions, held a joint convention and 
elected a new man. 

Unfortunately for our Brother McCabe he did not have votes enough, 
and I was elected the second time. From that time, Massachusetts has 


gone on with one Division of the Sons of Veterans, and not two, fighting 
each other. 
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Commander: In 1895 you elected as your Division Commander 
Fred E. Bolton, who later beeame Commander-in-Chief, in 1911. 

Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton: 1 am going to talk to you 
Brothers. I imagine I will break loose before this convention is over. 
I find there is eleven years between Charlie Sargent and myself. This 
is a little secret. I am still the youngest man that was ever elected 
Division Commander in the Ma husetts Division. 

Commander: In the succeeding year the Division Commander was 
Harry D. Sisson, and you later elected him Commander-in-Chief, in 1920. 

Past Commander-in-Chief H. D. Sisson: Thirty years ago now I 
was Commander of the Division. I think this is the Twenty-ninth 
Encampment I have attended since that time. (Applause). One year 
that I remember I was ill and in the South and did not attend the Division 
Encampment, and I think, with that exception, it is the only one I have 
missed since 1882. Billie Stevens went out of office at the first Encampment 
that I attended. No Encampment was complete at that time without 
Joe McCabe. Joe is still living and with us. 

Commander: In the Division Headquarters there is a United States 
flag that has had a great deal of use, a soiled flag, that flew over the Head- 
quarters of the Sons of Veterans in Taunton all during the Spanish- 
American War, under Division Commander Leonard C. Couch, who is 
here with us today. 

Past Division Commander L. C. Couch: It was my fortune, perhaps, 
to be Commander of this Division during the Spanish War. It was my 

misfortune to make the record of having the largest losses in this Division 
of any Division Commander before or since. Probably that was the 
result of mismanagement, and also due to the fact that so many of the boys 
were away to the war. At that time we had a provisional camp under 
the authorization of Commander-in-Chief Frank Shepard, in the service, 
in the South, with 75 or 80 members in good standing, who formed this 
camp in the service and it was one of the greatest pleasures of my admin- 
istration to feel that those boys were joining the Order. 

Commander: The first Division Commander I ever saw was Everett 
Lynds, of Holyoke. I became a member of the Order in 1904, but did 
not know Commander Holbrook at that time A few months later I heard 
of a great, big meeting to be held in South Boston and that the Division 
Commander was coming. I went over there and saw the Division Com- 
mander himself,—Everett Lynds, of Holyoke. 

Past Division Commander E. H. Lynds: I begin to realize what a 
time has elapsed since I served as Division Commander. I am glad to be 
still with you. I remember the Division Commander who served you in 
1901, because he appointed me to a small office in the Division. It was a 
very small office, relatively. If I had realized what a big job it was to 
lead to, perhaps I might not have taken it so readily. I was appointed 
District Aide, and that set me going on my nefarious career toward the 
ultimate goal of Division Commander. 

This is my nineteenth anniversary of receiving that honor at your 
hands. I tried to do my best for the Division, and to show my apprecia- 
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tion of what the Division did for me. I studied out from that day how 
to go back into my Camp and to work for the advancement of our organ- 
ization. I might say that I was the first Commander of my Camp 23 
years ago, and two or three years ago I served my Camp again as Com- 
mander. In all these years there have been very few meetings that I have 
missed in my own Camp. 

Commander: In 1912 your Division Commander was Frank L. 
Kirchgassner, 2 most loyal and active member in those days, and still is. 
He has held a number of offices and his interest is as great in the welfare 
of the Order as it was in 1912 when he was Division Commander. 

Past Division Commander F. L. Kirchgassner: I am surely greatly 
pleased to be here today. I thought-I was going to miss this Encampment, 
as I was at home nursing some nice boils last week. My recollection of 
my first Encampment as a Delegate,—it was the greatest office I wasever 
elected to when I came down to help elect Brother Bolton as Division 
Commander. You can imagine how I felt when I thought I was going 
to miss this Encampment when we had one of the best Division Com- 
manders that we have had for years. He has served us well as Division 
Secretary. I am rejoiced to see Brother Lynds here today. I hope to 
be here a good many more years to work with all the Brothers who have 
worked with me. 

Commander: We installed in 1913, H. Harding Hale, who will say 
a word, 

Past Division Commander H. Harding Hale: The other morning 
I took up the newspaper and to my amazement I saw in large black type 
a heading of a story, “Weiler is dead.” That same evening or the following 
evening I went down to Faneuil Hall to find that Weiler was very much 
alive, and it carried me back over the years to the time in the far away 
past when I was laboring under the stress, the emergency and obligation 
of Division Commander, when I found as my true helpmeet and noble 
associate the Weiler of whom I spoke, and he was known in that day as 
“Efficiency Weiler”. I think his efficiency has grown and expanded until 
now he spréads out over the whole Division, and how well you know of 
his efficiency! Personally, I can look out of that window today, and have 
not been able to before, which tells me that the old Parker House is dead 
and likewise we Past, Division Commanders have gone forever. 

Commander: Then, with an interval of one year, we elected as our 
leader Brother Guy Richardson, whom we all love and like to hear, 
because he is so eloquent, and uses such nice words and puts them together 
in such a finished manner. 

Past Division Commander Guy Richardson: I find it a great honor 
to stand in this line, because here are the men who first installed me as 
Camp Commander. Here is the man who made the most eloquent speech 
when he nominated me for Division Commander that was ever made on 
the floor of this hall. When I was placed between Hale and Bronsdon 
I had to regard myself as being between the devil and the deep blue sea. 
It is for you to decide which is the devil and which is the deep blue sea. 

I want to tell you frankly I am saving what little oratorical ability I may 
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have left for Faneuil Hall tomorrow, for I have had the honor to be 
selected to go there with the Greetings Committee and see what, to me, 
will be the most significant audience that could be gathered together in 
Massachusetts. When you think of those two or three hundred men, 
everyone of them over eighty years of age, it inspires you with a zeal 
to show them our love and emotion while they are stillliving. (Applause.) 

Commander: Next in the line is Rev. A. A. Bronsdon, and I know 
you will all like to hear him speak. (Applause.) ¥ 

Past Division Commander Rev. A. A. Bronsdon: Out of the asso- 
ciations of a man’s life, there comes so often some splendid man that 
lives his life along the course of real value and worth and ministry, that 
in his ministration of service he gives something out of his heart. Loaning 
itself to a man’s life, it enlarges his joy and capacity of ministry. The 
church with its splendid Leader, ever urges enthusiasm because of the 
emotion and affection of a life of deed and of love. In the fellowship 
of these things we may live with these men,—with the makers of the Sons 
of Veterans organization.. There has been among the joys of my life 
the comradeship of a man whose ministry and friendship has given me 
something of happiness. The earliest recollection I have of the Sons of 
Veterans was during those years when Joseph McCabe had a part as its 
leader. It was before my active participation or relationship with the 
organization, but in those days of his labor and ministry there was born 
in my heart a hope that some day I might be a member of your Division 
of Massachusetts. William O. Cutler was the first Division Commander 
that I had associations with, as we were instituting a Camp in Ayer 
Junction then. Then came that acquaintanceship with the other repre- 
sentatives of the organization, such as Fred Bolton and Harry. Weiler 
and the men who have just spoken to you, who are honored to me in the 
persons of Frank Kirchgassner, Harding Hale,—for in the years that have 
come to me there has heen the association and appreciation all my life 
to be identified with the Massachusetts Sons of Veterans organization. 
It was during the year that our future was entangled with the great 
problem of the world crisis, and I look back upon that page of the history 
of our country, with a sense of pride that I had the opportunity to be a 
servant of this Division of Massachusetts. (Applause.) 

Commander: Brother Homan served as Division Organizer under 
Division Commander Bronsdon, as he alse served this past year under me. 

Past Division Commander Dr. E. W. Homan: As I stand down 
near the end of the line and look across to Charlie Sargent, there does not 
seem to be very many years difference between us. I just did a little 
mental arithmetic and discovered I was a little fellow paddling around 
in diapers when he was Division Commander. My. term of office as 
Division Commander, following Organizer under Richardson and Bronsdon 
that brought me very close to these men, was during the year that our 
country was in the World War. 

I have the meanest job of all, following the silver-tongued orator, 
Bronsdon. Brother Bronsdon has words that come right from the heart. 
I have to fall back on a very old story I have told a good many times 
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around the Division, about an old lady who went to a prayer meeting. 
Her name was Mary Ann. She always took part in the prayer meeting 
and gave her testimony, and finished up by saying, ‘when she died she 
hoped she would rest in Abraham’s bosom”. At her death, a tombstone 
was erected to her memory, with the following inscription: 

Mary Ann has gone to rest, 

She is safe on Abraham’s breast 

It’s mighty nice for Mary Ann, 

But mighty tough on Abraham. 


I remember Brother Lynds as my first Division Commander,— 
meeting him at Gettysburg, Pa., in 1905. I think the Division Commanders 
are destined to be a long-lived group of men. I trust that we may be 
spared many years, and do our part for the benefit of the organization. 
(Applause.) 

Commander: There is a gap between the terms of Brothers Homan 
and Bell. I think it is worthy of a word. Brother Rufus A. Soule, whose 
health is not good and who is not here today, and immediately succeeding 
Brother Soule was Ellsworth M. Brown, of Gardner. You men all know 
him, but Brother Brown is very weak from an incurable malady and 
those of us who are in close touch with him feel as though his days were 
very few. It would not have surprised me to have the Encampment 
hear of his passing. We know he would be here if his health would permit. 
I feel certain that another Encampment will find him entirely missing 
from the ranks of the Order, sad as it may seem to us. 

In 1920 Brother Bell served as our Division Commander. 

Past Division Commander F. V. Bell: It occurs to me, if I know the 
date of the first Division Encampment correctly, that it was about one 
week later when I first saw the light of day. Beyond all the other rewards 
that might make me proud as a worker in the Sons of Veterans, after 
having served as Division Commander, is the one great reason of the 
friendships that have been made in this work, and I am proud to perhaps 
repay in some small particular the debt of gratitude that I owe to these 
men with whom I have been associated in this work. The experience is 
one that a fellow can never forget. The closeness of the relationships 
with the men who have helped the Division and helped to carry it along- 

Commander: In the year following we were pleased to elect a map 
who had shown considerable action for the Order, Fred Upham, of 
Leominster. 

Past Division Commander Fred E. Upham: Brothers, I didn’t come 
into this Order until recently. I have only been a member some ten years. 
Well do I remember the day I joined the Sons of Veterans because of the 
pleasure it gave to my father and father-in-law. I mentally decided 
then and there as long as I lived I would be a worker in this organization. 
Well, I was Camp Commander for four years. The work I did in the 
Division was the result, of course, of the incentive that I had in my Camp. 
I found that they were enthusiastic and willing to work and worked with 
me and increased the membership, I felt it was the same in the Division, 
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and I am prepared to say that the brothers who worked with me certainly 
helped me in every possible way to make that interest. Like the snowball 
that rolls down the hill and gathers size and momentum, it represents what 
¢an be done by real interest and cooperation on the part of those interested 
in the work. 

Commander: And then came “Bill”. 

Past Division Commander W. L. Anderson: Brothers: Way, way 
back in 1922, I was elected Division Commander. Brother Past Division 
Commander Wentworth was the first Division Commander that I had the 
pleasure of serving. He stated that this is his Nineteenth Encampment 
es Past Division Commander and it is my Nineteenth Encampment as 
« member of the organization. I am very glad to be here today and mighty 
:'ad that you are here. Although you see a fine array of Past Division 
Commanders, I want to say to you here present there are many future 
Division Commanders among you today, and if you want the job, go out 
snd work. (Applause.) 


NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 
For Division Commander 

Past Division Commander E. H. Lynds: Commander and Brothers 
of the Massachusetts Division, Western Massachusetts comes to you 
vnanimously in presenting before you the name of their*favorite candidate 
for the ensuing year. He identified himself with the work of the Organ- 
iration under the tutorship of his father. Later he moved to the city of 
+’olyoke and identified himself with Camp 60. He has served your Division 
Commanders as District Commander and in the report of your Com- 
xcander he recommends that it be continued. Endorsed unanimously 
ty his Camp and by several Camps in Western Massachusetts, I take 


* y!leasure in presenting the name of Charles H. E. Moran, Jr. of Holyoke. 


J. E. Knox of Camp 1g, Springfield: I second the nomination of 
Prother Moran for Division Commander. 


For Senior Vice Division Commander 
Del. G. T. Fuller (150): I would like to nominate District Commander 
Arthur C. Drew of Camp 150, New Bedford, for Senior Vice Commander. 
Del. W. M. Miller (150): I second the nomination of Brother Drew. 


For Junior Vice Division Commander 
Div. Councillor William T. Darling (25): I would like to nominate 
Walter G. Burgess, of Camp 86, Barre. 


Del. Raymond A. Morse (25) seconds the nomination. “ 
Del. Francis A. Murphy (106) nominates Past Commander Francis 


A, Brown (106), Charlestown. a4) 
Com. Francis A. Brown, Jr. (106) seconds the nomination. 
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For the Division Council 
Del. J. A. Finn (81): I would like to offer the name of Commander 
Ralph L. Smith of Camp 81, Chelsea. 
P. C., W. H. Johnson (58): I desire to second the nomination of 
Brother Smith, of Chelsea. 
P. D. C., Dr. E. W. Homan: I would like to place in nomination 


“for the second member of the Council,—Past Commander Charles M. 


Appleton, of Camp 72, Salem. 

P. C., F. McLaughlin (72): It gives me great pleasure to second the 
nomination of Charles M. Appleton. 

P. D. C., F. E. Upham: I nominate for the other member of the 
Council, Edward H. Nutting of Camp 52, Leominster. 

P. C., W. H. Johnson (58), Hyde Park; P. C., I. W. Floyd (45), 
Arlington, and P. C., N. E. Giles (6), Beverly, were also nominated for 
the Division Council. 


For Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission 


Commander: Next on the ballot you are to nominate a member 
of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission. P. C. E. E. Fish of Camp 
81 retires this year. Nominations are in order to fill the vacancy. This 
Committee has charge of the Sons of Veterans’ Dormitory at the Soldiers’ 
Home, and usually conducts the Memorial Service annually on the first 
Sunday in June, at the Home. 

P. D. C., F. L. Kirchgassner: I am very glad to nominate B. E. Fish 
of Camp 81, Chelsea, for a 5-year term on the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory 
Commission. 

P. C., G. F. Brady (81): In view of the fact of the long service of the 
man who has been nominated, I move the nominations be closed. 


‘For G. A. R. Fund Commission 


Commander: Trustees of the G. A. R. Fund. The term of three 
years filled by Past Commander in Chief Joseph B. McCabe expires and 
it is in order to elect a member of the Division as a three-year Trustee of 
the G. A. R. Fund. 

P. C., George F. Brady (81): Applying the same statement, I nom- 
inate the present incumbent, Brother J. B. McCabe. 

Alt. W. F. Nutter (4) seconds the nomination. 


For Delegates to the National Encampment 


Commander: Next in order will be the election of delegates and 
alternates for the National Encampment next September. 

Del. J. B. Doyle (14): It is my pleasure to nominate Newell B. 
Austin, of Camp 14. 

Commander: It will be in order for the Division to select 19 delegates 
apportioned as follows: 1 from the Division, and 18 others; each repre- 
senting 500 of our membership or majority fraction thereof. 
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P.C., J. W. Webber (150): I move that the nominations be in writing, 
each candidate endorsed by two members of the Convention. 

P. C., G. W. Graves (124): I second that motion. 

P. C., A. L. Phelan (14): Was the first nomination to be included 
in that? 


Commander; I will recognize one nomination, if you wish. The 
motion is made and seconded that all other nominations be made in 
writing with two names for endorsement. (Vote was taken and the En- 
campment so ordered.) 


Commander: We are about to have the filing of nominations for 


delegates. We will have a five-minute recess for this purpose. 


Candidate 


. F. Nutter (4) 
. E. Choate (6) 
E. Giles (6) 

P. Hanners (6) 
B. Austin (14) 

. Knox (15) 

. Skehan (16) 
A. Bartlett (17) 
W. J. Prince (21) 

G. P. Mackie (37) 
G. W. Clapp (44) 
E. J. Goodman (46) 
I. F. Ludwig (46) 
H. C. Richardson (52) 
G. E. Whitney (53) 
F. E. Perkins (56) 
C. T. Tobin (72) 

G. R. Beckman (75) 
J. A. Finn (81) 
E. T. Davis (102) 
E. E. Bennett (127) 
G. T. Fuller (150) 


W. 
W. 
N. 
W. 
N. 
J.E. 
J.P. 
J. 


Nominated by 


. Leutz (61), W. W. Stone (54) 
L. Hanners (6), N. E. Giles (6) 
P. Hanners (6), W. L. Anderson (79) 


T.C. 

J. 

E. Giles (6), J. P. DeVine (6) 
A. 


W. 
N.E. 
J. B. Doyle (14), J. N. Gilman (14) 

L. W. Knox (15), H. Matte (15) 

G. A. Smith (50), E. W. Howland (50) 

G. Makepeace (17), A. L. Maynard (148) 

F. C. Sargent (21), L. D. Sargent (21) 

G. W. Graves (124), H. A. Earle (124) 

W. R. Furrows (44), C. H. E. Moran, Jr. (60) 
H. F. Weiler (79), W. L. Anderson (79) 

W. H. Libbey (127), G. Richardson (46) 

J. E. Locke (52), E. W. Foley (52) 

E. M. Canfield (53), G. W. Wikel (53) 

F. L. Kirchgassner (56), H. H. Marshall (56) 
GC. M. Appleton (72), J. A. Metcalf (1) 

Dr. E. W. Homan (34), F. L. Kirchgassner (56) 
R. L. Smith (81), F. J. Geyer (81) 

F. L. Geggatt (102), H. F. Weiler (79) 

W. H. Libbey (127), W. T. Darling (25) 

J. W. Webber (15), W. M. Miller (150) 


Telegram to P. D. C., Ellsworth W. Brown 


P. D. C., Rev. A. A. Bronsdon: I think a very friendly service might 
be rendered by this Encampment, if we send over the signature of Division 
Commander Weiler, a telegram to our Brother Brown. I move these 
words: ‘Your friends and Brothers, meeting in Encampment in Lorimer 
Hall, miss your presence today. Send love and greetings.” (Motion 
seconded and passed by rising vote of the Encampment.) 
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G. A. R. DELEGATION VISITATION 


At this point, the following delegation arrived: 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R., Oscar A. Janes, 
of Detroit, Mich.; Surgeon-General John Gilbert, of Fall River; National 
Chief-of-Staff George Hcsley; Charles W. Parker, Commandant of the 
Soldiers’ Home, and Commander-in-Chief Ireland of the 8. U. V. 

Commander: It gives me an, unusual amount of pleasure to have on 
the platform with me such distinguished guests representing such distin- 
guished organizations. I am not going to call on all of these gentlemen for 
remarks. Our own Commander-in-Chief I am hardly going to recognize 
here at this time, because he is coming to us again in a later session. We 
are just going to pass him by now. Also, the Commandant of the Soldiers’ 
Home has made the request that I do not call upon him. 

Comrade Oscar A. Janes. (Applause). Mr. President and members 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Sons and grandsons of 
men who imperiled their lives and made sacrifices to preserve the Flag 
for you. I am representing the Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R., John 
B. Inman of Springfield, Tll., who is at home ill and unable to come to 
Boston to attend the Department Encampment of the G. A. R. At his 
request I came to represent him here at the State Conventions of the 
G. A. R. and the allied associations connected with it. I regret exceedingly 
that he cannot be here. He desired me to extend to all these Organizations 
his best wishes for their success, and his regrets that he was unable to 
respond as he desired to. I am not going to make a long talk to you. T 
know long speeches are wearisome and tiresome. I have always been a 
strong and firm friend of the Sons of Veterans’ organization. I have a son 
who belongs to it, who has been in Detroit at the head of the Camp there, 
and who later served in the great war of the world in France. Of course, 
he is alive now and also with the American Legion. As I said to the Grand 
Army this afternoon, I have special pride in coming to Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, for my great, great ancestor was a Massachusetts soldier in the 
Revolutionary War. I have the certificate from the Adjutant General of 
this State giving me his record, which enabled me to join the organization 
known as the Sons of the American Revolution. So I have Revolutionary 
blood in my veins, and I became inspired when I come to Boston, which is 
the home of liberty, which is the home of those who first met the English 
soldiers at Lexington and Concord, at Bunker Hill, and Breed’s Hill, 
that this nation might become one, and forever should be a nation of 
liberty, justice and humanity. Feeling that way in the Sixties when the 
attempt was made to divide this nation that was established by our fore- 
fathers, to take from the blue ground of that flag some of its stars, imbued 
with that spirit of Revolutionary blood I followed that Flag until I was 
bid no longer to do it by the loss of a portion of my body. Later I had a son, 
who followed that Flag. Then, there is the blood of liberty in the family 
that flows in our veins. 

Sons of Veterans of the Civil War, you are men organized for the 
purpose of perpetuating the memory of your fathers and grandfathers in 
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that great stuggle, not only to perpetuate the memories, but maintain 
for all time the ideals and purposes for which they endangered their lives. 
The soldiers of that Civil War are rapidly passing away and joining their 
comrades on the other shore—114,000 of that nearly two and one-half 
million that responded, are living—passing away at the rate of twenty-five 
thousand a year. You can sce it is only a few years longer when only 
now and then there will be a soldier of the Civil War living; and it then 
devolves upon you as Sons not only to-perpetuate their memories, but 
to preserve the principles and ideals for which they fought and sacrificed 
and maintained this government. 


There is the tendency,—I don’t know whether it is prevalent in 
Boston or not, but it is in other cities, to create an ideal of government 
contrary to that which our fathers fought for,—a government not founded 
on liberty, right and justice, but a government that shall take from this 
one and that one what rightfully belongs to him and distribute it around. 
In other words, a communistic spirit, a radical element, and a Bolshevik 
element. In the cities where the foreign element predominate, it is your 
duty to Americanize them, and see that they do not gain that hold they 
have already gained in France, in England and some of the other European 
countries. They hope that they shall revolutionize Europe in that way. 
If they cannot revolutionize America by peaceable means, they will 
revolutionize it by force of arms. There is something you must maintain. 
We leave upon you the greatest heritage any human being ever had, 
a heritage of living in America as an American in a Country that stands 
above any Country in the whole world. (Applause.) All done in 150 
years. When the World War came on, and I came to read up on it, I 
thought I foresaw what the Kaiser was attempting to do. His father, 
not long before (just before his death), in talking to his people of Germany 
said this: “Within three generations autocratic government by two or 
more will cease to exist and Germany will elect a president and have a 
representative government similar to that of the United States of America’. 
That was the prediction of the Kaiser's father. The Kaiser himself 
remembered that, and he sought to obviate such a condition of things 
as that by extending his autocratic rule over France and England and 
become the ruler of the European world, perpetuating monarchy. Thanix 
God, America changed it. No question. You take the statements of 
the leading men of France and England, and there is no question but what 
it was the advent of America into that war that ended it, and restored to 
the people of Europe better government. Germany has a better gov- 
ernment than she had. She has come out of it, just as the Kaiser's father 
stated, with a representative government,—a president and representatives 
elected by the people. If the foundation trouble can be settled between 
France and England satisfactory fo all parties, Germany will have a 
Republic of United Europe. 

Now, I say, isn’t that a heritage for you to live for, my young friends? 
Live to see the Union that your fathers conceived. If defeat had come 
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to their arms and this Country been divided there would have been not. 
only two, but three or four little governments in the United States. We 
would not have been able to participate in the great World War, and thus 
become known as the leading nation of the world. Your fathers and 
grandfathers saved the nation which is destined to save the world for 
democracy. I am very glad to meet you and say a few words to you. 
But if we in the work of organizing the Sons, work and cooperate in 
harmony together and build up your organization, when we have passed 
to the Great Beyond, we shall leave behind us an Organization that will 
perpetuate and keep alive the principles for which we battled in the 
Sixties. (A pplause.) 

Commander: We will now have the pleasure of listening to an address 
by Surgeon-Gencral Gilbert of Fall River, Mass. 

Surgeon-General Gilbert: I want to say, while the Commander- 
in-Chief was talking about the great privilege that you have and the 
honor that is upon you to be the sons of the men that saved the govern- 
ment, there is a mission that you should perform. There is no doubt 
about it, and no greater work, no greater mission can a man have than 
to teach to the people of this country today what it is to live in the United 
States. A man said to me today,—“What is this that is going on? An 
excursion or something of that kind??? Because I had my uniform on. 
“Not particularly so’’, I said. “It is the annual state convention of the 
G. A. R.” He didn’t know anything about the G. A. R., he never had 
heard of the Civil War. Didn’t know anything about Abraham Lincoln. 
T asked him who was the first President of the United States, and he said 
that was George Washington. He knew that. Didn’t know this country 
had been divided and there had been a great Civil War, which cost the 
lives of so many hundreds of thousands of men. I was talking to a class 
of ladies in a Sunday School and during the course of the talk I asked 
them the question, “Who was the first President of the United States?” 
They said, “George Washington. He was first in war, first in peace and 
first in the hearts of his countrymen.” I said, “How did he become 
President? Wasn’t he a General in the Army?—Well, what army was it 
that he was interested in?” One of them spoke up, and thought she was 
very intelligent, “Didn’t he fight at Gettysburg?’ ((Laughter.) I have 
talked to the children in all the different schools in our city. There are 
all ¢ s and nationalities represented. We went before the Board of 
Aldermen in our city with reference to the quarters of the different 
national bodies. 

One man got up and said he was in the World War, also in the Spanish- 
American War. “I got my inspiration in patriotism from what this man 
said.”’ That it was because of what I had said, that when the time came 
to enlist, he was the first to go and enlist and do his duty asa man. That 
was quite encouraging to know, that we had some sort of enthusiasm to 
the benefit of the Country. How many times have I gone and spoken 
to the High Schools and the different grammar schools, to the boys and 
girls that are growing up? They are the ones to be the salvation of this 
Country. It is necessary that you keep before the people what it has 
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cost in blood and treasure to maintain the Flag of our Country and its 
institutions. I am very glad to say a word for your encouragement and 
urge you to maintain your Organization, build it up and merit the name, 
as this is one of the Organizations that is for the benefit and for the good 
of humanity and for the preservation of our nation. (Applause.) 


Commander: I am sure that we all know and like the National 
Chief of Staff,—George A. Hosley. 


National Chief of Staff George A. Hosley: Commander-in-Chief, 
distinguished guests, and Sons of Veterans: I am not going to take your 
time, but there is one thing I do want to bring to your attention. There 
are about ten thousand of you boys in this state and the Commander- 
in-Chief and the Surgeon-General have told you your duty. You have a 
lot of work ahead of you and it is about time you woke up and did it. 
There is one thing you want to get hold of. It is about time the Sons of 
Veterans, Daughters of Veterans, Women’s Relief Corps, numbering 
200,000 and over, and Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, put their shoulders 
to the wheel and just tell these politicians where they head in. Now then, 
the pension bill is pigeon-holed. That is a decided fact. It won’t be 
allowed to come up at all. They say it is not necessary. Just stop and 
think for a moment. It may not be necessary for Massachusetts, because 
this state pays over a million dollars every year in State Aid, to the 
veterans of the Civil War. It also appropriates over $225,000 to run the 
Soldiers’ Home besides other benefactions. Massachusetts does more 
and spends more than all the other states in the Union put together. 
(Applause.) That is a fact, I am not stretching it. Now then, go out 
West. Towa, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri—not a cent of State 
Aid. The poor old veteran, sick and crippled has only $50 a month. 
He applies for help; it pauperizes him. Emphatically so. That is just 
how it stands in those States. It is about time you fellows woke up, and 
joined hands together, and put it up to your Congressmen all over the 
United States. “It is coming on election. Are you going to vote to increase 
that pension to $72 a month or are you not? If you are not, we will put 
somebody in there that will.” (Applause.) I don’t believe in bringing 
polities in these meetings. You never heard me speak on it before. But 
the time has come when you have got to come out and assert yourselves. 
Your right is to vote for that which will help your old fathers that are 
needy out West. I have been ten years Chief of Staff. I write different 
comrades sending out circular letters for contributions. Just what they 
havea mind to give. No stated sum. One fellow wrote me from Kansas 
and sent $2 last year. Said he would like to go to the Convention at Grand 
Rapids. Commander-in-Chief Ahrensburg was in the same regiment 
with him, but he had a wife who had been an invalid for five or six years. 
He had cared for her. He had just his $50 to live on and could not go. 
But he would send that $2 and only wishes that he could make it larger. 
I sent the $2 back to him and told him I would put it in myself. I have a 
hundred of them like him. “I would so much like to go to the National 
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Encampment.”’. Congress don’t hesitate, and the President don’t hesitate 
to approve of a raise of their salaries from $7500 to $10,000,—not a word 
of objection. It is not pigeon-holed. They don’t hesitate to make an 
appropriation or recommendation of the War Department to buy the 
Cape Cod Canal because Perry Belmont has got $12,000,000 sunk into 
it, and it is not a paying proposition. They throw away $20,000,000 more 
for a bridge across the Potomac in memory of us. That fills up the 
stomachs of the old veterans! God knows there are monuments, bridges 
and arches enough raised up all over the country in niemory of us. And 
the poor fellows,—there are lots of them in need. They are the ones that 
want help. 

Commander: I will ask Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson to say @ 
few words in response. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: Since we have been regaled by 
this delegation of the Grand Army, I have come to a conclusion as to 
who is going to be the last man in the G. A. R., and at that time he will 
be the Grand Army of the Republic. It is with a great deal of diffidence, 
sirs, that I attempt to respond to the inspiration which it is to have you, 
our fathers, here. It is some time since I have taken the position of 
supplicant at my father’s knee. It is some time since I have talked other 
than as a father to his boys, and I don’t know just exactly how to do it. 
It scems to me your history, your achievements, are secure. I think 
you have written them in enduring history. I don’t think we can add 
to your lustre. I do think, however, that some of the things that you have 
completed are not understood. I think we have an opportunity, and 
I wish I could today pledge you the membership, the volume of member- 
ship that would insure to you during your latter days that the future 
would take care of your memory. I believe that is one thing particularly 
that we can do and we should do. I see in the distance that the trédition 
of Memorial Day is likely to lose the significance it bears of being a day 
created and instigated by the Grand Army. I pledge you our efforts to 
see that Memorial Day is maintained as a day dedicated to the Grand 
Army of the Republic. (Applause.) (Delegation escorted from the hall.) 

Recess 


Past Division Commander Guy Richardson moves that we convene 
at ten o’clock tomorrow morning. Motion seconded by Alt. W. F. Nutter- 
(4) It was so ordered. 
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SECOND SESSION 


Wednesday Morning, !April 7th, 1926 


Meeting called to order at 10.06 A.m. 


Commander: The first thing on the order of business this morning 
is the reading of reports of Committees. 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

P. C., G. E. Hunt (67), Chairman of the Committee on Officers’ 

Reports: I would like to say a few words that are not in this report. I 
want to say to you that I would feel remiss in my duty as Chairman 
of this committee if I did not say a few words to this Encampment as to 
how I feel personally on the work that has been done in the past year by 
your Division Officers. You know the little fellow presiding has given the 
best part of his young life to this Order. (Applause.) He has practically 
ruined his health and killed his business with his loyalty to the Sons of 
Veterans. He is going to retire from office today and practically will have 
to give a few days of his time to recruit his health. We don’t want to let 
him get in that condition of an old man and let him stop and think the 
years that have gone by are not appreciated. We want to keep him busy 
for the good of the game. Harry Weiler, in my opinion, and in the 
opinion of your Committee whose report I am going to read, knows more 
today about the needs of the Camps and members of this Division than 
anyone else. (Applause.) For seventeen years he has been an officer, and 
you who know him have known that after ten o’clock at night, if you 
wanted to find Harry Weiler, you would find him at Division Headquarters. 
He has not had time enough to get a wife, but probably he will now. 
Now, the monument that we can erect here in Massachusetts, to Harry 
Weiler, is to carry on and show to him twenty-five years from noy, that 
the seventeen years of service that he has given to this Division was not 
wasted energy. We don’t want to pledge to Harry Weiler tonight, but 
we do want to pledge to our individual selves that we will give the next 
twenty-five years of our service to the Sons of Veterans.. What applies 
to him also applies to some of his friends that he has gathered about him 
as his official family the past year. I don’t know how many of them were 
misfits? 

Brother Bronsdon, as a minister, has not saved my soul yet, although 
he is trying hard to do it. I believe we are all going to be saved, and 
united; and we are all living together and we are going to be known, 
not only as Sons of Union Veterans, but Sons of our Saviour. 

There is something about this Officers’ report we are very anxious 
to have settled this morning. I want to say to you this report wasn’t 
written hastily. Your Division Commander sent me a copy of his report 
more than a week ago. With the explanation, as above stated I will now 
read the short typewritten report.” 
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Boston, Mass., April 7, 1926 


To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War in Encampment Assembled. 


Greetings:— 

Your Commitiee on Officers’ Reports to whom was referred the 
reports of your several Officers and Committees which were presented 
to the Encampment yesterday, beg leave to submit the following report. 

First, we wish to commend the Officers and Committees who have 
carried on the work of our Division during the past year. While the reports 
submitted do not show any large increase in membership or in our financial 
standing, we do feel that under conditions existing that we are to be 
congratulated in being able to have presented to us such favorable reports. 

We desire especially to commend the excellent work done by the 
Division Commander, Brother Harry F. Weiler. In our opinion Brother 
Weiler knows more about the needs of this Division than any other one 
member .He has served this Division faithfully as Division Secretary for 
several years, and Division Commander the past year. When he retires 
from the office of Division Commander at the close of this Encampment, 
we feel that the Division is losing the services of a valuable and efficient 
Officer. While Brother Weiler on account of business conditions, will not 
be able to give as much of his time to the Division for the next few years 
as he has in the past, we do feel that this Division owes him a debt of 
gratitude for the services he has rendered. } 

We have carefully considered the recommendations presented to this 
Encampment by your Officers and Committees and we recommend as 
follows: 

1. That recommendation No.1 of your Division Commander, 
providing for a District Commander system to be provided for in the 
by-laws of the Division be approved. 

2. That his recommendation for the appointment of a Division 
Good of the Order Committee be approved. 

3. That his reeommendation providing for a series of radio programs, 
and that an appropriation of $100.00 be made to meet part of the expenses 
of same be approved. 

4. That his recommendation providing for the appointment of 2 
Committee on Publicity to include the Division Publicity Secretary and 
two others be approved. 

5. That his recommendation providing for the appointment of ® 
Legislative Committee each year be approved. ‘ 

6. That his recommendation providing for the appointment of 2 
Committee to revise the Division by-laws be approved. Said Committee 
to report at the next Division Encampment. 

7. That his recommendation that this Division take over the per 
capita tax of every Grand Army Post in Massachusetts for all time to 
come pledging our entire G. A. R. Trust Fund and other resources for 
that purpose, and that we make immediate payment of the allotment for 
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the coming year, be approved, and that the proper Officers arrange for 
the carrying out of this recommendation. x 

That his recommendation for an Officer to be designated as Division _ 
Inspector be approved, and that the work incidental to the inspection of 
Camps be assigned to him. 

Your Division Secretary makes two recommendations and we concur 
in both of them. 

We, therefore, recommend that these two recommendations be 
referred to the incoming Division Council with full power. 

We concur in the recommendation of the Committee of the John A. 
Andrew Home and recommend that a’ Committee of five members be 
appointed by the incoming Division Commander to further the interests 
of the Home. 

We further recommend that this Division appropriate the sum of 
$200.00 for the Home. 

We call your special attention to the report of the Special Committee 
on Encampment Procedure and recommend that their suggestions be 
carried out as far as practical, believing that if a schedule for the Encamp- 
ment can be presented and followed as closely as possible it will-have a 
tendency to allow our Division to have more time for constructive measures. 

Tn closing this report your Committee feels that the thanks of this 
Encampment, and in fact every member of the Division should be extended 
to those Officers who have conducted our affairs since our last Annual 
Encampment, and who will today retire from office. We feel that each 
one has taken an interest in the duties assigned him, and while undoubtedly 
each one feels that he has not accomplished as much during the year 
as he anticipated doing, when he accepted office one year ago, nevertheless, 
it is impossible in our organization, as it is not constituted, to get Officers 
to serve who can give the proper amount of time necessary to conduct the 
work of their respective offices without being obliged to neglect their 
regular vocations. 

Fraternally submitted, i 


GEORGE E. HUNT 

H. D. SISSON 

F. L. KIRCHGASSNER 
C. H. E. MORAN, Jr. 
W. E. CHOATE 


It was moved and seconded, and confirmed by a vote of the Encamp- 
ment, that the report be adopted. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


Seripture Reading, Revelation 21: 1-27; 22: 1-5. Div. Chaplain, Rev. 
A. A. Bronsdon: 

“These words have fallen upon the ears of all sorrowing peoples 
through long years of time. There is a certain mystery concerning those 
words which we do not understand. But friends, today they are alone the 
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comfort of every heart that has suffered by sorrow, and to these words we 
turn with gladness of heart and soul in the hours of our need. As these 
words have brought comfort to our minds, our friends, our loved ones; 
so today I use them in memory of the brothers who have gone to their 
eternal reward—124 Brothers of this Division have passed into the glory 
of the New Jerusalem during the past year. Perhaps the outstanding 
name among them all is that of Past Division Commander, Albert C. 
Blaisdell. I am informed by those familiar with his ministry and service 
as a man in the great field of fraternity that he was an efficient, useful, 
business-like servant of this Division; honored by re-election, something 
never given before or since to any Division Commander. The record of 
his achievement and ministry with that of the fellowmen who have died 
throughout the year is now a portion of the Lamb’s Book of-Life. We 
own that record of service, and of love and of faith, and I ask you to rise, 
and in the silence of these moments may we bow our hearts, our heads, 
our souls, and give thanks to God for the ministry of these brother men.” 

Prayer, Rev. A. A. Bronsdon: x 

“Almighty God, we thank Thee for the challenge of every hour and 
every day. We thank Thee for the ministry and presence of our great love 
in our lives and hearts, and we offer today the thanks of grateful hearts 
to Thee for the ministry and love and friendship of the many men who 
have lived the scenes of life and gone to be forever with their God during 
the past year. In these moments of our sincere attitude of prayer somehow 
draw us closer to God as men, as fellowmen, to Thee in the tasks appointed 
to us in the coming days, and in the coming year our lives shall be full of 
love and service and ministry to one another and to Thee, our God and 
Father. In Jesus Christ's name.—Amen.” 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Commander: Up in Leominster we have a large, aetive Camp and 
its Commander of last year is somewhat of an entertainer. He is here 
today and has consented to give us the benefit of his services. 
Accordion Selections—P. C., Albert H. Adams (52). 


GREETINGS FROM WOMAN’S RELIEF CORP 


An escort composed of Past Division Commanders L. C. Couch, 
E. H. Lynds and F. L. Kirchgassner, escorted to the hall the official 
greetings committee of the Woman’s Relief Corps, composed of Mrs. 
Helen E. Olney, Chairman of the Department Executive Board; Mrs. 
Hinchcliffe, Chairman of the Sons of Veterans Aides; and Past Department 
President, Mrs. Ca A. Loring. 

Commander: This is certainly one of the bright spots of our Encamp- 
ment, to have the laides of the Woman's Relief Corps come to us with a 
word of encouragement and greetings. They represent a very large, active 
worthy Organization. I know the message they bring will interest you all 
and I hope you will get the inspiration that you always get from the 
messages that come to us from the Woman’s Relief Corps. 
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Mrs. Olney: Division Commander, Division Officers and Brothers 
of the Sons of Veterans, To begin with I must tell you that I am now the 
Chairman of the Department Executive Board, and this is my last appear- 
ance before the public for some time, because I am not in office for another 
year. I felt a great honor was paid me when Mrs. Walker detailed me to 
come over here. It cannot be said, “Your annual visit.”” I wish that it 
might be. 

I was detailed to bring to you the greetings of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps of Massachusetts, and you all know what that means. Nothing is 
much dearer to their hearts after the Grand Army than the Sons of the 
Grand Army. We stand at all times ready and willing and anxious to do 
what we can for your good, to promote your organization and bring you 
into closer relationship with us and with the Grand Army. We know that 
you are doing a great work, and like to see your Camps increase. There 
is a great work for your Commander in my town, North Attleboro. 

I wish that you might have a Camp in North Attleboro. 
I have spoken to several, and I think Mr. Anderson is one, and asked him 
to do what he could, and have talked with many of the men out there. 
I don’t know why it is that we can’t have one. They say there is no chance 
for it. Our Post has only nine members. They depend almost wholly on 
the American Legion. We are holding our Post together by main strength, 
and the American Legion bring the members to the meeting once a month 
and take them home. If we only had the Sons of Veteran out there to do 
that! I think they should come first with the Grand Army. (Applause.) 
T was very much pleased this morning to have the honor of meeting Mr. 
Couch. He is an old-time friend of mine. We worked together for many 
years in the Seventh Regiment. I was pleased to have the pleasure of 
his escort. Commander,—On behalf of the Woman’s Relief Corps I have 
brought to you these flowers. Flowers are so dear to us all and they mean 
so much. The fraternity, charity and loyalty of our organization to the 
Grand Army are all expressed, and on a dull day outside these will bring 
to you the inspiration of all the organizations to which we belong, and we 
know they bring with them the love and greetings of the Woman’s Relief 
Corp . 

Commander: Sister Olney, this is indeed a pleasure. I realize that 
flowers express the things that words in the dictionary fail to express. 
I am sure that the members of the Encampment accept this from your 
Organization to our Organization, and we certainly prize them not only 
on account of the source, but on the beautiful way in which the sentiments. 
have been expressed. (Applause.) 

Commander: I will next introduce the Chairman of the Sons of 
Veterans Aides in the Woman’s Relief Corps, Mrs. Hinchcliffe. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Hinchcliffe: Mr. Commander, Visiting Officers and Sons: It 
gives me great pleasure to come today, but as I am no speech maker, T 
am going to say very few words. I am going to leave that to Mrs, Loring, 
who has some very nice things to say to you. I want at this time to present 
to you $142.25 that we have earned this year. This is to add to the Benja- 
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min J. Loring Fund, helping to organize your new Camps. I am very 
pleased to be here. It is my first visit, and I hope I will have the oppor- 
tunity to visit you again. 

Commander: We are always fortunate when visited by the Sons of 
Veterans Aides. We have a fund that perhaps you need to be reminded of 
occasionally, is for organization purposes. We appreciate that feeling of 
sentiment evidenced by the cooperation that comes from the Woman’s 
Relief Corps through its Sons of Veterans Aides. They have been a fine, 
hard-working representation of the mother Organization of ours, When 
Mr . Olney suggested that we have a Camp in North Attleboro, I know 
that her desire and our effort will make it possible. We will have a Camp 
there yet, and Mrs. Olney and her members of the Corps will do their 
part. We hope that the Fund may prove worthy of the effort that you 
have put into it. Will you thank, if you can, the members who have 
participated in this and express to your Encampment our very great 
appreciation. 

Mrs. Loring should be known to you without even mentioning her 
name. She does so many pleasing, interesting things, I am going to call 
upon her now to express herself to you fittingly, as she surely can. 

Mrs, Loring, Past Department President: Commander of the Sons 
of Union Veterans, officers and members of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts. I will not take but a very few moment of your time. I was more 
than delighted once again to be placed upon the Committee to pay you a 
fraternal visit this morning. I especially have something more pleasing 
than I ever had before when I came to see you. This little woman that 
has stood up here before you so shy, has tried so hard all the year, as 
Chairman of the Committee of Sons of Veterans Aides, to make the large 
sum to bring to you to add to my Comrade’s fund, the Benjamin J. Loring 
Memorial Fund, which was instituted by my Chairman of the Sons of 
Veterans Aides, Mrs. Cora L. Hatch, wife of one of your Brothers, J. B. 
Hatch of Dorchester. She has worked very faithfully and been so inter- 
ested, and you will remember last year when I came here with the Sons 
of Veterans Aides to pay you a visit, that I brought with me a photo of 
Mr. Loring, as I wanted you to see what kind of a looking Comrade the 
Memorial Fund was instituted for. And I was asked the question, “Can’t 
we have this picture?” TI said, “You can’t have that picture, because it is 
all the one that I have; but I will see to it that you have a picture some 
time.” So those Aides cooperated together, and finally, this little woman 
who stood before you a few moments ago, took it upon herself to send to 
me for that picture that I showed to you, and to earn the money as an 
individual to have that picture enlarged and bring to you this year to 
hang upon your walls, so that when you look into the face of that Comrade, 
of whom you requested the picture, you would see a Comrade that started 
out with the Minutemen of ’61 and serving to the expiration of the three 
months, re-enlisted and served three years more in the Ist Battalion 
Heavy Artillery, and twelve years ago was called home. So I could say 
many things to you, but I will not take the time. You know my heart is 
with you, my interest is with you, and Iam a mother to you. (Applause.) 
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If I could, I would like to clasp each one of your hands and say: “God 
bless you. You are taking the places of those splendid men that are grad- 
ually moving on toward the sunset hour.” But it is impossible to do that 
today. Don’t let any other Organization take your places in your town 
or city, where you ought to be taking the places of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. (Applause.) (Exhibits picture.) And now on behalf of this 
little woman who earned every cent of the enlargement of that picture, 
frame and all, I ask your acceptance of this picture of my Comrade. 
(Applause.) He has gone on, but it seems to me this moment and this 
hour that he knows just what is being done and that a benediction rests 
upon you Sons of Veterans, with the thought to take the places of the 
Comrades of ’61-'65, and do everything to perpetuate the memory of such 
men as he was. (Applause.) 

Commander: Brethren it is entirely too great a task for me to make 
an address of acceptance of this picture, and I am going to ask our Senior 
Past Division Commander if he will say the words of acceptance that fit 
this occasion. We have with us today the Past Division Commander that 
is senior even to Brother Sargent who was here yesterday.—That is Fred 
J. Bradford, the first Commander of the Massachusetts Division, and I 
will ask him if he will perform this duty for me and for the Division in 
accepting this picture and expressing the return greetings to the Woman’s 
Relief Corps. 

Past Division Commander F. J. Bradford: Mr. Commander,—a 
salute of honor and tribute to the picture of that Comrade! ~I wish, on 
behalf of the Massachusetts Division, to most sincerely and most deeply 
thank you, and to that sister who has worked so nobly, we extend heartfelt 
greetings and appreciation of that effort that was made in order that we 
might derive inspiration from a man, who not only in the time of the war 
when the country needed him, rendered efficient duty and responded to 
that call nobly, but whose life was such that we can well emulate him. 
I thank you, and in saying I thank you, I am speaking for our entire 
Massachusetts Division. We will derive inspiration from those words 
which you have given us. We will take them home and we will ponder 
well the words and meaning and significance and try to interpret all that 
patriotism means as exemplified by the Comrade there and whose splendid 
picture is before us. We need once in a while, as we grow older, a little 
renewed inspiration; not that our courage lacks, but sometimes failing 
strength causes our feet to falter. Our love, our same high ideals, same 
love of country, and our desire to perform our duties and follow along 
in the footsteps of our Comrades is ever before us. How fitting that we 
should receive the benediction of our mothers! Who, in times of trouble, 
do we as boys go to, but our mothers! When that great love of motherhood 
is ever present in a man’s heart you will find there the noblest sentiment 
that it is possible to possess. ‘The Woman’s Relief Corps! All these years 
have they rendered such splendid and efficient service,—patriotism exem- 
plified. I want to say, as the first Division Commander, I never have, 
in all these years, seen such a splendid act as was enacted here today. 
T can say with truth that we are endeavoring in our humble way to follow 
along in the footsteps of the Grand Army and the Woman’s Relief Corps. 
Mothers, we as boys, thank you. (Applause.) 
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GREETINGS FROM DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS 


The Encampment next received a visit from a delegation of three 
members of the Daughters of Union Veterans. The following were ap- 
pointed escorts: P. D. C., F. V. Bell, Del. W. A. Sill (60), P. C., F. P. 
Hawes (35). Delegation consisted of Mrs. Mattie R. Tucker, Past Depart- 
ment President; Mrs. Margaret F. Smith, Past President D. of V., and 
President Frances Cahill of Tent 2. 

Commander: This is another very bright spot in our Encampment, 
especially when we have such a splendid delegation. The leader of the 
delegation is Mrs. Tucker, the wife of our Past Division Commander 
Tucker. 

Mrs. Tucker: Commander Weiler and members of the Division: 
I have often visited your Convention in other years, and have always 
felt a great pleasure in coming to you. Of course, for years and years I 
have always been interested in the Sons because my interest has never 
been allowed to wane; but I don’t think at any time I ever came to this 
Division Encampment that I had the extreme pleasure it gives me today 
to come to Harry Weiler’s convention. I have known him for many years 
and he has always been such a loyal, true gentleman at all times, and I do 
not think there is any Brother in this Division who is more loyal and true 
to the memory of our fathers than Harry Weiler. I feel I know Harry like 
a brother, and I often wondered why it was Harry has been single so 
long. (Applause.) He says to ‘tell them, if you know.” I don’t know. 

Brother Weiler, in behalf of the President of our Department, Sister 
Phinney wished me to present you with this small bouquet; very small 
in showing her appreciation of your many kindnesses and favors to us 
in the past. We are very jealous of our heritage and always want to honor 
and love it. It is such a pleasure to know that we are Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War,—no more is there a question of what Daughters 
of Veterans we are. (Presentation of bouquet of flowers.) 

Commander: Helen has been very sweet and nice to me. This 
wonderful bouquet is such a splendid tribute from her. However, I think 
perhaps it was not so much personal as official. She has expressed the 
feelings of her Organization toward us. I accept them from her Organiza- 
tion to my Organization, and I am sure that I reciprocate that kindly 
sentiment which you have expressed. (Applause.) 

Past Department President Margaret F. Smith: Brother Weiler 
and members of the Convention. We brought Sister Tucker with us 
because she is an awfully good talker. She is older than I am. When I 
get as old as she, I expect to be able to talk as nicely as she does. But it 
would not seem right for me to come to the Daughters of Union Veterans’ 
Convention without being on the Sons’ Greetings Committee. I think 
this is my fifth year on this greetings committee of the Sons. I always 
enjoy coming down here, Brothers. Of course the Daughters are, like 
yourselves, jealous of our eligibility and we are very, very proud of it. 
We are very proud of our Camp in Dorchester, and I hope, Brother Weiler, 
you will have a very happy convention, as I know you will, and I wish for 
each and every one of you the best success and prosperity. 
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Commander: It isa very harmonious Encampment. There is such a 
thing as being so self-satisfied that we don’t even disagree on things there 
night be two sides to. You have very beautifully expressed the sentiments 
of your Organization. I would like to have Miss Cahill say a few words. 

Miss Cahill: Sons of Veterans: This is the first year I have ever been 
on this Committee. I just came down as a figure-head under Mrs. Tucker 
who did the talking for the crowd. Ihope to continue every successive 
convention. (Applause.) 

Commander: I wish that I might give you a fine message to take back 
to our Sisters, but I think that message might better be expressed by one 
more capable, and so I have requested Past Division Commander Everett 
Lynds to give the message, expressing our sentiments towards our Sister 
Organization. 

Past Division Commander Lynds: Mr. Commander and Honored 
Guests:—I wish at this time that I might have the ability of Abraham 
Lincoln, when it was said by Edward Everett Hale, ‘“You said more in ten 
minutes than I could say in two hours’. I wish that I could boil down the 
sentiments of this Convention and tell you in a very few minutes the 
feelings that we would express towards your Organization. You work for 
the same cause we do. 


G. A. R. GREETINGS COMMITTEE 


The official Greetings Committee of the Massachusetts Department 
G. A. R., composed of Past Department Commander George W. Pratt, 
Adjutant Wright, of Post 89, of Beverly, and Past Commander O. H. 
Ellis, of the Whitman. Post, were introduced to the Encampment by 
Past Division Commander G. Richardson, Past Division Commander E. I. 
Atwood, and Division Councillor C. A. Parker, amid applause. 

Commander: We are delighted to have you here; especially splendid 
representatives. Here is the Massachusetts Department of the G. A. R. 
represented by three of its splendid Comrades, headed by Past Department. 
Commander, George W. Pratt, whom we all know well and whom we all 
love. I know he is going to express most interestingly the greetings his 
Department have instructed him to bring to this Convention. I hope that 
you will not lose a single word of his message, and that the message will 
live with you because he speaks truly and sincerely for the parent organ- 
ization, the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Past Department Commander George W. Pratt: Mr. Commander, 
Sons of Veterans:—No words sound better to me than ‘Comrades and 
Sons of Veterans”. “Sons of Veterans” is good enough for me. I was at 
the meeting of our three Comrades yesterday, and one of them said, “The 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War I don’t think will be in existence 
five years after the Grand Army comrades are gone.”” I thought it was 
kind of hard of him to say so, and yet I had the feeling but did not express 
it. But when I came to go home at night I thought that I had made a 
mistake. I did really join my Comrade in saying five years after the 
Grand Army had gone, there would be no organization of Sons of Union 
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Veterans of the Civil War; but there would be a grand organization of 
Sons of Veterans of the G. A. R. (Applause.) When I introduced your 
Past Division Commander Richardson today to the Commander of our 
department in Faneuil Hall, I had to follow the law and presented him 
as Past Division Commander of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, but I hated to do so. I don’t like the term, but as it is a decree, I will 
follow it. Still I have my mind just the same. 

But I will be hasty. I know you have business to transact, and we 
have come, we three Comrades, to bring the greetings of the Department 
of Massachusetts to you. We have received the greetings from you, the 
substantial greeting that spoke in something more than words. It is not 
for me to thank you for it, only as an individual Comrade, but I know my 
Comrades are all pleased at your expression. Iam very glad to meet with 
you Sons of Veterans and I am in hopes that any time I can be of any 
further service to you that my service will be sought. I know what it is 
to be close to the Sons of Veterans; my own Sons of Veterans from 1884 
up to the present time. Post 72, of Stoughton, has always been loyal to 
its Sons, and its Sons have always been loyal to the Comrades. We have 
stood by them always and we had a reason for that, as I have told you, — 
because they have always stood by us. Although they did not do so much 
for us as they would like to, we have kind of a disposition among the 
Comrades of my Post and I suppose it is so with you, that those who are 
able want to do our part ourselves, but we have the kind words given 
us by our own Sons that if there is anything that we can count upon 
them to do, they will gladly do that; and I know that you Sons of Veterans 
have that same feeling. I have been around in my official capacity to know 
the feelings of some Grand Army men towards the Sons of Veterans. 
Some will say they are of no use to us. “Are you any use to your Sons?” 
If you cannot respect your sons, how do you expect your sons to respect 
you? Be true to them and I will guarantee wherever the Sons of Veterans 
are they will be true to their fathers. I am glad to be with you Sons 
today, and will give way now to my other two Comrades. (A pplause.) 

Adjutant Wright of Post 89: As Past Department Commander, 
Comrade Pratt has brought to you the greetings of the Grand Army, and 
as one member of the Grand Army, I am here as substitute for some one 
else to say a word to you, and I have nothing appropriate to say only that 
common phrase, “I am glad to meet you here”. Iam glad. I am pleased. 
As a member of Post 89, I know something about the Sons of Veterans 
in Camp 6, and I am judging you by what I know of the Sons of Veterans 
in Beverly. I know what you are trying to do and what you are accom- 
plishing and I say “God bless you and go on with the work.’’ I was 
one of about two million human atoms to make up the Army of the United 
States when Lincoln called for 75,000 men. I was living in a little village 
on the sunset side of the Mississippi River. I responded to that call. 
Got into Washington in time enough to get into Franklin’s Brigade and 
participate in the Battle of Bull Run, and later when the Army was 
organizing as a Corps under McClellan, I was in the First Brigade, Second 
Division, Second Army Corps, and pretty close to the storm center of 
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the Rebellion, and I was still at it at Appomattox. I am proud and glad 
that I responded to Lincoln’s call and I can sincerely say I looked upon it 
then as a duty; and looking back upon it today, when I raised up my 
right hand and swore allegiance to the Flag, I believe I was doing God’s 
service. This nation when the war began was part slave and part free 
and we used to say ‘The land of the free and the home of the brave.” It 
was truly the land of the free and the home of the slave. One of the by- 
products of the war remedied that. In that four years, the life of our 
country was absolutely in danger as it never was in any war since the 
Revolution. That was a great war,—one of the greatest of modern times. 
Can you have read history, point to any war of anything like the magnitude 
of the Civil War, but what it had to be settled by treaty of peace after the 
fighting was done? No. The men who served in the Civil War completed 
their work. It was an unconditional surrender, and I think you cannot 
find that in connection with any war of anything like that magnitude. 
The men who comprise the Grand Army today and all their deceased 
Comrades that have gone before them,—their services to the country did 
not end with the war. They went into every walk of life and they left 
their imprint upon the Country as no other body of men ever did. I 
believe from the President down to the humblest citizen, they worked for 
the betterment of the nation. Think of the nation as it was then. Think 
of the magnitude of the struggle. Think of all the elements of danger 
conspiring to defeat and paralyze all the functions of this government. 
At the end of the war, not a star was gone from the flag. Think of the 
Country as'it was and as it is today. Sons of Union Veterans, the past 
history of our country is your inheritance. It is for you to deal with it in 
the present and in the future, and God bless you in your work. (Applause.) 

Comrade O. H. Ellis: Sons, the question that arises in my mind 
immediately is “What shall I say?” You have heard these Comrades give 
vent to their feeilngs and their ideas. I want to say a word about Camp 11, 
of Whitman, which has a yery large representation in the Sons of Veterans, 
and I would say this: With my connection with them as Commander for 
a while and as an officer in the Post, I have found them as the right hand 
men in action and we now have given them the responsibility of handling 
the Memorial problem at Whitman and they have taken the burdens 
from the shoulders of the Comrades. While there was a time when we 
had nearly 300 Comrades belonging to the Post, today we have but 14, 
and some of them are “shut-ins’. Some of them are non-residents. So 
by that you see our number is small. We have about seven or eight at our 
meetings. But at the same time, I want to tell you all that there is a fra- 
ternal feeling existing between the Comrades themselves, a brotherly 
feeling, and we love each other as we love our own bodies, and why? 
because of the former association handed down to us today. And so we 
feel that we can appreciate the Sons and accept their service, and their 
service is very acceptable. They take full charge of the Memorial service. 
We are dependent upon the Sons of Veterans largely. Now, I want to 
say when you need counsel or advice, we have been on this journey a 
Jong number of years, and the most of us average about 83 or 84. Well, 
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the question arises, “what will be the record that we will leave when we 
depart this life?” It is this: The Scriptures say very plainly, “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it unto me.” 
Now the question arises, what are we doing, and what seed are we sowing, — 
what results will they produce? And it is for us, as young men, to make 
up our minds that we will do something valuable that when we die it can b> 
said of us, “He has fought a good fight, and finished his course; therefore 
the treasure is laid up above.”’ (Applause.) 

Commander: I will call upon Past Camp Commander George E. 
Hunt (67), to make the response. 

P. C., G. E. Hunt (67): To respond to the words you have brought 
today it seems to me could be most fittingly done by being silent. No 
words of mine can show to you what we, your sons, appreciate in the lives 
which you have led. Comrade Pratt refers to the name, and I am reminded 
my Brothers, that there isn’t very much in a name, but I think I can 
say to you Comrades that we are assembled in this hall today again to 
pledge to your own loyalty no matter what they call us, because we are 
your sons. (Applause). And whether our Commandery-in-Chief will 
adopt the name that pleases us or not, the Massachusetts Division will 
always be loyal to the Grand Army of the Republic. (Applause.) We, 
this morning demonstrated in a small way that we had a right for existence. 
We feel that we have not shown to you what we should have done in the 
years past, but some of us are getting to that age when we feel that we 
must not only show to you but to the public at large that we believe in 
your Organization, and the slight token which was sent to you at Faneuil 
Hall this morning was not sent in the vain glorious sense, but to show to 
you that our love and loyalty could be expressed not only in words but 
in a substantial proposition, which, to our minds, is going to show to the 
people of this Commonwealth that this Division at least believes in those 
principles and is going to remember them. (Applause.) We don’t want 
the time to come when there will be no Post of the G. A. R. We do realize, 
however, that that time will come and come soon, and my friends, it seems 
to me that the best tribute that we can pay to you is to establish this fact, 
that t]soughout our lives we are going to live in honor and gratitude to 
you, individually and collectively, and when you are gone we are going 
to insist that not only those who are entitled to be Sons of Veterans, but 
every citizen in the United States is taught, not only on Memorial Day 
but every day, to honor the Stars and Stripes which you preserved. 
(Applause.) 


GREETINGS FROM LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


A Committee from the Ladies of the G. A. R., composed of Past 
Department President, Mrs. Alice M. Pearson, President, Mrs. Adelaide 
Todd, of Lawrence, and Treasurer, Mrs. Emma V. LeMote, of Athol were 
escorted to the Encampment Hall and introduced by P.C., F. T. Waugh 
(45); P. C., J. W. Webber (150) and P. C., W. P. Hanners (6). 

Commander: We will receive with a great deal of pleasure, I am sure, 
the message of the delegation from the Ladies of the G. A. R. 
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Past Department President, Mrs. Alice M. Pearson: Division 
Commander Weiler, Comrades of the Grand Army:—When our Depart- 
ment President asked me to bring the grectings to the Sons of Veterans, I 
was greatly pleased, because it is the first time I have visited you in a body, 
and I was more than pleased when I was greeted at the door by my own 
Department Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, and my 
own Division Commander of the Sons of Veterans. Our Department 
President wished me to bring the greetings from our Department to you 
boys, also to your Division Commander our personal greetings. We wish 
for you a harmonious convention, which we know you have had, and we 
look back over the splendid year that has gone and wish for your successor 
the best year that he has ever had in his life. I know your Commander 
has had a fine woman travelling with him this year in representing our 
department. Perhaps I am married, but it does not make a bit of difference. 
(Applause.) ‘Billie’ Anderson is married too, but he travelled around 
with our girls just the same. (Applause). I wish for you God-speed in 
everything that you undertake, and any time that the Ladies of the 
G. A. R. can assist you in any way remember that they are your blood 
and kin relations, and the blood and kin relations of the G. A. R. 
(Applause.) 

Mrs. Adelaide Todd: Comrades, Sons of Veterans: This is my first 
visit to you, but I am pleased to bring the greetings of the 34th Convention 
of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 

Mrs. Emma V. LeMote: Division Commander, Grand Army and 
Sons: I just wish to say I think everything has been covered by the other 
representatives and I wish you all a very prosperous year. (Applause.) 

Past Division Commander F. V. Bell: Ladies of the Grand Army of 
the Republic: As the years come and go, there is a certainty regarding 
events to which we look forward with keenest anticipation. After all, 
when we have completed the business of our Encampments, one of the 
strong points and keenest pleasures that remain in our memories is that of 
renewal of friendships. The hand-clasp once again with old friends and the 
making of new friends. Will you take back to your Department Presid n: 
and to your Encampment our best wishes? Also, our appreciation of the 
principles and objects of your Order. As your Past Department President 
has said, you are bound to us very closely by ties of blood. We are always 
interested and we are always happy to learn of the success and accom- 
plishment of your various Circles. (A pplause.) 

G. A. R. GREETINGS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Past Division Commander G. Richardson: Your delegation to the 
G. A. R. went over there, five strong, and we had the honor of presenting 
the check for ved with great applause and immediately 
2 vote of thanks for our Division was authorized by that Encampment. 
We had a glorious time, and thank you for the privilege and the oppor- 
tunity. (Applause.) 


Recess 
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THIRD SESSION 


Wednesday Afternoon, April 7th, 1926 


Meeting called to order at 1.45 p.m. 

Commander: Reports of Committees are in order. 

P. D.C., J. H. Wentworth: Your Committee on Fraternal Greetings 
to the Woman’s Relief Corps have attended to their duties. I wish the 
Brothers could have scen the royal reception we received, and heard the 
splendid things said there about our Commander, Brother Weiler. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: For the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary Greet- 
ings Committee, I report that they have attended to their duty, and were 
very graciously received by a most enthusiastic Encampment, which gives 
promise of the continued splendid service of that body of women. 

Commander: I will call for the report of the Committee on Gonsti-_ 
tution and Regulations. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS 


P. D. C., F. V. Bell: First, I wish to say that the Committee held a 
hearing last night lasting some three or four hours, and we were very 
much pleased with the attendance of Brothers from the Encampment 
who were interested in the various questions. I think it was an unusual 
thing to sce so many Brothers giving up the evening to a committee 
mecting. 


CHANGE OF ELEGIBILITY 


“WHEREAS, it appears that the time has arrived when an organiza- 
tion based on sectional feeling cannot be nationally successful, and 

WHEREAS, sons of Civil War Veterans have shoulder to shoulder 
maintained the honor of the flag in many fields; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the descendants of Civil War Veterans who fought 
for the right (as they saw it) under Grant or Lee, shall as members of the 
same organization commemorate the deeds and perpetuate the memories 
of heroic fathers. 

RESOLVED, that the representatives of this Division at the 
National Encampment at Des Moines be instructed to see to it that this 
resolution be presented there, a committee be appointed to at once begin 
conversation with all interested to the end that all organizations based on 
the heroism of the Civil War Veterans come together in one patriotic society. 

RESOLVED, that this committee be instructed to report to the 
National Convention of 1927.’’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
LEONARD C. COUCH, 
4 Division Commander 1898 
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The Committee on Constitution and Regulations held a lengthy 
hearing on this resolution, the meeting being addressed by Past Division 
Commander L. C. Couch, who was the only one speaking in favor with 
several speaking in opposition. The committee feels that any action what- 
ever along the lines of this resolution would be unconstitutional, and that 
there appears to be no demand for any such action, and that any such 
action would be inadvisable. Therefore the committee recommends 
“leave to withdraw’. 

It was so voted. 


MAILING REPORT BLANKS, ETC.; TO CAMPS 
Camp 52, Leominster, Mass. 


We wish to submit the following suggestions in the form of resolutions 
to the 44th Division Encampment: 

WHEREAS, most of the communications, report blanks, and 
other matter sent out by the Division to the Camps are now received by 
the Camp Commanders and 

WHEREAS, some commanders reside at a distance from their camp 
or for other reasons are sometimes unable to keep in close touch with their 
camp. Therefore it is 

RESOLVED, that the Division Secretary be instructed to send such 
matter to camp secretaries, except such as is desired to have the special 
attention of the commander or other officers, which may be sent to those 


officers. 
ERNEST W. FOLEY, Secretary 


The Committee on Constitution and Regulations reported as follows: 

“We recommend that the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s report blanks 
be mailed to the Camp Secretaries, believing that this procedure may 
facilitate the return of quarterly reports to the Division Headquarters.” 

It was so voted. 


SECRETARIES PUBLISHED IN ROSTER 
Camp 52, Leominster 


RESOLVED, that for greater convenience of communication between 
camps, the names and addresses of camp secretaries be included in the 


Division Roster of Camps. 
ERNEST W. FOLEY, Secretary 


The Committee on Constitution and Regulations reported as follows: 

“We recommend that names and addresses of camp secretaries be 
included in the Division Roster of Camps, believing that this addition will 
be of considerable value to Camps and individuals.” 

It was so voted. - 
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CHANGE OF CAMP YEAR 
Camp 52, Leominster 

WHEREAS, we consider that by changing the beginning of the 
camp year to some time in the Fall, the newly-elected officers would be 
able to take charge earlier and could plan for a longer season of activities; 
also that weather conditions at that time would be better for installing 
officers and guests to attend such occasions, which would be of,much help 
in promoting the welfare of the organization, therefore it is 

RESOLVED, that the camp year begin on the first meeting night of 
November, installation of officers to be held at or near that time. 

ERNEST W. FOLEY, Secretary 


The Committee on Constitution and Regulations reported as follows: 

“A change in the time of Election of Camp Officers and Installation 
of Camp Officers would require an amendment to Chapter 1, Article 4, 
Sections 2 and 3 of the Regulations of the Order and such amendment to 
become effective would have to be made by a majority vote at a regular 
Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, as provided in Chapter 
5, Article II, Section 2 of the said Regulations of the Order. We recom- 
mend that this Division petition the next Annual Encampment of the 
Commandery-in-Chief for such legislation as will fix the elections of 
Camp Officers during the month of October, and Installations of Camp 
Officers during the month of November; the Camp year to begin on 
November first of each year.” 

Commander: You have heard the recommendation of the Committee 
in regard to petitioning the National Encampment for change of year in 
the Camps. What is your pleasure? 3 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: I ask the Committee, as a matter of infor- 
mation, the proposed change as I understand it will conform to the Grand 
Army organization now. How does it relate to the other organizations? 

P. D. C., F. V. Bell: We have had no communication with the other 
Organizations on the subject. I felt with the Committee that if we took 
the lead in this matter, the other Organizations would follow, feeling that 
that part of the year is so much better in this climate in regard to weather, 
that they would readily fall in line. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: May I add this personal word? I think 
the proposition is a good thing. As a matter of courtesy to the Auxiliary 
who will probably follow, and who as an organization are very friendly, 
and jointly install their officers with ours. If this is adopted word should 
be sent to their Encampment, with the wise suggestion that they make 
such a recommendation to their National organization. 

Commander: This I take as a suggestion. 

Del. W. A. Sill (60): Hasn’t the Grand Army, the Woman's Relief 
Corps and the Auxiliary adopted this? 

P. D. C., F. V. Bell: The Grand Army have. Their fiscal year does 
not close November Ist, but January 1st. Nomination and election of 
officers come in November. 
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Div. Secy. W. L. Anderson: May I add for the Brothers’ information 
that the Woman’s Relief Corps are going to take it up at the coming 
National Encampment, at Des Moines. 

P. C., J. P. Devine (6): I was at the Convention last September at 
Grand Rapids. The Massachusetts Department was the only one in 
favor of it. It was killed. I got that from one of their Department officers 
after they got home. In regard to the Grand Army’s adopting it, they 
passed legislation in regard to that, leaving it to the Departments whether 
they would accept it or not. The Woman’s Relief Corps killed it last year 
at Grand Rapids. 

Commander: The question is now before you. Those in favor will 
say “aye’’, those opposed “no’’. The recommendation is adopted. 

In regard to the suggestion that we communicate with the Auxiliary, 
do you wish to adopt the suggestion? 

(The suggestion was adopted by the vote of the Encampment, and 
Div. Pub. Secy. W. H. Libbey was appointed to take a transcript of the 
recommendation to the Auxiliary.) 


CHANGE OF NAME IN DIVISION BY-LAWS 
Headquarters, Commandery-in-Chief 

“You are requested to place on the agenda for your Division Encamp- 
ment, the following:—At the forthcoming mecting of your Division, to 
amend by appropriate legislation, your Division By-Laws, by directing 
the name wherever it appears to read, “SONS OF UNION VETERANS 
OF THE CIVIL WAR’ so as to correspond with the change of the name 
of the Order. These headquarters are to be advised immediately after 
the above requested action is had thereon.” 

EDWIN C. IRELAN, 
Commander-in-Chief 


The Committee on Constitution and Regulations reported as follows: 

“Tasmuch as Article VIII of the Constitution of the Order provides 
the method by which a change or amendment to the foregoing Articles 
should be made, and since these provisions have not been legally complied 
with in changing the name of the Order, the amendment to the Division 
By-Laws as suggested by the Commander-in-Chief cannot be made at 
this time by the Division. Such an amendment, if passed now by our 
Division, would be illegal and no such action can be taken by us until the 
provisions of the aforesaid Article VIII have been compiled with. We 
recommend no action.” 

P. D.C., F. V. Bell: In defense of that position, I wish to read one or 
two paragraphs of your Constitution. Article: 1 says “The name of this 
Order shall be the Sons of Veterans, United States of America.” Article 
VIII, to which I have referred, reads: “All proposed amendments to this 
Constitution shall be submitted in writing to the Commander-in-Chief, 
upon prior approval by some Division, not later than forty days preceding 
the mecting of the Commandery-in-Chief. Such proposed amendment 
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shall be published in general Orders preceding such meeting. Such pro- 
posed amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present and entitled to vote at a stated meeting of the Commander-in- 
Chief and shall become effective when favorably acted upon and ratified 
by not less than ten Divisions and proclaimed in general orders, whereupon 
they shall be and become a part of this Constitution.” 

At the Encampment at Grand Rapids there was no intention of 
changing the name up to the time the Committee of the G. A. R. desired 
us to take this new name. Therefore the very first provision of this article 
was not compiled with, that is, the forty days’ notice by some Division 
to the Commandery-in-Chief. 

The second provision was not complied with,—the publishing of the 
intentions in General Orders. The third provision has not been complied 
with:—that is, the ratification by ten divisions. We have not been asked 
as yet to ratify this amendment to the Constitution. 

Therefore, the Committee feels that two wrongs do not make a right; 
and until the Constitution is properly amended so that we may legally 
take the name of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, we are not 
in a position to legally change our By-Laws. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: This is an extraordinary position that the 
Committee is reeommending; yet I believe it is the proper one if we are 
to have any respect for the laws and regulations of our Organization. 
It happens that I was on the Committee that was known as the “State of 
the Order Committee” at Indianapolis, in 1920, when they made a report 
dealing with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations as we then called it, 
and the Committee pointed out that one of the great faults of the Organ- 
ization as represented by the National Encampment was the constant 
tinkering with the laws of the Organization to the extent that nobody 
knew what they were, and knew whether we had the same thing five 
minutes or not, because we were always changing our mind. Brother 
Grant, who was chairman of that committee, was asked by the Committee 
to draw the first portion of the Constitution, with the idea that we should 
be established and that it should not be subject to any change whatever 
except under certain conditions; but to gratify a demand by some for 
legislation at different encampments, that it be made possible at any 
encampment to amend any of the regulations distinct from the Constitution 
(any of the laws, so-called), by a majority vote of the encampment. The 
Constitution was not to be changed unless due notice had been given of 

a ratification or referendum for ratification at least ten of the Divisions, 
similar to changing the Constitution of the United States. There is no 
difference in the proposition in effect. The Grand Army suggest to you 
the name of the organization be Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War- 
Iwas on the Committee on change of name. I did not attend the National 
Encampment which was held in Boston. It sounds strange. I was busy 
taking care of other things, which concerned the G. A. R., but I did have 
a knowledge of what was going on with regard to the Committee on 
change of name. So far as I knew, the name was to be Sons of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. All of a sudden, it did not become Sons of any- 
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thing. But nothing was said about it, except that they were not ready 
to legislate. But at Grand Rapids they walked in and announced that 
they were going to have the name, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, and now they ask us to ratify what they have done. I am not 
inclined to follow the suggestion. I think perhaps we had better be a 
little bit stubborn about it. What is the Constitution among friends? 
If it amounts to anything it amounts to something. I am of the opinion 
that the National Organization, while we bow to it asasovereign body, 
is not half so good in many ways, as the Massachusetts Division, and I 
am inclined to think that we ought to send them a message. Let’s do 
business the right way or not do it at all. (Applause.) 

Commander: The recommendation is that we take no action. Is 
there anything further to be said before putting the question? 

P. C., J. W. Webber (150): As a matter of information, would that 
make any difference whether we ourselves have changed the name or not? 
It appears on the literature, and is supposed to be the right thing. 

Commander: We are using to some extent the title Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, because we have been ordered to do so by the 
Commander-in-Chief. Whether his orders are legal, we doubt. I have 
transmitted the orders to the Camps as Commander of the Division. 
We are operating under the Commander-in-Chief’s orders. It is a question 
whether he has legally issued them. They come with his signature and we 
are observing them at present. On the floor of the Encampment here we 
are taking up the matter whether the Encampment will certify them in 
our Division By-Laws. I might add further, that outside of the office 
stationery and division orders, we have made no change of title. The door 
of the Division Headquarters Office, the various bank accounts, the 
checking account, and all legal papers are still functioning under the old 
name. We hesitate to take those legal steps until quite certain the matter 
will not be again changed at Des Moines. 

Pp. C., C. T. H. Woodall (x): I would like to inquire just what the 
legal title of Camp 1 of Lynn is, under the circumstances. We drew up 
a new set of By-Laws which we sent in to the Division, and incorporated 
in them the new name in accordance with the orders of the Commander- 
jn-Chief. Those By-Laws were approved. Will you kindly give me some 
informati that? 
iMieranencbes I am bound by orders from the Commander-in-Chief, 
and your Camp is bound by orders from the Division Commander. 

Pp. C., C. T. H. Woodall (x): Is our legal name Sons of Union Veterans 


f the Civil War, or the old name? Net . 
f Commander: The Commander-in-Chief says it is, and we think 


i hter. 
ed, Cee (75): I would like to ask if when this name of 
Sons of Veterans, United States of America, was incorporated in the State 
of Illinois, they made out a certificate accordingly. Now then, when the 
Commander-in-Chief throws out a name for us to function under, as 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the certificate that we have 
from the Secretary of the State of Illinois, says, “Sons of Veterans, United 
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States of Ameri 
Sons of Union V 


’ We have no certificate to function under the laws as 
eterans of the Civil War. 

Commander: I have been informed that that certificate of incorpora- 
tion has been changed to agree with the new title that the Commander- 
in-Chief has ordered. 


P. D. C., F. V. Bell: The Commander-in-Chief told me last night, 
application has been made to the State of Illinois for change in the cor- 
porate name. But Brother Wolff and myself in talking it over in Com- 
mittee agreed that the State of Illinois, if at all particular about investi- 
gating the matter, when they read our Constitution, they may refuse to 
grant us that change in corporate name because we have not complied 
with the Constitution relative to such changes. 

P. C., J. P. Devine (6): It was my privilege to go to the National 
Encampment. I think it would be a mighty good thing if this Division 
would draw up a set of resolutions and send out there for the next Encamp- 
ment to get some order and method to carry on their Encampment. The 
first two or three days they were all at sea; and it was only in the last 
three or four hours on the last day they run everything through. 

Commander: Is there anything further to be said on the recom- 
mendation of the Committee? (The vote was then taken and the recom- 
mendation of the Committee sustained.) 

P. D. C., F. V. Bell: It is possible that a little later some of us will 
wish to bring up the matter of the questionnaire which was broadcast 
through the ‘‘Banner” to the members of the Order. If possible, I wish you 
would have that in mind. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUAL AND CEREMONIALS 


Your Committee on Ritual and Ceremonials has carefully considered 
several suggestions for the improvement of our present ritual, which have 
been made to it. In the opinion of your Committee, the present ritual is 
weak and unsatisfactory. Its exclusively oratorical character renders it 
monotonous, and your Committee believes that the lessons of our Order 
can be forcefully imparted without making such violent assaults upon 
either the grammar or the rhetoric of the English language. The general 
form your Committee believes changes should take, is as follows: 

1. Elimination of unnecessary forms, such as calling the roll of officers 

in the opening exercises. 

2. Elimination of the “Order of Business” and leaving the order of 

proceedings to the discretion of the Camp. 

3. Insertion in the ritual of forms and ceremonies which shall illustrate 

and impress upon the candidate the great principles of the Order. 

4. The revision of the Flag Charge, somewhat along the lines tried 

at the Faneuil Hall Initiation on March 29, 1926. 

5, Elaboration of the Memorial Day Service. 
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The time at the disposal of this convention is too short to permit 
adequate consideration to be given to such far-reaching matters today. 
Your Committee accordingly recommends that it be continued in office 
and authorized to prepare suggestions for the improvement of the ritual 
along the lines indicated above, and to arrange for the exemplification 
of the same under the auspices of the Division at some time between now 
and June 20, 1926, and that if the work of the Committee is approved 
by the incoming Division Commander, the Massachusetts delegates to 
the National Encampment be instructed to present the changes to the 


Encampment and work and vote for their adoption. 
FREDERICK GILBERT BAUER 


FRANK E. BARROWS 
WILLIAM T. DARLING 
DANIEL C. STAPLES 


Committee 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


P. D. C., H. H. Hale: Commander, your Committee on Resolutions 
has had submitted to it two resolutions. The first resolution is that of 
the Good of the Order Committee, which, in substance, endorses the 
Elliott Pension Bill, about which the membership is fully informed, and 
it seems to your Committee advisable and eminently fitting that this 
Encampment confirm it. 

Commander: The reading of the Resolution is called for. 

P. D. C., H. H. Hale reads the resolution. 


Resolution on Elliott Pension Bill 


WHEREAS, the Union Soldiers and Sailors of the War of 1861-1865 
saved this nation and performed services for our Country of which every 
citizen today should be proud, for which the Republic should feel a debt 
of gratitude which can never be adequately repaid,—in the words of 
Lincoln—“the world can never forget what they did here.” 

AND WHEREAS, the horrors of that war are clearly demonstrated 
by the fact that 93,443 were killed in battle or died of wounds and injuries; 
186,216 died of disease in unspeakable prison confinement; 24,714 died 
of ine causes—making an appalling roll of 304,369 lives laid as a volunt- 
ary sacrifice upon the altar of this prosperous Country. 

AND, WHEREAS, there is pending before Congress a Bill known 
as the Elliott Pension Bill, under whose provisions the minimum allowance 
to Civil War veterans is increased from $50 to $72 per month, and the 
minimum allowance of widows from $30 to $50 per month. 

AND WHEREAS, the average age of these veterans is eighty-three 
years; 

“AND WHEREAS, only 112,382, or about 5%, were still living on 
March 31, 1926, the veterans dying at the rate of about 20,000 per year, 
and the widows at the rate of about 12,000 per year; : 
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AND WHEREAS, it appears that a surplus has remained unspent 
of money appropriated by Congress for pension purposes aggregating 
$45,000,000 during the last four years. 

AND WHEREAS, death has reduced the ranks of the Civil War 
veterans from originally 2,213,365, so that on the thirty-first day on March, 
1926, there remained upon the pension rolls only 112,382 veterans of the 
Civil War of that once Grand Army, and only 228,254 widows of these 
veterans appearing upon the rolls at the same time. 

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Division of Massa- 
chusetts, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, assembled in their 
forty-fourth annual Encampment at Boston, Mass., April 6-7, 1926, 
hereby endorse the Elliott Pension Bill and urge upon the President and 
Congress of the United States the necessity, for the above named reasons, 
of its early enactment into law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the membership of this Order 
use every honorable means to cooperate to secure the passage of this 
legislation. 

AND IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the copies of these 
resolutions be sent to the President of the United States, United States 
Senator William M. Butler, United States Senator Frederick H. Gillette, 
Hon. Charles E. Fuller, Chairman of Invalid Pension Committee, Hon. 
Richard N. Elliott,author of Elliott Pension Bill, and to all Massachusetts 
Representatives in Congress. 

Good of the Order Committee, 
Massachusetts Division, 
ALBERT G. WOLFT, 
For the Committee 


P. D. C., H. H. Hale: And that resolution, your Committee, after 
consideration, would unanimously report ought to pass, and I move you 
some action by this Encampment. 

Commander: The Committee on Resolutions moves the adoption 
of the resolution. Is there anything to be said? 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: I want to give the Committee an oppor- 
tunity to absorb the suggestion which I will make, so I won’t offer an 
amendment. It seems to me they should have added “that a sufficient 
number of copies be printed to send to these various members designated, 
and that each Camp be supplied with a copy, that they might send in 
some form of endorsement from the Camp, to go to the Congressman 
in their District. If it was cleverly drawn it would seem to me it would 
indicate that the organization in that district was watching and would 
take an interest in what the Congressman did with regard to that propo- 
sition, and if he wanted to receive consideration he should give consid- 
eration. 

P. C., A. G. Wolff (89): Of course the resolution stated that a copy 
should be sent to each member of the Division. That is highly satisfactory. 
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Commander: The suggestion is written into the records by the 
stenographer, and I presume this Committee would be glad to carry out 
the suggestion. 

P. C., A. G. Wolff (89): I think I ought to say just a brief word on 
this matter. It seems to me that this Organization did a wonderful thing 
today in donating $800 to the Grand Army. I was fortunate enough to 
be on the Committee that went down there to Faneuil Hall when that 
sum of money was presented, and I saw the enthusiasm with which that 
gift was received. I saw their faces and could see written all over them 
real appreciation that at last and for once, the Sons of Veterans were doing 
something substantial and tangible for their fathers. But there was 
something more that we ought to do. There was this Elliott Pension Bill 
that has been now pending before Congress for a long, long time. When 
I was delegated a long time ago to write a Resolution such as has just 
been presented here today, the question was raised whether there would 
be time enough to have that presented before the Division Encampment,— 
that the Elliott Pension Bill might be passed before they were brought 
to consider that Bill. What is the result? I want to tell you boys, because 
I think you ought to know the real situation, that the Pension Bill is 
now before the Invalid Pension Committee of Congress, where it has 
been reposing for many, many months until the coat of dust must be 

pretty thick upon the files. But no action has been taken except a hearing 
where somebody got together there in Washington when the hearing was 
scheduled and addressed the Committee, and after the hearing the Bill 
was put back on the files into the thick dust that has been gathering 
there previously, where it still remains and no action has been taken. 
I want to speak plainly, Brothers of this Encampment, because it seems 
to me that you ought to know the truth on this whole matter because 
no more important matter can come before this Encampment than the 
matter of this Pension Bill. The fact is, Brothers, and I regret to say it, 
that the President of the United States is unfriendly to this legislation. 
He vetoed the first bill when it came before him, after having been passed 
by Congress. The excuse then was that it contained provisions for widows, 
that would involve a large expenditure of money; but what was the real 
situation? If you read what I put in this resolution, it will show that 
during the past four years Congress appropriated a sum of money for 
pensions. A sum of $45,000,000d uring the past four years was accumulated 
in the hands of the Pension Commissioner which was appropriated for 
the purposes of pensions. That money was accumulated there and then 
turned back into the U. S. Treasury to be used for such other purposes 
as they may see fit. $45,000,000; practically enough to pay all the money 
required for this slight increase. You know the Veterans now are only 
getting a minimum of $50 a month and they are dying off at the rate of 
20,000 a year and their widows are dying at the rate of 12,000 a year. 
It is only a matter of arithmetic and something has to be done now and 
right quick if they are going to do anything for these Veterans and provide 
them some degree of comfort in their old age, they being about 83 years 
old on an average. We have no time for any postponement of this legis- 
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lation. The Veterans are not asking anything for charity. These men, 
Brothers, saved this nation in the time of the greatest crisis in all its 
history. They have earned all they ask for, and more too. The Country 
never can repay them for the debt that they owe them and it only fair and 
square that something need to be done; but the point is this. Not suffi- 
cient pressure has been brought to bear on Congress to pass this legi 
Jation. The Spanish War veterans, I understand, are going to be granted 
an increase. All right. The World War veterans were opposed in the 
legislation that they asked passed, but the World War veterans werc 
organized from coast to coast and they got together under a working 
organization and demanded that something should be done; and wher 
Congress got together, as they always do, and figured out the cost of not 
passing the legislation; when they figured out how many votes were 
really behind the bill of the World War veterans, they decided to pass it, 
and did pass it, and the same methods of calculation were worked out in 
favor of the Spanish War veterans. Now, our organization of Sons of 
Veterans has got to get behind this Pension Bill in order that it may pass. 
The trouble seems to be that we have not been getting a workable organ- 
ization in the Commandery-in-Chief. Under the proper committee of the 
Commandery-in-Chief with each Division of the Order properly organ- 
ized, together with the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, the Woman’s Relici 
Corps and the other Organizations, it would insure the passage of the 
measure. I hope something will be done in this coming year, if this measure 
is not passed by the present Congress, to see to it that it is passed at the 
next Congress. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: I want to give Brother Wolff the credit for 
writing that strong resolution. I want to give him credit for that degree 
of painstaking investigation he has made. I want to endorse everythins 
he said as to what should be done. But at the same time I want to correct 
the statement which he makes. I correct it because I get it, I believe, 
from very good authority. My authority is no less than Corporal Jam 
Tanner, Past Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. That bill was vetoe! 
by President Harding, a member of our Order; by President Coolidge, 
and I hold no brief for him except that he is the President of the Unite? 
States and a Massachusetts son by adoption. The reason that bill w: 
vetoed was because there were certain mercenary widows (I mean by 
that, who married the old Grand Army men, at an age of their life when 
they were hardly capable of making a selection), that they might benef 
by that pension. It was largely because of that reason, which was known 
and understood as the real cause of the veto. I quote Corporal James 
Tanner as my authority. I do not believe Brother Wolff wants it to remain 
in the record that President Coolidge was opposed or unfriendly to the 
measure. 

P. C., A. G. Wolff (89): The real truth is this: I understood that the 
was the excuse given out for the vetoing of the Pension Bill,—that 
provided for too many of thése younger widows. That was the excur> 
when that bill came up. You know there always has to be some exc 
If it is not one excuse it is something else. I have always contended t! 
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if that objectionable feature was incorporated in that bill, it should have 
been ironed out satisfactorily, straightened out by the Republican majority 
in Congress in order that it might be satisfactory when it came out, so 
that the President, if he was really favorable to the legislation, could sign 
it and sign it properly. (Applause.) As I understand it, that is what 
committees are for; to revise and shape up bills when they come before 
them, and we have a right to believe that they knew: of these objections 
when they were in committee, having been duly heard and considered for 
along time. That is what committees are for, but if that bill was objec- 
tionable in that form, it should have been ironed out and satisfactorily 
adjusted in committee. It wasn’t done and I have every reason to believe, 
with due respect to my good friend, Brother Bolton, and Corporal Tanner, 
and all the other good men of the Grand Army and Sons of Veterans 
that that objectionable feature was purposely left in there to furnish a 
good and sufficient excuse when the bill came up to kill it. But here, 
what is the situation with this bill? The Elliott Pension Bill was drawn 
to meet that very objection,—to eliminate these younger widows. It was 
drawn up in a form apparently that was satisfactory to everybody, and 
what has been done about it? If everybody is so favorable, and the 
President of the United States is so favorable to the legislation, why 
has the bill been languishing all these months on the files of the Committee, 
without any action whatever? I am led to the belief, although I regret to 
say it, that it appears that the administration leaders are opposed to the 
measure. Otherwise, it would not be shelved. The hearing has been held 
a long, long time. As I understand it, a bill of this kind can sepcially be 
brought out from the Committee at any time and presented to Congress; 
but it is not done. I have written both Senators and every Congressman 
in Massachusetts on this matter, and I want to say this:—the most 
satisfactory letter that I have received at all was from the woman Con- 
gressman in Lowell, who is a real friend of the Veterans, and I have in my 
pocket a beautiful letter from Mrs. Rogers, in which she hits straight 
from the shoulder and says she is in favor and will vote for the Elliott 
Pension Bill, What more could you want than-that? I wish the others 
were so frank; but I regret to say that the replies have been generally 
pretty evasive. 

Commander: The motion comes upon the adoption of the recom- 
mendation of the Committee. 


Commander E. F. Lawrence (102): I wish to say that Camp 102 
corresponded with our Congressman, and he immediately wrote back 
that he was im favor of the bill and would do all he could for it. 

P, D. C., H. H. Hale: Our Committee assumes the provision in 
regard to individual camps already is incorporated in the Resolution. 

(Motion seconded by several.) (The recommendation was adopted 
by vote of the Encampment.) 
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PENSIONS FOR BLIND CHILDREN OF VETERANS 


Headquarters General S. C. Lawrence Camp 54 
Division of Massachusetts Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
Medford, Mass., March 25, 1926 


WHEREAS, The Hon. William M. Butler introduced into the United 
States Senate a bill as follows: 


A BILL 


Granting pensions to certain blind children over the age of sixteen 

years, and for other purposes. - 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passage of this Act the following children, subject to the following 
conditions and limitations, shall be entitled to and shall be paid a pension 
at the rate of $36 per month. 

(1) Children who are blind or so nearly as to be helpless and who 
are (a2) now on the pension roll under any Act of Congress, public or 
private, in force at the time of the passage of this Act, and receiving a 
less rate than hereinbefore provided, or (b) are hereafter placed on such 
roll under any Act of Congress in force at the time of the passage of this 
Act at a less rate than hereinafter provided. 

(2) Children who, subsequent to the age of sixteen years, have 
become blind or so nearly blind as to be helpless. 

(3) The children described under (1) and (2) shall be those of a 
person who served in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United 
States during the Civil War or the war with Spain, and who (a) served 
for ninety days or more and was honorably discharged from such service, 
or (b) regardless of the length of such service either died in such service 
or was honorably discharged for a disability incurred in such service or 
in the line of duty. 

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting March 25, 1926 of General S. C. 
Lawrence Camp 54, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

RESOLVED: The Forty-third Division Encampment is hereby 
requested to endorse S. bill 3646 and direct the Division Secretary to 
forward a copy of the endorsement to the Chairman of the Senate Pension 
Committee, and to the Chairman of the House Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, at Washington, D. C. 

RESOLVED, That the 44th Encampment take measures to secure 
the endorsement of said §. Bill 3646 at the next Encampment of the 
Commandery-in-Chief, to see that a copy of that endorsement is forwarded 
to the Chairmen of the Senate Committee and House Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


J, C. FROST CHAUNCEY BROOKS, 


Secretary Commander 
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P. D. C., H. H. Hale: On that resolution, your Committee, after 
due consideration, feels this way: That this Division cannot afford to 
scatter its efforts. That it has before it a sizable task in lending its full 
strength in the effort to pull the Elliott Pension Bill out of the discard 
and before Congress for favorable consideration, and that all of our 
energy, every ounce of it, should be summoned and marshalled for that 
one great purpose. We feel that there may be some merits in this reso- 
lution and that it has behind it some very good Brothers who have taken 
a very great deal upon themselves in assisting a most unfortunate class 
of our citizenship. Your Committee recommends this resolution be 
referred to the next Division Encampment. 

P. C., W. W. Stone (54): Yesterday afternoon I heard one of our 
good members here say he disliked to be between the devil and the deep 
sea. Somehow just now I don’t believe that I should keep silent. Last 
night at the Committee meeting we had three or four members present. 
This morning one of them was absent. There was no action taken by the 
committee, as a committee, until I was told by the chairman that he would 
speak at this session, and then I could tell what I had in mind. Therefore, 
that is a majority report and not a minority report. I want to submit 
on behalf of that minority that this measure as they have presented it by 
majority, ought not to pass in that form, for I firmly believe and know 
that there is not the slightest reason for throwing this measure down 
because the Grand Army themselves in Encampment in Massachusetts 
said yesterday that they would endorse that bill. Comrade Wetherbee 
has assured us he is heartily in favor of that bill and is going to carry it 
to the National Encampment. More than that, the Woman’s Relief Corps 
have promised to endorse it, as they did before. So will the Daughters 
of Veterans. [had understood that there was to be some opposition here 
and so I said that I would wait this afternoon. I want to say right now, 
I am speaking not for myself, but for the good of the Order. I am heartily 
in favor of that Elliott Pension Bill in every way and I want that bill 
to come first. My Brothers, take it from me, some of us know something 
about these things. The resolution proposed here is that you should send 
your endorsement to the President, and to all members of Conrgess, 
whereas the measure that was introduced by Camp 54 simply asks that 
you approve this measure and send your endorsement to the Chairman 
of the Senate and House Committee on Invalids. We don’t stand in the 
way of the Grand Army. We are for them. Let us not keep on saying 
things that are not constructive. The trouble has been in the past that 
we have not given the right thought to things. This bill I don’t expect 
to pass for two or three years. They are going to endorse it. We all want 
it passed. But when I think of those who are most helpless receiving but 
$12 to $20, I believe with Senator Butler, who looked into that thing. 
He says, ‘There is a big injustice in those pensions granted to these 
helpless children. Our Committee want your endorsement to show that 


you are with us. I know that bill is going to come up. ; 
Commander: The recommendation of the Cominittee on Resolutions 


is before you. The majority of the Committee recommend that it be 
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referred to the next Encampment. One member of it, Brother Stone, 
files an objection to the report of the Committee. The other three members 
we are assured are in favor of referring to the next Encampment. What is 
your pleasure? 

P.T.C., F. V. Eell: I would like to offer a substitute motion, in lieu 
of tke reccmmendation cf tte committee: “I feel that we should not 
indefinitely shelve this matter and the least we can do is to give our en- 
dorsement to the bill, notifying the chairmen of the House and Senate 
Invalid Pension Committees of such endorsement”’, and I put that in the 
form of a substitute motion. 

Commander: Brother Bell has offered a substitute motion to take 
the place of the majority and minority reports of the committee and it is 
seconded by P. C., T. C. Lutz (61). The motion is to substitute this 
recommendation. 

P.D.C., F. V. Bell: The motion is that we endorse this bill. 

Commander: Is there anything to be said. 

P. D. C., E. F. Atwood: May I be permitted to explain my views to 
the Committee on this substitute motion. I have not had time personally 
to look into the matter. I wasn’t here yesterday and being busy this 
morning I did not have time, and I have been told that bill perhaps, 
would interfere with the Elliott Pension Bill. If that can be proven I, 
myself, personally, don’t favor this resolution. If it does not interfere 
in any wa: upe or manner and if the other Organizations have endorsed 
it, then I say, why not this Organization? I do believe if it is going to 
interfere that we should leave it alone for the time being at least, and 
Iam in favor of this matter going oVer to another year until we have had 
time to look into it 100 percent, and see if the bill is right and proper in 
every way. I don’t understand it myself, fully. 

Ccemmander: The motion is that the recommendation offered by 
Brother Bell be substituted. 

P. C., A. G. Wolff (£9): I have on my heart perhaps the matter of 
this Elliott Pension Bill. I don’t want us to-be led into any traps that are 
going to jeopardize this bill when it comes before Congress. We have the 
Elliott Pension Bill now in a form which seems to be satisfactory and 
which ought to pass. Now, if we are distracted, and give our support to 
other measures it is going to jeopardize the passing of the Elliott Pension 
Bill. The endorsement of this bill, which is under consideration now is 
one which I have the greatest sympathy in, but I believe that every other 
bill ought to be subordinated at this time, and we ought to get together 
in a solid phalanx behind the Elliott Pension Bill, concentrating on it and 
working with all our energy to keep in the minds of the members of 
Congress only one thing, and that is the Elliott Pension Bill. Keeping 
dinging in other ways, all the time, ““We want the Elliott Pension Bill,— 
We want the Elliott Pension Bill to pass.” But on the other hand, if we 
are talking about some other bill or measure all the time, it weakens our 
argument for the Elliott Pension Bill. I think it would be a very serious 
mistake if we should adopt this suggestion at this time. We would be 
hurting our chances for passing the Elliott Pension Bill. I think the best 
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plan is to let it go over to another year and see what the situation is at 
that time. 


Commander: The question is upon the motion to adopt the sub- 
stitute recommendation. 


P. C., E. H. Dalton (6): Whatever action we take with the Elliott 
Bill has got to be taken now. We have not endorsed this bill. It will not 
get before Congress perhaps for two years. It has got to be in shape. 
Somebody has got to introduce it. 


Commander: Camp 54 of Medford introduces this resolution here. 


P. C., T. C. Lutz (61): I want to say a word on this. I have been 
connected with this pension work for the past seven years. We are doing 
nothing today any different. We simply want to support whatever we 
have been doing for the past seven years on this bill. Way back in the 
old days we endorsed a bill which I believe was Senate No. 1818 which 
provided pensions to the same class of people Senator Butler’s bill called 
for. His bill, in addition to providing those pensions, just gives equal 
pensions to those who should get them. I think Brother Wolff is absolutely 
unfair when he says this bill would in any conflict with the Elliott Pension 
Bill for the reason that this bill is not a part of the Elliott Pension Bill. 
Were it a part, he would be right. It is absolutely another proposition. 
‘All we ask is for the endorsement; a letter to be sent to the Chairmen 
of the House and Senate Committees on Pensions respectively, and it is 
simply to keep the thing going. I don’t think we ought to let the thing 
go by this year just because the Elliott Bill is up. I am not talking to 
Camp 61. We have a few members in Camp 61 who have pensions at 
the present time. We have three members in that Camp who receive 
pensions because they are veterans of two wars. We have a brother out 
in Lynn whose father is the only one left and he is known to have other 
disabilities. His father receives a pension of $72.00 a month because of 
the disabilities which this son has. If the father should die tomorrow, 
there is not a cent for that dependent son. 

P. D. C., H. H. Hale: I simply want to correct my good Brother 
Stone as to the statement he made. I will state now that I have con- 
ferred with every member of the Committee in regard to this resolution. 
The Committee, while reporting a majority, has given careful consideration 
to the feelings of every member. Do what you will in regard to either the 
recommendation of the committee or the substitute resolution. I shall 
be content. 

P. C., E. A. Smith (36): Brothers of this Convention, it seems wise 
to concentrate every ounce of strength we have upon the proposition of 
putting over this Pension Bill. I favor the action and stand taken by 
Brother Wolff. (Applause.) 

Commander: The question is on the substitute recommendation- 
(The Encampment thereupon voted in favor of the substitute recom- 
mendation and it was adopted.) 
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NOMINATIONS 


Commander: Our rules are that nomination of officers, election and 
installation of officers are to be the last things in the order of business. 
We. will announte the result of the ballotting as the last piece of business 
before the installation. I think that will harmonize the laws. I will enter- 
tain nominations for Division Commander. 
P. D.C., F. V. Bell: I wonder, Brothers, if we realize, those of us who 
are in the eastern part of the Division (that of course means a great pro- 
portion of our membership) just what has been going on up in the Connec- 
ticut Valley,—what a live organization we have up there in those Camps. 
The Brother whom I am to nominate for Division Commander has been 
a part of the Organization in that locality for many years. I will not 
bother you with statistics. There never has been a time when he was not 
putting things over in all of those Camps. He has had the able assistance 
of other members in that vicinity. But I can assure you that much of the 
progress and much of the gain attributed to each of the various camps 
in the Connecticut Valley can be traced to the enthusiasm and leadership 
of Charlie Moran. It is a peculiar circumstance that the number 25 seems 
to figure largely with Charlie today. It is just twenty-five years since that 
section of the Division had a Division Commander, as it was 25 years ago 
when Brother Lynds served. It is just 25 years ago this year when 
Brother Moran’s father was Commander of the New York Division. 
Brother Moran shows a worthy aspiration, not only to serve the grand 
Army as a sign of affection, but to follow in the footsteps of his own father. 
I assure you Brothers, if we elect Brother Charles H. E. Moran, of Camp 
60, Holyoke, we will make no mistake in selecting an able leader for this 
coming year. Iam glad to place him in nomination. 
P. C., W. P. Lorsch (17): We have beautiful and lovely tributes. 
Our Order is one that is built on sentiment. In 1920, years ago, in another 
Division, I met a Brother whom I found to be a good friend and I still 
retain his friendship today. About five years eee I affiliated with the 
Massachusetts Division. I am here today in a very humble way to show 
my respects to the son of my Brother, whom I have just spoken of, 
Charles H. E. Moran, Sr., a Past Division Commander of the New York 
Division, was that man. I am here today, as I have just said to, in a very 
humble way, second the nomination of Past Commander Charles H. BE. 
Moran, of Holyoke, for Division Commander. (A pplause.) 
Commander: We are now ready to receive nominations for Senior 
Vice Commander. If 
A Member: I would suggest where there was only one nominated 
yesterday we omit nomination speeches. I say if nobody else is to be 
nominated why waste time? 
Commander: Nominating speeches are in order for Junior Vice 
Commander, 

Del. F. A. Murphy, Jr. (106): It was my pleasure to put in nomination 
the name of Brother Francis A. Brown as Junior Vice Division Commander. 
Brother Brown is at present Commander of Camp 106. The remarks of 
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Past Division Commander Couch referred to the provisional Camp mus- 
tered at Greenville, S. C. Brother Brown had the distinction of being 
a member of this Camp. He so faithfully fulfilled his duties as Commander 
of our Camp that again in 1926 he was elected as Commander of the 
Camp. Besides these duties the Comrades of Post 11, Charlestown,’ saw 
fit to make Brother Brown their Acting Adjutant. He is now found there 
after business hours devoting his time to all their wants. 

Div. Councillor W. T. Darling: Yesterday I placed in nomination 
the name of Brother Burgess, of Barre, for Junior Vice Division Com- 
mander. The Commander nominated comes from the western part of 
the state. The Senior Vice Commander comes from the other end of the 
state. I therefore believe that the Junior Vice Commander should come 
from the central part of the State, thereby representing you in a great 
many ways. The man I speak of has proven his ability, and is worthy of 
the Order. A few years ago he took over a Camp of 15 members in a 
town of 3000 people. Today that Camp has a membership of 49. The last 
quarter it gained 8 members. The present quarter before Memorial Day 
we guarantee that our Camp will be 60 members. This was under the 
leadership of Commander Burgess, a man who I know will help your 
Commander and your Division in a very efficient manner. Therefore 
I take pleasure in presenting to you the name of Commander Walter G. 
Burgess of Barre. (Applause) 

Brother George A. Smith, Camp 50, Rockland, seconds the nomination 
of Brother Burgess. 

Commander: For the Division Council vote for three: R. L. Smith, 
of Camp 81, Chelsea; C. Appleton, of Camp 72, Salem; W. H. Johnson, 
of Camp 58, Hyde Park; E. H. Nutting, of Camp 52, Leominster; N. E. 
Niles of Camp 6, Beverly, appear on the ballot. 

P. C., G. A. Frady (81): In cising to place in nomination R. L. Smith, 
I would say he is qualified by education and training, and has rendered 
service to the Division. 

P. D. G., E. F. Atwood: During my term as Division Commander, 
I had the pleasure of going to Salem to install a man who had increased 
the membership during his term over 50 per cent. He has been elected 
President of the Essex County Association. He went to France and there 
was disabled. I take pleasure in presenting the name of Charles M. Apple- 
ton, of Camp 72, Salem. ae Me) 

P. C., Frank McLaughlin (72): At this time, it gives me very great 
pleasure to second the nomination of Past Commander Charles M. 
Appleton, of Camp 72, Sons of Veterans. , 

P. D. C., F. V. Bell: Inasmuch as there is but one candidate for 
certain offices, I move that the candidate for Division Commander, Senior 
Vice Commander, Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission, and the candi- 
date for the G. A. R. Trust Fund be elected by acclamation and the 
Secretary instructed to cast one vote in accordance with that. 

Commander: The motion has been made by Brother Bell and sec- 
onded by Del. W. A. Sill of Camp 60, Holyoke, to the effect that certain 
officers named be elected by acclamation. (It was so ordered.) 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND STATE TREASURER 


Commander: The Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans is 
reported waiting in the ante-room. I very much desire to have him come 


- in immediately and I trust you will allow this interruption. 


(Commander-in-Chief Edwin C. Irelan and Capt. Youngman, Treas- 
urer and Reeciver General of the Commonwealth were admitted.) 

Commander: The pleasure is greater than I expected. We have two 
distinguished guests at this time. The Commander-in-Chief has a message 
for you which I hope you will give strict attention to. When he has finished 
Tam going to ask Past Commader-in-Chief Joseph B. McCabe to return 
a word of greeting from our Encampment to Commander-in-Chief Irelan. 

Commander-in-Chief Irelan: Past Commanders-in-Chief and my 
other friends in the Bay State: I feel that I have the opportunity to call 
you such because my early training preparatory to assuming the office 
to which I was elected was accomplished under my good friend, Fred 
Bolton, when I was his Senior Vice Commander-in--Chief. I therefor, 
owe to him who has helped to father your Division a deep sense of gratitude 
for the instructions I received during his administration. The days were 
truly those which required a great deal of attention to an Order. You 
have an Order that is very exclusive. It is an Order which requires a 
heritage derived from battles, whether they be on sea or land, and it 
becomes essential that every member who has such a heritage show his 
appreciation thereof by identifying himself in this organization, standing 
for charity, loyalty and fraternity. I say to you that you have this wonder- 
ful opportunity and in doing so find that service which this Order can 
give to its parent Organization. I am fearful that organizations of our 
kind are swayed by impulses, ‘and that after that wave of impulse has 
passed over we neglect to perform the duty which we who try to lead the 
Organization desire you to do. In other words, many appeals have gone 
forth during the year for some great feat of appreciation on the part of our 
membership for their heritage. 

Thate to say it and I hardly feel it is necessary in such a loyal wonder- 
ful Division as Massachusetts, but being the executive head at present, 
it seems to me that when appeals go forth from any committee of the 
Commandery-in-Chief for your advice, for your suggestions, that it 
should be answered 100 per cent, because in so doing you give to them 
the evidence of appreciation of your membership. It is not fair or right 
that any body of men should control an Organization when it is devoted 
to such principles as those to which your Organization is dedicated. It is 
up to you men as to all other members of the Organization scattered 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Great Lakes to the Florida 
Keys, to give to your Organization the advantage of suggestions, your 
ideas as to how to make this Order a larger and bigger one and the Order 
which you want it to be. 

There is no criticism to be made of the character of the Organization 
you have, nor the work which you are doing. But the exhortation is 
present and we should give it to you in its full force that what you desire 
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is greater service to the Organization, so that this Organization may stand 
back of the Grand Army of the Republic in all their laudable undertakings 
for the bringing about of their ideals. Your Organization is on a sound 
basis, to my mind. It only needs possibly some changing here and there 
to make it applicable to the great work that it is destined to have. 


I say to you, my Brothers, that we have a wonderful organization: 
We have a wonderful opportunity for demonstrating to the Order that 
service which only an Organization of this kind could in any way merit. 
I refer to the sweet memory of heroes both living and dead. We dedicate 
our Organization to that particular purpose. We further try to emulate 
in our Camp rooms and in our talk with each other, that spirit of service 
of the memory of him who made it possible for you to be identified with 
this Organization. When I refer to this sweet memory, it seems to me 
that our Order, through its various units, is each day writing the history 
and that history should record our devotion to the memory of the men 
who gave their all. I particularly desire to call your attention to that 
memory service which we can give to the humble private whom history 
records in his deeds only as failure; but we as an Organization in our 
camp rooms and in our Divisions can plan for the memorializing of his 
work because he performed a great duty. When we revert to the human 
side of these mere men we can see the honor of their great work in various 
battles when they gave of their subtance. We can picture him waiting 
to receive from a comrade those last sweet words, that this comrade who 
hears it may herald it to his family and tell them what he went through 
that in giving up his life to that Flag which you honor and which I honor. 
His all. What he says to his family and to you, then as now, was that this 
great love was for that Flag for which he gave his life, that he might leave 
to you and to me a heritage such as is unparalleled in the history of the 
world, and give us citizenship in this, a great united country with unlimited 
opportunity for the advancement of everyone. 


It seems to me that we have a glorious future. The only thing is for 
better consecration to the purposes for which we are organized. Today 
it is ordering us to become a great factor in the great patriotic work which 
we are called upon to perform. The day is coming when we and each of 
us must assume a greater responsibility for the work of our Organization, 
and as we gather in our Division Encampments, it seems to me that you 
are brought to drink of the fountain of patriotism whose waters never 
cease and never will cease as long as you, my Brothers, give to the Order 
that 100 per cent devotion which we ask. And when we shall have received 
of these 50,000 members, the 100 per cent devotion to our cause, what a 
maginificent Organization we shall have, and how proud you will be that 
you helped to make it what it can be. I say to you that if you were in 
my position and could see the change that has taken place, and see the 
jnterest that is now being manifested in the furtherance of the objects 
and principles of your Order, you would with me rejoice that there seems 
to be throughout the Country a rejuvenation of the Order and the desire 
to further its cause. 
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I do not wish to tire you with any lengthy remarks, but I do hope 
that you will on every occasion endeavor to read what the national officers 
have placed in your official organ, that you may keep in touch with what. 
we are trying to do, and that is to re-educate our Order along the lines of 
its objects and principles. We are thoroughly convinced that after the 
national officers have finished this re-education campaign, or, may we say, 
revival of interest, that you will have an Organization that will be a credit 
to yourselves, a fraternal devotion in our Whole Order,—a devotion 
whereupon we can depend under all circumstances to give to the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief wise and discreet suggestions which will mean much 
to the Order. Your opportunity to advance the cause of the Order is at 
your door. Will you measure up to the demands that are now placed upon 
you individually for the bringing of your Order to a higher pinnacle of 
success than has ever been attained? It seems to me our Order can well 
do a good deal at this particular time by heeding the words of Henry Ward 
Beecher when he said: “O, tell me not they are dead, that generous host, 
that cerie army of invisible heroes. They hover as a cloud of witnesses 
above this nation. Are they dead?” That scene is forever alive. They 
yet move upon society and inspire people to nobler motives and more 
heroic patriotism, and every canon, every hill, shall have its treasured 
name. Every river shall keep some solemn title. Every valley and every 
lake shall cherish its honest register. And until the mountains be elim- 
inated and the rivers forgét to flow, the clouds forget to roll up to replenish 
the springs, and the springs forget to gush, and the rills to sing, these 
names shall be kept freshly inscribed upon the books of a Nation’s 
remembrance. 


Commander: Before any response is made to this magnificent 
message by the Commander-in-Chief I would like to have you listen to 
our other very distinguished guest. He is one of us. He is a member in 
good standing of Camp 89 of Brighton. I refer now to the Treasurer and 
Receiver-General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Brother 
Youngman. 


Mr. Youngman: Brothers, I felt it was a great honor when the 
National Commander asked me to be his guide to your assembly here- 
It looked as though I was going to have to bring the greetings of the 
Commonwealth from His Excellency, the Governor to the members of 
the Grand Army at their luncheon up in Kingsley Hall. But the Governor 
fortunately arrived. Thercon hangs a tale, because if I had not been able 
to talk to the Governor's wife last night, I probably would have obeyed 
the orders of my wife and would not have been to either of these meetings- 
(Laughter.) I had been eight days in bed with the grippe, but when Mrs- 
Fuller told me that the Governor was sick last night and she doubted 
whether he would turn out today, I told my wife to take my uniform out 
of the moth balls and that I was going to show up. And I said, “Never 
mind any of the medals of service. Just give me that medal of the Sons.” 
(Applause.) This is the greatest Organization in the United States of 
America today in one thing. (Applause.) That thing is unselfishness, and 
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coupled with that unselfishness is loyalty,—loyalty to our fathers. When 
I was joining the Veteran organizations of the Spanish War and the World 
War (we all join them fraternally perhaps, and all that), there are a lot 
of advantages that go in the Civil Service and elsewhere connected with 
membership in those Organizations. None of that stuff is handed to the 
Sons of Veterans. They carry on at their own sacrifice and at the sacrifice 
of their own time and their own money. And they carry on for that most 
beautiful thing—that keen expression in the hearts of amy man or of any 
woman—the loving memory of the father that has gone before. (Applause.) 
Not only memory, but recognition of what your father did. 

When we attain man’s estate, we begin to think about that but when 
we are quite young (as I find in my children), we are all lacking when we 
are young in that we do not think at times with that degree of reverence 
perhaps that we should have. I think the attitude of a child is very per- 
fectly illustrated by a story of the young son of the late Governor Russell. 
His name was William, too, but at the age of the story he was called 
Willie, and he was in the grammar school, or one of the schools out there 
in Cambridge, and the teacher thought that she would give the child a 
few ideas about the government of the State and Nation. She said, “Which 
one of you boys can tell me who is the Governor of Massachusetts? 
Nobody answered. Then she came down to Willie Eussell quite severely 
and said, “Willie, can you tell the name of the Governor of Massachusetts?” 
“No,’”’ says Willie, “I don’t remember.’’ “Don’t remember! Don’t you 
know that your own father, the Hon. William E. Russell is Governor of 
Massachusetts?’ “Well,” s Willie, “I have heard him say so around 
the house, but he is such a liar we can’t believe him.” 

From the unreasoning attitude of our childhood days, we lack the 
sense of proportion we get in our manhood days as Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War. By keeping up this Organization as the Sons of the 
soldiers of the American Revolution kept up theirs, we are not only doing 
honor to those fathers, but we are doing honor to ourselves and we are 
putting a streak of red blood through the mixture that makes up the 
American nation. Teddy Roosevelt, who did me the honor when I was a 
kid to invite me to join his regiment, had the right idea. It is the spirit of 
manhood, the spirit of service, the spirit of strenuous sacrifice that makes 
citizenship worth while in our Country. 

We represent the youth of the Grand Army. When they were growing 
older, they felt pleasure that we were taking up their task of teaching the 
lessons of patriotism, Strive on, my Brothers, in your work, and just 
because you get no preference on the Civil Service, swell out your chests 
with pride and remember that what you give is 100 per cent unselfishness. 
(Applause.) 

P. C.-in-C., J. B. Maccabe: Commander-in-Chief, my Brother 
Youngman and others: Paying strict attention to what Capt. Youngman 
said with reference to Governor Russell, may I say “I am walking on 
eggs?’ And very gingerly so to. But I am glad, and I can say it very 
truthfully, Iam very glad to welcome you on behalf to this 44th pilgrimage 
of love, of the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans. I was going 
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to say “U.S. A.”, but I felt that I would be undignified if I did say U.S. A. 
Iwas mustered in forty-five or more years ago, and if I was ever impressed, 
I trust no one will take umbrage, because it is simply a manifestation of 
old devotion. I am glad to weleome you here, Commander-in-Chief, for 
I believe the essence of true loyalty and love for the Grand Army of the 
Republie is centered right here in this hall today. (Applause) I can 
remember as a boy what a fine temple to loyalty and charity was being 
contemplated by the Comrades of the Grand Army, Companions of the 
Legion and by the women of that splendid organization, the Woman's 
Relief Corps. (Applause.) Among the participants in a modest way was 
the Massachusetts Division of the Sons of Veterans. We started then 
and there with a determination to gather all our efforts of love; many 
of us (I see them here in this hall today) and others (God love them), who 
have carried through and have never been recreant to that splendid 
impulse. 

We have been doing our duty in a modest way, Mr. Commander- 
in-Chief, to the very best of our ability. Sometimes we may have slipped. 
We may have erred. That is silver, but to recoup is golden. I believe this 
Organization has done its utmost to meet that 100 percent ticket which 
means so much to the welfare of our Country at the present time. Yes; 
this Division has gone on and has never deviated from that single text 
of desire to help and make comfortable under all auspices the men who 
bared their breasts to shot and shell that the life of the country might be 
saved. It is peculiarly gratifying to have the Treasurer and Receiver- 
General of this Commonwealth come on this stage and pay such a fine 
tribute, and it is equally gratifying to hear the Commander-in-Chief of this 
Organization pay a tribute to the integrity and loyalty and devotion to 
the Sons of Veterans of the old Bay State. In that spirit Mr. Commander- 
in-Chief, I welcome you most cordially, and trust your stay in the old 
Bay State will be as welcome and as delightful as anyone could wish. 
(Applause.) 

(Visitors escorted from the hall.) 

Div. Pub. Sec’y W. H. Oibby: I wish to report that I presented the 
resolution which we adopted, to the Division Encampment of the Auxiliary, 
and they expressed great pleasure to know that we had adopted it and 
promised to take action on the same resolution later in their meeting. 


REPORT OF W. H. LIBBEY, CHAIRMAN PRESS COMMITTEE 


We report that as much copy as possible has been presented to the 
different papers of this city and reports of Committees’ proceedings will 
be forwarded to the papers as soon as possible. 


Publicity 
P. C., G. E. Hunt: I want to say a word or two while you are all 
here. Several years ago it was my privilege to suggest to this Encampment. 
the creation of a G. A. R. Trust Fund. Today it was my privilege as 
chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Reports to make a recommendation 
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which takes the first money from that Fund. Unless we go from this 
Encampment back to our homes and let the Brothers of our Camps know 
what you have done, and let the public know what we have done, we are 
not taking advantage of our opportunity. We don’t want to advertise 
the fact that we have given the Grand Army $800. We do want to adver- 
tise the fact to every Son of a Veteran and every citizen of this United 
States that today we have pledged, for all time to come, the per capita 
of every man ina Grand Army Post in Massachusetts. 

If I had time and had known that you were going to pass this so 
unanimously this morning, I would have had your publicity secretary 
have printed a report that you could put into every paper in your local 
town and city. Don’t lose your opportunity. When I have goods to sell, 
I get the best goods I can buy at the price and go out and sell them. You 
fellows have done something today that is constructive. You have demon- 
strated by your unanimous vote that you believe in the Grand Army of 
the Republic. Let every member know it. Let the public know it, and 
you will never be ashamed of being called a Son of a Veteran. Go home 


-and do your duty. (Applause.) 


Three Pioneers 
P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Here we have the first Colonel of the Pro- 
visional Division of Massachusetts (F. E. Bradford); the first Colonel 
regularly elected (J. B. Maccabe), and the first Colonel of the united 
factions of the Order (C. F. Sargent). Three pioneers of this Organization, 
in Massachusetts. Three pioneers of our outfit. Here they are, look them 


“over. 


Pp. D. C., F. J. Bradford: I go home up in New Hampshire prouder 
than ever of old Massachusetts. All the good work these Brothers have 
done all these years has culminated in the act which you have done; which 
you have pledged and promised. We have done ourselves proud in this 


act to our fathers today. 


GREETINGS FROM OUR AUXILIARY 
The following Past Division Commanders were appointed to act as 


ation from our Auxiliary: W. L. Anderson, Dr. 


escorts to the visiting deleg: 
H. Hale 


E. W. Homan, F. V. Bell, F. L. Kirchgassner, G. Richardson, H. 
and C. F. Sargent. 

The escorts presented and introduced members of the delegation: 
Division President, Mrs. Margaret F. Anderson, National President, Mrs. 
Mamie Deems of California; Past National President, Mrs. Margaret W. 
Palmer; President, Mrs. Bessie M.. Hebblethwaite, of Auxiliary 79, 
Melrose; Past Division President, Mrs. Gertrude Sautter of Pennsylvania; 


member of the National Council, Mrs. Cora A. Hanners, and Mrs. Irelan, 


wife of our Commander-in-Chief. sh) 
Commander: I really don’t know,—there are so many distinguished 


visitors in this gathering,—I really don’t know which is the head and tail 
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of the delegation, they all look so good to me. (Applause.) At the right of 
the line is Mrs. Margaret F. Anderson, member of the Auxiliary with Ss 
Thave been in closest touch, and for whom I have the utmost regard and 
Tespect. It is a rare pleasure for me to introduce her to you, if she aeeal 
introduction. Our Division President. ; aii" 
Mrs. Anderson: Commander and Brothers of this Encampment 
I am indeed happy to be with you just at this time, if only to have the 
privilege of coming and looking in on Harry’s convention. Wherever we 
have gone, and we have gone many places together, I have always called 
him my Division Commander. In my report I said perhaps of all the 
Division Commanders, he was the best commander I ever had. (Laughter. 
As the President of the Massachusetts Division Auxiliary to the Sons of 
Union Vi eterans I want to extend to your Commander and to your Division 
the greetings of our Division, and my own personal greetings. Of course 
you know ‘the Grand Army comes first, but of all other Organizations that 
exist, outside of the Grand Army first comes the Sons of Veterans. I have 
had a wonderful year as Division President. Everybody has been just 
wonderful to me. If I have had a successful year, I wish to acknowledge 
with thanks the assistance of those who have helped to make it so. Harry 
has had a wonderful year, too. Incidentally, we both come from the same 
Camp and Auxiliary. He presented me with a lovely ring at my Encamp- 
ment. As Division President I have enjoyed the work very, very much. 
It has been a very, very happy year for me. I want to present to you this 
aes Neca bag kit) on behalf of our Division. I just hope you 
njoy it every time that y se i ink ivisi id 
neuctoae el ae ee it, and think of your Division President 
Commander: Margaret, I do accept the gift from you. Be it great 
or small, valuable or cheap, I would prize it highly because it is from you 
as President of the Auxiliary. Why shouldn’t I have given you a ring? 
We have been going together fora year. (Applause.) We have had HOUDIES 
in our Organizations and have confided more or less in each other. It has 
been good for the soul to have some one who is so Bice and reliable as 
my Division President has been. I thank you and your bers for th is 
remembrance. 7 aa he 
i pommanders The Chairman of the delegation is a member of my own 
uxil Hee She will corroborate what I say when Itell you that I called 
ee acy and asked her to join the Auxiliary. I am not ashamed of 
est pace and her record. I am proud of her career and take a 
Sha Cae pride when I think that Margaret joined at my 
Meet peters Melrose has been in the ascendant this year. We 
ve P a lappy to have a Division President from our Auxiliary, and 
ae, ee Commander from our Camp. We have been having a lovely 
ears One IT bring you the greetings of the Massachusetts 
fant alas ae We that is my real job this afternoon, as Chairman of 
se a . You said to me, once, “What do you mean when you say 
ring greetings to an organization?” I thought about that a little, espe- 
cially when I knew that I was to have the privilege of coming He this 
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Convention this afternoon. I am going to tell you very frankly what I 
meant. In bringing you the greetings of the Massachusetts Division I can 
bring you the personal appreciation of an old friend, a friend who appre- 
ciates the work you have done for your Camp, who appreciates the devo- 
tion and loyalty that you have given to the Sons of Veterans. If you are 
proud to claim me as a member, I can tell you I am proud to claim you 
as an old friend and co-worker. . 

To all that has been said by others, I want to add my word of appre- 
ciation for our Auxiliary, and my wish that you continue to grow and 
prosper. We want this Division to grow and prosper and he a splendid 
adjunct to the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. Endeared to you by ties of blood, we are working side by side 
to help you to be what you want to be. That is what I mean when I say, 
“T bring you greetings’. 

Thave a little check as a tangible evidence of your Division's respect 
for you, with all the good wishes of the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, and I 
express my appreciation to you as an old friend on behalf of all the mem- 
bers of our Division. 

Commander: Sister Palmer, I wish to accept this from your Organ- 
ization in the spirit in which it is offered. But there is something more 
valuable in life than checks, Sometimes we can buy things with checks. 
There are many things that you can buy. But your friendship and the 
friendship of the Auxiliary are things that cannot be represented by any 
check, 

The next in the delegation is the National President of the Sons of 
Veterans’ Auxiliary, who has travelled over three thouseand miles to be 
with us today,—Mrs. Mamie Deems. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Deems; Brother Commander: Sister Palmer has just got 
through telling you what it means to bring you the greetings. I bring you 
the greetings of the National Organization, just in the same words she 
expressed it to you, also the greetings of California. Our Division Com- 
mander expressed his wish that I bring his greetings to you, also Brother 
Locke, the Commander of the Oregon Division, Brother Smith, the Com- 
mander of the Minnesota Division, and Brother Pratt, the Commander 
of Iowa Division. They all send greetings and best wishes to you. 
(Applause.) Now, Commander, I have no gift for you, only one of those 
things that cannot be bought with money, checks, or in any other way. 
T bring you the love of the National President. (Applause.) 

Commander: It isa pretty good thing to have, too. f 

Mrs. Deems: Of course I represent the National Organization, and 
have come from the far West, but yesterday I was adopted into the 
Massachusetts Division. 

Commander: No. Today, at two o'clock a.m. 4 

Mrs. Deems: Now, I am a member of the Massachusetts Division 
and I do hope I will be able to attend each and every Encampment and 
be at every session. I haye had a pleasant time, and as I said the other day 
it has been a long trail, but my dreams have come true. T have attended 
an Encampment of this wonderful Massachusetts Division and I am 
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happy. Brother Commander, just before I close, my last words are, I also 
bring you the greetings of friend husband at home, who happens to be the 
National Patriotic Instructor. I had a wire from him last evening to be 
sure and extend his best wishes to this Encampment. 

Commander: This check (I have just taken a peek at it) is for $150. 
(Applause.) The Auxiliary have always been very good to us and have 
presented us these checks which we have used for worthy purposes. I 
hope this will be used for as worthy a purpose as any in the past. 

Mrs. Hebblethwaite: Division Commandér Weiler, I know they can 
hear my heart beating way down there (indicating the audience) 
(Laughter.) When Sister Anderson asked me to serve on the Greetings 
Committee to come to your Encampment, I told her I would come if I 
did not get cold feet. My feet are cold and my hands are cold, too. If I 
asked all the girls, the Melrose girls, what they would have wanted me to 
tell Brother Weiler this day,—it would be to give him their love. At this 
time I have the great pleasure to present this token to you from the girls 
of Camp 79, with all their love. (Presented ten-dollar gold-piece.) 

Commander: The girls of 79 have given me tokens of their love 
before, but I am sure never upon such an impressive occasion as in the 
presence of these distinguished guests. It is not necessary for Auxiliary 79 
to continue to give me tokens of their love and regard, although I do 
appreciate this token of the love and regard, and I thank you. 

> Commander: We have an unexpected visitor, perhaps, the former 
National Chief-of-Staff of the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary; an efficient 
member of that Organization, whom many of us, especially those who 
travel to the National Encampments, have learned to love, and have @ 
very fine regard for. I am referring to Mrs. Gertrude Sautter of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Have you any need to be reminded that her husband was perhaps 
one of the best beloved of our Commanders-in-Chief, a few years 2g0- 
She will be pleased to address you for a moment, I am sure. (Applause.) 

Sister Sautter: I bring the greetings of the Pennsylvania Division. 
My husband always thinks of the wonderful work you boys are doing in 
Massachusetts. I bring to you, from him, his very best wishes for your 
Encampment. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander: The next guest does not wish to make a speech. I 
would like to introduce her to you, however—Mrs. Irelan. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Cora Hanners of Beverly: Commander Weiler, it was indeed 
quite an unexpected pleasureto metoaccompany this delegation to your 
Encampment this afternoon, but I assure you it was a privilege that I 
deeply appreciate. I have very little to say, as we are in a hurry to get 
back, and I know you are very busy, too. I want to congratulate Brother 
Weiler for the very successful year he has had. Brother Weiler, I hope that 
we will have the pleasure of seeing you often. 

Commander: I am going to ask a capable member of this Division 
to try to express, if he can in words, the kindly feelings of our Organization 
to yours. 

P. D. C., Guy Richardson: Commander, the Twin Margarets, Bessie, 
Cora, and the three girls from the West. The most beautiful women are 
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the members of our Auxiliary. (Applause.) They appeal to us ina peculiar 
sense. You are ours, and we are yours. What have you done for us? May 
[illustrate by one-or two personal references? We have heard something 
about our distinguished and able Commander getting home just about in 
time for breakfast before coming hack to Boston. There is another single 
man, Brother Homan, who it is said sometimes flirts with the Auxiliary. 
Then, of all the hard-headed, iron-hearted critters in this world,—I leave 
it to you,—Fred Bolton is the chief. But do you know that within the 
last few years, the hard-hearted sinner has been assimulated and con- 
verted to our Auxiliary. I never thought of him as one to mingle with the 
lighter things of life and enjoy the associations so dear to us in every single 
town in Massachusetts, but what does he do but bring men to their 
Encampment to see the forms. (Laughter.) To sce the gracious forms who 
always are to be found at that Encampment. In the times when our 
duties are serious and perhaps pathetic, we are recalled in your presence 
for social recreation and trivial association. 

In fact, there are times, my Sisters, when but for you, our Camps 
would not only have a precarious existence, but some of them indeed 
would not exist. All we owe to you cannot be expressed in words. And 
at the risk of incurring the displeasure of my distinguished Brother, Fred 
Bolton, who, when sitting beside my wife in our own Camp once, when 
somebody got off something and called it poetry, turned to her and said, 
“T think that is a disease.” Now I leaye it to you if the thing has got to 
such fellows as Joe McCabe, it is not time to call a halt,—as he has been 
running around trying to find something that will rhyme with that word 
“Auxiliary”. Iam just going to give you as a parting shot these few lines: 
First I want to thank you for your kindly consideration, Madam Chairman, 
in bringing with you a delegation which I notice is very carefully composed 
wholly of married ladies. We offer today our greetings in the name of 
our flag. 


We pledge our allegiance—in meetings to come wewill work for the dear 
G. A. R. and renew our obligations. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder from near and far in our cordial relations 

In our love for our Order we all have our share, that loyalty knows no 
bounds 

No girls in the world are so fair and pure as those that our Order surrounds. 
(Applause.) 


INSTALLATION OF SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 


Commander: We are faced with an emergency. The Brother whom 
you have elected by acclamation as Senior Vice Division Commander, 
tells me he has got to take a train, in about twenty minutes, for New York 
City. I am going to ask, out of the regular order of business, if Past 
Division Commander Bell will install the Senior Vice Division Commander- 
Elect. If Arthur C. Drew, of Camp 150, New Bedford, will present himself 
at the altar, Brother Bell will act as installing officer, and enable Brother 
Drew to catch his New York train. 

(114) 


It is unfortunate our Senior Vice Commander-Elect has to leave us 
in a few moments, but we want you to know who he is and what he looks 
like. You are going to meet him a great many times in the coming year, 
Tam sure. (Applause.) 

Senior Vice Division Commander-Elect A. C. Drew: Division Com- 
mander, Commander-in-Chief Irelan, Brothers of this assembly: My 
message to you is the one word, “Service”. Many of the Brothers are 
from the western part of the state and are not acquainted with this section. 
I feel otherwise, especially down around Cape Cod. We have, after receiv- 
ing the messages that we have received today from our officials, learned 
that the Sons of Veterans have enough to do, something to work for, as 
has been stated on this floor, and as we all know by the action taken, that 
we have shown action to our fathers. We have started something. I won't 
repeat those words, but I tell you we have something to talk about. We 
have done something. Massachusetts has always done something. But 
I think that is one of the best moves ever done. I just want to say this 
as a parting message: Those members that know me and have known me 
(although I am sort of a quiet chap), and my connection of thirty some 
odd years with this Organization, have always found me ready to perform 
any kind of service or duty that is possible for me to do. I renew that 
same pledge and stand, not as your officer, but as your servant for any- 
thing that is in my power, gladly will I give you to the best of my 
ability. (Applause.) 


PAST RANK COMMITTEE 


PAST RANK PETITION OF A. E. DEARBORN, Camp 25, Worcester 
To the Officers of Willie Grout Camp 25, S. U. V. C. W.:— 

I hereby request that my rank of Past Commander be restored, and 
ask you pass resolutions to that effect, asking the Division to comply with 
my request. 

The reason that I lost my rank is that I moved away from Somerville, 
Mass., and allowed myself to lapse. 

Yours in F., C, and L., 
ALVAH E. DEARBORN 
To the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:— 

At a regular meeting of Willie Grout Camp No. 25, held March 8, 
1926, it was voted to present to the officers of the Massachusetts Division, 
the following resolution:— 

Whereas, Alvah E. Dearborn, formerly a member and Past Com- 
mabder of Camp 3, Somerville, is now a member in good standing in 
Camp 25, for a number of years, and is at the present time Treasurer of 
Camp 25, 

Be it resolved, that we earnestly request that his rank as Past Com- 
mander be restored. Prompt action on this request will be greatly appre- 
ciated. 


Yours in F,, C. and L., 
IRVING W. MULLETT, Secretary 
Attest: 
FRANK I. MULLETT, Commander 
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Report of Past Rank Committee 

Brother Dearborn joined Camp 3, Somerville, on October 13, 1905, 
was Commander of that Camp in 1910, and was dropped from membership 
on account of non-payment of dues on June 30, 1918. He joined Camp 25 
on March 31, 1922, and is a member in good standing of that Camp. His 
petition merely states that he moved from Somerville and allowed his 
membership in Camp 8 to lapse. 

The committee is unable to regard this statement as a sufficient 
excuse for a member’s loss of past rank; and expresses its opinion that a 
member who has merely abandoned his membership in a Camp and 
ceased to perform his duties as a member of such Camp should not be 
re-instated in his past rank without a strong showing of exceptional facts 
in his defence. We therefore recommend that the petition be dismissed. 

P. D. C., E. W. Homan: I move that this recommendation of the 
Committee be adopted. 

Com. R. L. Smith (81): I second the motion. 

(By vote of the Encampment the recommendation was adopted.) 


PAST RANK PETITION OF C. H. NILES, CAMP 94, MARLBORO 


This petition was referred by last uear’s Encampment, to the present 
annual Encampment, to give opportunity to the applicant to complete 
his petition in the respects named in the report of the Past Rank Com- 
mittee of 1925. No further communication has been received from the 
applicant, or from Camp 94, and we therefore recommend that the petition 
be dismissed. 

P. C., G. W. Graves (124): I move that the recommendation be 
adopted. 

Com. B. T. Dexter (9): I second the motion. 

(By vote of the Encampment the recommendation was adopted.) 


PAST RANK PETITION OF A. H. HIGGINS, CAMP 72, SALEM 


The Past Rank Committee of 1925 recommended to the Division 
Encampment and the Encampment voted, that this petition be referred 
to a committee to report thereon at the next annual Encampment. The 
matter of the petition, and an amendment thereto, has been referred to 
this committee. 

The Committee is of the opinion that the amendment does not show 
@ sufficient excuse for the fact that Brother Higgins allowed eight and a 
half years to pass, after loss of his rank, before joining » Camp and resum- 
ing his duties as a member of the Order. We feel, however, that this case 
shows circumstances which may be presented more satisfactorily in a sub- 
sequent petition; and we therefore recommend that the present petition 
he dismissed, without prejudice to such later application as Brother 
Higgins may see fit to present at a later Encampment. 

Commander: On the petition of A. H. Higgins of Camp 72, Salem, 
for restoration of Past Rank. I will read the recommendation and what 
immediately precedes it. (Jeads.) 
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P. C., F. McLaughlin (72): Brothers of the Massachusetts Division: 
This is a peculiar case of a worthy Son of a Veteran. He was at one time 
Commander of one of the best Camps in the Massachusetts Division, 
Lieut. Col. Henry, Merritt Camp, of Salem. Brother Higgins is far along 
in years and his remaining life is very short. The brother is 77 years of 
age. He was confined to his home for a number of years by sickness and 
deaths in his family, and had many heart-aching and irritating troubles. 
I feel most keenly that Brother Higgins’ past rank should be restored. 
He could have been elected Commander of our Camp during the present, 
year, but the Brother’s health is enfeebled and he is unable to endure the 
strain which the Camp would require in Salem. I want to appeal to you, 
Brothers of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, to restore 
this very worthy Brother's rank. He is in all senses one of the best Sons 
it was my pleasure ever to meet. He at all times is foremost with his 
devotion to care for him who is stricken by death, and for his widow and 
orphan. Now Brothers, I place the case in your hands. I ask as a favor 
to Camp 72 that you restore this aged man to past rank which he worked. 
so hard for so many years. We ought to tell you why he remained out of 
the Order: Through sickness and trouble and infirmity with advancing 
years. As soon as he got to be able to get around he rejoined our Camp, 
and since that time he has been an earnest and loyal worker, and a 100 
per cent Son of a Veteran. 

Com. Charles T. Tobin (72): I wish to state that I endorse every- 
thing Past Commander McLaughlin has said. I served in the old Camp 8 
at about the time Mr. Higgins had just left the Chair. He always has 
been a great worker under my administration. He has served and worked 
hard on every Committee, and if it is possible, I would like to have this 
Convention endorse and restore to that gentleman his past rank. 

P. C., C. M. Appleton (72): It was my pleasure a few years ago to 
meet Past Commander Higgins for the first time. In looking over the 
roster one day, I came across the name of A. H. Higgins. I immediately 
went to his home one Sunday afternoon and asked him if he would come 
back to the Camp and be a good, active Brother again. Brother Higgins, 
said: ‘““My age is against me. Sickness is in the family. You can see for 
yourself the condition of my wife. She is an invalid.” Brother Higgins 
has had to cater to her for the last 15 years because he did not have money 
enough to hire anybody else to do it. Today he is one of the liveliest and 
best workers the Camp has. I had the pleasure of nominating him one 
year ago to succeed me in office. He had to decline on account of his age. 
I would like to have this Encampment restore his past honors to him. 

Del. A. H. Higgins (72): Brothers, am the man. (Applause.) Ihave 
always been interested in the work. I want to say straight-a-way my 
folks did not bring me into the world in time to become a member of the 
Grand Army, by two years. If I had been born about two years earlier, I 
should have been in that rank. My father was in the war, and my elder 
brothers. My great, great grandparents were in the Revolution and helped 
free this country from tyranny. My blood tingles all through when I hear 
of anything against the Country and against this Flag. I am a thorough 
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American, born and bred in the bone. I want to say this, with all due 
respect to the Committee. Perhaps I was at fault. I amended the petition 
according to all the instructions I had, but I did not give all the particulars 
in regard to the cause. I did say “through sickness.” I might have made 
it very definite. With all due respect, I want to say my wife was taken sick, 
and was sick for seventeen months and then I had to bury her. I took care 
of her myself. I am a nurse, and she preferred me to any nurse, naturally. 
” I took care of her, took her away into the country for her health, and only 
brought her back to bury her. : My own health gave way for about six to 
eight months, and I myself got no good and could not attend to my 
business. That took two years, and during that time I lost my rating in 
the Sons of Veterans. My wife was sick for 17 months. With all these 
things considered, I think I have excuse enough for not coming back into 
the Order sooner. We have our Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. I have 
never done anything to discredit the Order to my knowledge in my life, 
and I don’t propose at this age in life to do it. I leave it to you as fair- 
minded Brothers to vote to restore my rank. (A pplause.) 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Ordinarily I would take a very aggressive 
position on the restoration of any man’s rank. If he does not think enough 
about it to hold it, he don’t deserve to come around begging for it after 
he has lost it. It is a good deal like a fellow after he left his wife,—asked 
10 years afterwards for forgiveness. This Brother was in the old Camp 8, 
of Salem. That Camp disbanded. You were not in good standing at the 
time? 

Del.-A. H. Higgins (72): I was in good standing. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Did you get a transfer card? 

Del. A. H. Higgins (72): I don’t remember. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: You didn’t state that to the Committee. 
T understand we haven’t given the Committee a fair chance,—they asked 
for further information. I am impressed with this fact, that the man is 
77 years of age. And he looks like a good man. I guess he must have been 
a good member of the Organization. I am not inclined to bicker much 
about the proposition except this: I want to go on record now that we are 
going to fight at the very last minute of an Encampment; but we are 
going to let down the bars on this proposition. A man who becomes a Past 
Camp Commander really ought to be the best type of member there is in 
the Camp. If you have had two years of sickness, the Camp disbanded a 
year, and sickness and troubles followed after the disbandment, it is a 
question if any man would not forget what to do. It is the Brother that 
appeals to me,—the very fact that you joined the Organization in Maine 
way back in 1882. 

Del. A. H. Higgins (72): I was a charter member of Abraham Lincoln 
Camp 17, Division of Maine, 44 years ago. % 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: That is what I am coming at. I want to 
give you a show. I am going to move that the Brother's petition be 
granted, and that the report of the Committee be not adopted. But, at 
the same time, please understand, Brothers, that we want to have things 
ordinarily right. He is an old-time member. A year is a long time to wait. 
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(Motion seconded by Assistant Division Organizer, G. B. Stratton.— 
So ordered by vote of the Encampment.) ‘ 

Del. A. H. Higgins (72): I wish to thank you for this vote. I don’t 
know that I can say much. I appreciate it from the depths of my heart. 
I sincerely thank Brother Bolton for his position in the matter, and I am 
going to shake hands with him. (Applause.) 


GENERAL DISCUSSION 


P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Have you any objection to a general 
proposition. I am glad the Commander-in-Chief is here. I want to say he 
alluded to the fact when I was Commander-in-Chief, he was my Senior 
Vice Commander. There was no more loyal fellow, nobody that I think 
any more of in the organization. Nobody I am fonder of than Brother 
Irelan. Hence I am a very plausible sort of fellow. If he don’t mind it, T 
am going to say this is what I wrote him when he was my side-kick. I told 
him that I’d be damned if I thought the Maryland Division should have 
four Commanders-in-Chief, and when I went to the Encampment I would 
not vote for him for that reason. I don’t know how much attention you 
have paid to this State of the Order Committee proposition. Don’t know 
how many of the Camps have ever discussed the thing at all. Don't know 
how many of your Brothers have ever given much thought to the thing. 
They are going to get very, very few answers. Then they are going to 
formulate something. If they have a good man to write a report. I was 
on the State of the Order Committee for three or four years. They met 
occasionally at the Encampment and devoted all their talk, gray matter 
and energy to about fifteen minutes of consideration. At Indianapolis we 
had it. I went to Reading, Pa., had a meeting there and served notice on 
them that I did not come on for a talk-fest, but to do business. We suc- 
ceeded in doing business. I told them, “All right, we are going to stick to 
this job.” We kept them working until three next morning. I think I was 
the only man arguing on the committee at that time, and moved the 
adoption of several articles in succession and carried them by one vote- 
At Indianapolis, there was no report of the Committee. We still had our 
grand Reunion and Old Home Week, where we loved one another to 
death. You have the chance to go to cities that you never would other- 
wise get to. I wrote the report of that committee, under the roof of the 
hotel there. And Frank Shepard said there were a lot of papers scattered 
around. Charlie Sherman looked like Napoleon. I tossed that report over 
to him and said if there is going to be a report done by you, I hope you 
will put it in yourself,—my report. You can buy a copy of the National 
Proceedings if you would like to have it. That is one grand Old Home 
Week. They come to greet one another, and we have the suspicion most 
of our friends who shine brightest at the National Encampment would 
have to be introduced to their home camp members, because if they come 
there they will be apt to say, “Who is this strange fellow?” We can solve 
all the troubles in the Organization by one word of four eltters,—W-O-R-K. 
There will never be any other solution; but they won't work. They are 
now asking us, “How long have you been a member of the Order?” Some 
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fellows here today were members 43 or 44 years. What have you been 
doing for the last 20 for the Camp? Just been staying? 

You won’t know whether the Camp has recently gained or lost 
membership. Did you ever consider this Organization? I am not talking 
about pessimistic stuff—I want to prod you. We are a ten per cent organ- 
ization. I say that because there should have been at least 500,000 join 
the Organization, and we have 50,000 on paper. It is a ten per cent 
Organization. It is a pretty tough proposition to say what your Camp 
has done. Some Camps have recently gained. They recently gained once, 
and recently lost after that. How do you keep them? How long do you 
hold them? 

How many of the Camp meetings did you fellows attend in the year 
so far as your own Camp is concerned, when you could really charge it 
up as a profitable evening? Then they ask: ‘How would you increase the 
interest in the Order?” They all know the present plan of organization. 
They ask what it is you suggest in place of the present plan of organization. 
What features do you suggest be adopted to make our Order more at- 
tractive? What other suggestions have you for the good of the Order? 
In the first place we would be a whole lot better off if we didn’t belong 
to the National organization at all. I will tell you why. We give them 50% 
of all we take in, and get nothing back from them. We hold the bag. 

In New England we function fairly well, and the sentiment is here. 
I have that thrown at me once in a while. Some of our Middle Western 
friends tell me that. Why shouldn’t we? Isn’t the proposition a senti- 
mental one? If they can’t keep step with sentiment out there, what kind 
of a parade are we having? It is of no use some going forward and some 
slipping back, and the great middle body just going up and down and 
getting nowhere. We have had no part in the National Organization, you 
might have noticed, in recent years,—I am advised very strongly by 
friends and delegates to go out there. Massachusetts has accepted no 
offices from the Commandery-in-Chief. I have been on the inside, I know 
what they do there. Ihave helped to do it. I want to tell youthe pledge 
and promise of the Commander-in-Chief about five years ago. They 
got together and solved all the difficulties there were in the world by a 
grand unification, simply electing this fellow from this Division and 
handing out that one to the other. They paraded over a lot of useless 
propositions that are called office in the Commander-in-Chief. The 
National Commander-in-Chief is a person who does something. I will 
admit his expenses should be paid. In order to get him, you should pay 
his expenses. When you come down to the Senior and Junior Vice, they 
don’t do a thing but wear a yellow ribbon. What do you want to pay 
their way for? It costs you and I and every other fellow so much that 
might be put into something else. There are always three Past Com- 
manders-in-Chief on the floor that have all the intelligence any human 
being needs. We don’t take anything from the National organization. 
My friend Irelan just happens to be unfortunate enough to be Commander- 
in-Chief. The National Organization cannot point to any single achieve- 
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ment since it has been in existence with one exception. That is under 
friend Johnson. They went to everybody in the United States, even 
down to the Chinese who cannot become citizens. Everybody was doing 
something in some way to help the cause of patriotism and of service, and 
to make the world safe for the Democrats. We raised millions at that 
time. You remember, Brother Ed., when you were Senior Vice Commander 
in-Chief, I gave you the rare privilege of presiding over the Encampment? 
We had at least $30,000 at Mason City, Iowa. We were going to build a 
wonderful university that would make Harvard and Yale fade into insig- 
nificance. And we shot our money into the thing. I had sent the Com- 
mittee out there and discovered that they had something that wasn’t 
much better than a grammar school, and hardly as important as a High 
School; and about all the soldiers’ orphans that we were going to take 
care of lived in Mason City or twenty-five miles from there. We proceeded 
to put that thing out of business. I set out to offer a motion that we send 
no delegates to the National Encampment. We expect something from 
the National Organization. They have got to do something constructive. 
We are giving half of our financial resources and all of our effort and 
hardly receiving any of the things that we need. 

I want to ask this question, Ed., Is it true that somebody has written 
a letter to the local committee at Des Moines making a suggestion, that 
in order to have 100 uniformed Sons of Veterans, which is prescribed by 
the Grand Army as the official escort, that their expenses to the encamp- 


, ment should be paid? 


Commander-in-Chief Irelan: No, Fred. We asked for $300. They 
gave us 450 badges. We asked for $300 to go towards the expenses of 
maintaining a military escort. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Well, that is answered very diplomatically. 
I happen to know that at Milwaukee they paid every member of the 
Organization who paraded in uniform as an escort. I don’t know whether 
they had 100 or not. They paid them $3 apiece and I thought it was a 
disgraceful proposition. 

Commander-in-Chief Irelan: They appropriated out there $300 to 
the Order for maintenance of the reserve. 

P. C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton: Weren’t there enough Sons in Milwaukee 
and Des Moines who knew that it is a distinctive honor and a wonderful 
privilege to escort the Grand Army at their National Encampment, and 
who should not cheapen themselves by accepting a five cent piece for 
doing that thing? That is what I am putting up to you. A certain Grand 
Army officer said, ‘Those Sons out West don’t amount toa damn. They. 
want to be paid for parading as an escort for the Grand Army.” If that 
is the policy that the National Organization is approving, we are going 
to kick about it. If I thought that was the policy, I don’t know but what 
I would go out there. I went to Milwaukee and had plenty to do. It is 
my privilege to oppose that at any time I am able. Within three or four 
years I may come to you with a proposition that we establish in Massa- 
chusetts an organization to be made up of the Sons of Veterans, Sons of 
Veterans’ Auxiliary and Daughters of Veterans; that we can make that 
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one unit organization with some central purpose, where we will guarantee 
through the energy and sentiment there is in Massachusetts that we will 
take care o Memorial Day. We would not need to be in the National 
Organization, if they function no better than they do now. 


INVITATION TO SALEM TERCENTENARY 


Com. C. T. Tobin (72): Division Commander and Brothers: I want 
to say the City of Salem, in July this year, celebrates the Ter-Centenary 
of the settlement of the city. Camp 72 wants to make a showing of the 
Sons in the parade. There will be at least 10,000 or 15,000 in the parade 
on that day. We want to extend to you, and through you to your several 
Camps, a cordial invitation to come down there and swell our Camp so 
that we can meke a demonstration for the Order at large. We want 500 
Sons in line that day. 


PRESENTATION OF MEMBERSHIP BANNERS 


Commander: The Commanders of Camp 70, Bourne; Camp 35, 
New Bedford and Camp 48, Northampton, please step to the platform, 

Commander Rowe of Camp 70, Bourne, commands the Camp that 
since the last Division Encampment has shown the greatest gain in mem- 
bership of any Camp in our Division. With 150 Camps functioning, that 
1s no mean honor, especially in view of the fact that last year his Camp 
was enabled to report the second largest gain in the Division. By virtue 
of a net gain of 44 members his Camp has earned the title and the right 
to display the Red Banner awarded each year for the largest net gain. 
J thank his Camp and the Brothers who are responsible for the net gain 
of this year. They deserve a great deal of credit. 

Com. L. H. Rowe (70): I want to thank all the Brothers who partici- 
pated. I have the honor of being the Commander this year and I want 
to receive the Red Banner, but the honor for the increase in membership 
should go to Assistant Division Organizer Stratton, and I would much 
rather see him up here to receive it. 

Commander: I have visited Camp 35 three times this year. They 
have been able to report a net gain of 36 members. The second best 
banner, the White Membership Banner, is awarded to them. It represents 
results to the Order, and makes that Camp a close second to the Camp at 
Bourne. 

Del. C. H. Boynton (35): In behalf of Camp 35, I accept. Next year 
we hope to take the Red Banner. (Applause.) 

Commander: Camp 48, of Northampton, have done splendidly, 
not only this past year, but the two years previously. They came through 
this year with a net gain of 31 members. With the Division Commander 
right in their shadow, they will come back next year with another splendid 
membership gain, and perhaps take back the same or one of the others. 

I am going to give into the care of Commander C. A. White of that 
Camp, the Blue Banner, representing the third largest net gain for the 
Division—31 members. 
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Com. C. A. White (48): Three years ago we had the Red Banner 
which I considered a great honor, and I think that we took it away from 
Beverly. (Laughter.) But we have kind of a habit of doing things accord- 
ing to the Ritual. And you, know in the Ritualistie work when you are 
explaining the colors, that the red comes first, the blue second. You may 
be satisfied with the white one next year, but we may not. 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS 
*Elected. 


Division Commander 


*C. H. E. Moran (60), Holyoke.............-.+-.-+-0+- Unanimous 
Senior Vice Commander 
*A.C. Drew (150), New Bedford...............4.4+++- Unanimous 
Junior Vice Commander 
*W. G. Burgess (86), Barre... ...... 2.00. sere ee ee eens 158, 
F. A. Brown, Sr. (106), Charlestown. .........-..+.-++2+555> 63 
Division Council 
*C. M. Appleton (72), Salem skop sh wee 
*R. L. Smith (81), Chelsea. . f Z . 17 
*B. H. Nutting (52), Leominster.................0++-+ . 104 
W. H. Johnson (58), Hyde Park 81 
I. W. Floyd (45), Arlington... a7 
N. E. Giles (6), Beverly. ...... 51 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission 
* He Pishi(Sl)sChelseaten -siaceea eerie ere ers Unanimous 
G. A. R. Fund Commision 
*J. B. Maccabe"(46), Roxbury......2.2..21....02.--5% Unanimous 


Delegates to National Encampment 
*W. F. Nutter (4), Plymouth... .0 #0). fee emi se tee ere 181 
*C. H. Richardson (52), Leominster ‘ 
*N. B. Austin (14), Cambridgeport 
*J. A. Bartlett (17), Brockton. see 12 
*J. E. Knox (15), Springfield. . ; 
*G. W. Clapp (44), Westfield. 
*W. E. Choate (6), Beverly. 


*C. T. Tobin (72), Salem.....--.2+2---+ 
*F. W. Perkins (56), Cambridge. 
*W. J. Prince (21), Lawrence. . -. 
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pe be Skehsnd(16)s|Ganton jas ch eyes betes ccaamcse oie goa Heverne onnee 
*E. T. Davis (102), Falmouth. . 
*G. R. Beckman (75), Mansfield. 
*G. T. Fuller (150), New Bedford 
*G. P. Mackie (37), Gardner 

*E. E. Bennett (127), Westboro 
*E: J. Goodman (46), Roxbury. 
*I. F. Ludwig (46), Roxbury.. 
J. A. Finn (81), Chelsea. 
W. P. Hanners (6), Beverly. . 3 iS ae 
BN eHatGilesi (6) sBeverlyay.icicissjeis cers s se de eiesisie oS eh alelaie gs ole,ere 


TELLERS APPOINTED 


The following were appointed to receive and count the ballots: 

P. D. C., F. V. Bell; Div. Councillor, W. T. Darling; Del. F. A. 
Murphy (106); P. C., G. F. Brady (81); Com. C. T. Tobin (72); P. C., 
G. E. Richardson (58); P. C., A. H. Adams (52); P. C., F. T. Waugh (45); 
P.C., G. A. Ray (9). 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 


Division Commander-elect C. H. E. Moran was introduced from the 
platform amid applause. Divsion Commander H. F. Weiler asked that 
the members of the Division support Brother Moran as well as they had 
him during the past year, and then a lot more. 

Announcement was made of the result of the vote for Junior Vice 
Division Commander, whereupon a motion was made by P. C., F. A. 
Brown (106) that the election of P. C., W. G. Burgess (86) be made unani- 
mous. A motion was put and was unanimously adopted, to that effect. 

Past Division Commander F. V. Bell was requested by the Com- 
mander-elect to act as Installing Officer, and he in turn requested P. C., 
G. W. Clapp (44) to act as Guide during the installation. 

The names of the officers-elect were read by the Division Secretary. 
Division Commander-elect Moran announced the following appointments 
on his Staff:—Division Secretary, P. D. C., W. L. Anderson; Division 
Treasurer, P.-C.-in-C., F. E. Bolton; Division Organizer, P. C., G. B. 
Stratton (70). All were then duly installed. 

Division Commander C.H. E. Moran: Commander-in-Chief and 
Brothers of the Massachusetts Division; you have heard many speeches 
during the two days we have been here. I am not going to attempt to 
talk to you at any length this afternoon. I am as conscious of the responsi- 
bility I am now about to assume as I am of the high honor you have 
conferred upon me. To properly carry out the duties of this office, I shall 
need the assistance and cooperation of every member of the Division. 
To them I look for help and cooperation, and the support of my brother 
officers. And if we have that I assure you, Brothers, we will do all we can 
+o advance the interests of the Massachusetts Division. To be the Com- 
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mander of the Massachusetts Division is the highest honor that any 
member in Massachusetts can aspire to, and, Brothers, I appreciate that 
honor and I trust I will never violate the confidence you have placed in 
me. (Applause.) 

P. D. C., E. H. Lynds: We have listened to the remarks of the visiting 
Brothers. Our local auxiliary presents the new Commander this traveling 
bag, with their best wishes that he may have a successful year. 

(Commander Moran expressed his surprise and pleasure at receiving 
the gift.) 


PAST DIVISION COMMANDER’S BADGE 


Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton: May I be the first one to 
address Brother Weiler as Past Division Commander Weiler? More than 
any man I have ever heard of in the Organization, Brother Weiler has 
always worked for its advancement. He has contributed more than any 
individual I know of. Certainly when he was elected as Division Com- 
mander he was only given the office which he had earned, and you gave 
it to him unanimously. Of course he is going to have a Past Commander’s 
badge. He would feel pretty bad if he didn’t get one. I want to add a 
personal word, too, of how much of a pleasure it is for me to be privileged 
to hand him the badge, because I have been associated with him very 
closely all these years. I can remember you, Harry, the first time I ever 
saw you—in the Camp at Medford. He had a banjo on his knee and was 
twanging it more or less inharmoniously for the Organization. Harry, 
you are as fine a character; as honest, as upright, as sincere, as loyal, a8 
devoted, as a man could ever know. I want to say that you are the out- 
standing Son of the Division and we are mighty proud of you. (Applause.) 
In pinning this badge on your breast, I only say that it should be what 
they used to have in the Organization, a gold cross for distinguished 
service; but this is the best we can offer in Massachusetts,—the admiration 
of every brother who has known you. 

Past Division Commander H. F. Weiler: Brother Bolton and Brothers 
of the Encampment: It would be folly to say this was unexpected. I 
expected to retire today as Division Commander just as truly as I expect, 
a year from now to stand at the left end of the line of Past Commanders. 
Past Commander Bradford will be on the right, and I hope to be the man 
on the left; the Junior Past Division Commander. I hope that a year 
from now, when that occurs and I am again introduced to you as a Past 
Division Commander, that I will be able to feel in my consciousness, and 
that you will be able to see by the evidence, that I have been able to give 
more service to the Order, as Past Division Commander. I am out of 
every Office in the Order, a truly unusual feeling for me. I am on no 
committee. Ihave no duty. But I will wager that before the year is done, 
I will in some way further manifest my interest in the Order. (Applause.) 
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GIFT OF GOLD 


P. D. C., Dr. E. W. Homan: A year ago it was my pleasure to stand 
here and assist in inducting Brother Weiler into office as Division Com- 
mander. Brother Weiler’s year is over, and those of us who have been 
through the mill know just how he feels tonight. There are a great many 
things that have been left undone that he wishes that he had done. There 
are a great many things that we wish we had done for him that have been 
left undone; but after the story has been told and the records of the year 
have been written, we know there will never be written upon the records 
of the Sons of Veterans Organization any more loyal, devoted service than 

‘this year that Harry Weiler, has given, not to mention the years of the 

past in which he has served us. As somebody said this morning, he has 
served us so faithfully that he has never had time to give to the affairs the 
rest of us have, to devote to his own selfish love and amusement, and as a 
result has never been married. That is a matter, of course, that Brother 
Weiler is his own boss about, and in spite of the divergence of opinion, I 
am near enough to Harry that I don’t think he will get married for a 
while yet. 

It isa very great pleasure that I have to come here at this last moment 
of our Encampment and bring to Harry a tribute from the Massachusetts 
Division. This tribute comes unsolicited from the membership of our 
Organization. No salary gocs with the office. There could not be any 
salary that could be paid. Unsolicited there comes to the office a gift at 
the end of the year. Some have received watches, and other things. They 
are our most precious treasures. Brother Bolton has just given Harry 
this very pretty silver cross. Harry will treasure it as he lines up with the 
little group in the years to come. This gift I am going to present is golden. 
Nearer to the golden cross Fred spoke of, because these that are in here 
are gold. (Applause.) 

P. D. C., H. F. Weiler: I have learned to like you all. I know this 
tribute comes from the hearts of many Brothers. I shall accept it in the 
spirit in which it is offered and shall use this money to purchase some 
memento that is worthy of you. I have got to have a little time to plan 
it out, but it will be some memento that will recall to me, if need be, the 
year of service with you, and for you. (Applause.) 

Encampment closed at 7 p.m. 
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Report of Credential Committee 


F. J. Bradford 


ENCAMPMENT ATTENDANCE 


Past Commanders-in-Chief 
J. B. Maceabe 
F. E. Bolton 
H. D. Sisson 


Past Division Commander 
G. Richardson 


C. F. Sargent: Rey. A. A. Bronsdon 
L. C. Couch Dr. E. W. Homan 
E. H. Lynds F. V. Bell 
J. H. Wentworth ¥. E. Upham 
J. T. Wellington W. L. Anderson 
F. L. Kirchgassner E. F. Atwood 
H. H. Hale 
Division Officers 
Commander, H. F. Weiler 
J. V. Commander, N. H. White 
( W. T. McDonald 
Council, W. T. Darling 
( C. A. Parker 
Patriotic Instructor, Col. F. G. Bauer 
Publicity Secretary, W.H. Libbey 
Musician, C. F. Maxwell 
Assistant Organizer, G. B. Stratton 
Camp Commanders 
Camp 
E. A. Cross 50 E. W. Howland 
E. L. Merrill 51 <A. P. Stoddard 
J. H. Morgan 52 H.C. Richardson 
J. Buckley 54 C. Brooks 
F. P. Gatchell 56 I. W. Perkins 
B. T. Dexter 58 W. J. Davis 
R. E. Burnham 61 F. F. Johnson 
H. L. Shaw 62 N. Towle 
F. I. Mullett 64 W.S. Young 
T. L. Paull 70 LL. H. Rowe 
E. A. Cauldwell 72 C.T. Tobin 
C. J. Snyder 74 C. G. Plummer 
G. B. Cook 75 W.L. Fiske 
G. R. Smith 77 ¥. W. Donahue 
C. A. White 79 P.G. Tyler 


Camp 
80 F. M. Bancroft 
81 R. L. Smith 
84 D. F. Wilbur 
85 W. E. Brown 
86 W. G. Burgess 
89 E.S. Atwood 
96 C. G. Kelley 
101 W.S. Randall 
102 E. F. Lawrence 
Camp 
1 4H. J. Perry 
J. A. Metcalf 
C. T. H. Woodhall 
2 J. E. Wood 
3 F. E. Warren 
L. G. Mitchell 
4 L.D. Badger 
H. E. Morrison 
W. H. Sampson, 2nd 
5 G. A. Derby 
W. L. Wolcott 
W. E. Holder 
L. D. Brown 
E. C. Ross 
H. 8. Holder 
E. E. Elliott 
C. T. Dolan 
6 G.E. Teague 
A. 8S. Hall 
W. E. Choate 
N. E. Giles 
W. P. Hanners 
J. P. Devine 
J. A. Stone 
E. H. Dalton 
7 N.K. Atkins 
L. A. Coleman 
R. G, Atkins 
9 W.F. Moore 
W. B. Scott 
G. A. Ray 
P, Freeman 
11 A. H. Brigham 
M. Ratigan 
12 A. L. Whiton 


Camp 

103 A. Elwell 

106 F. A. Brown, Sr. 
108 G. Converse 

109 E. W. Eaton 
111 C. G. Kibbee 
115 G. B. Cushing 
129 P. F. Seekins 
156 C. H. Pierce 


Past Commanders 


Camp 
13 E. F. Copeland 
14 N.B. Austin 
A. L, Phelan 
T. F. Doyle 
J. L. Hill 
G. E. Phelps 
15 J. E. Know 
L. W. Knox 
16 J. P. Shekan 
20 W. A. Thompson 
24 B.C, Cook 
25 A.C. Dike 
28 W. B. Olcott 
29 F. A. Perry 
30 G. F. Clapp 
H. C. Thomas 
J. B. Hatch 
M. B. Boody 
H. E. Read 
C. R. Smith 
H.R. Marr . 
R. C. Call 
J. J. Danker 
T. J. Berry 
H. M. Drown 
31 G. B. Caldwell 
33 A. L. Cammett 
34 C. R. Eldredge 
J. H. Crosby 
85 G.H. Carpenter 
W. H. Delano 
F. P. Hawes 
36 E. A. Smith 
37 L. A. Brown 
42 E W. Brown 
44 G. W. Clapp 
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Camp 


AS 


B. W. Ham 

I. W. Floyd 

O. J. Teel 

VF. T. Waugh 
C. H. Milliken 
W. I. Osborne 
H. H. Bazin 

I. G. Rhodes 
J. A. Phillips 
i. HW. Nutting 
C. 8. Houghton 
C. H. Richardson 
A. H, Adams 
G. W. Wikel 
G. Ei. Whitney 


T. Be Pr entice 
G. E. Richardson 
W. H. Johnson 
C. P. LeBaron 


C. H. E. Moran, Jr. 


T. C. Leutz 
i. Whitman 

D. K. Colgate 
G. i. Hunt 
P. R. Shaw 
Atwood 
Calkins 
F. P. Whitcomb 
1. W. Cunningham 
I. J. Proctor 
H. G. Warren 
i. BE. Proctor 
J.P. Ray 
F. MeLaughlin 
C. M. Appleton 
J.B. Parrell 
’. Bradlee 
Hn. BE. Leavitt 
. M. Wood 
*. P. Scott 
. E. Farrar 
. E. Healey 
J. F. Gebling 

A. F, Adams 

L. Finger 


Camp 
79 


156 
161 
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L. H. Palmer 
F. A. Leavitt 
8. J. Warren 
G. H. Hill 
C. L. Coombs 
L. E. Winchell 
EE. S. Fairbanks 
G. F. Brady 
G. L. Nickerson 
C. N. Carter 
H. A. Stansfield 
H. M. Litchfield 
G. G. Parsons 
L. G. Wolff 
A. G. Wolff 
F. H. Jewett 
W. M. Brigham 
W. H. Rboinette 
G. I. Perkins 
F. I. Buffum 
C. T. Miller 
Vv. N. Smith 
BE. M. Hatch 
H. A. Mayne 
G. A. Goodwin 
PF. E. Ryan 
A. D. Cobb 
J.D. Morrison 
H. V. B. Smith 
W. G. Slate 
G. W. Graves 
E. E. Bebbett 
F. E. Barrows 
W. W. Peckham 
W. H. Crocker 
J. F. O’Brien 
J. R. Byrnes 
D. C. Staples 
H. L. Loring 
A. L. Maynard 
BE. W. Baker 
L. W. Floyd 
F. A. Poster 
A. C. Drew 
J. W. Webber 
B. F. Powell 
B. H. Washington 
J.B. Hooker 


Camp 
1 J. 1. Wheeler’ 
3 D.E. Lincoln 
4 


5 


. Houde 

. E. Nourse 
F. E. Chapman 
C. A. Rich 
F. A. Brown 


J. 
D 
C. E. Burt 
L 
R 


O. A. Manuel, Jr. 


D. Manuel 

F. McCarthy 
W. Benjamin 
J. G. Clifton 
J. M. Barker 


comes) 
nD 
aie 
25 


peAt 
S 
Ss 
3 


E 

A 

. A. Makepeace 
. A. Bartlett 

D 


SRE CBee 


W. C. Ainsworth 
W. . Upham 
W. L. Conger 
I. H. Howlett 
F. C. Haynes 
Rey. E. B, Price 
W. F. Lawrence 
J. A. Shelhamer 
P. F. Hatch 
H. B. Fowle 
F, G. Little 
C. H. Boynton 
R. A. Morse 
A. R, Bacon 
H. W. Pheland 
H. S. Cummings 
S. D. Hastings 
F, E. Lewi: 
H. H. Proctor 
BE. P. Durgin 


Delegates 


Camp 


46 


48 


85 
87 
88 
92 
93 
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W. G. Ball 

F. C. Rhodes 
0. L. Ludwig 
J.C. Shelly 

W. B. Nash 

H. M. Bisbee 
e: A. Smith 

. W. Hubbard 
be Sawyer 
. W. Foley 
. M. Hardy 
. L. Bussell 
. W. Powell 
. H. Marshall 
. D. Emery 

. P. Morey 

. A. Hildreth 
. L. Reynolds 
W. A. Sill 

N. Allair 

H. W. Rogers 
A. J. W. Smith 


Shes piso ia ee 


8. J. Sinclair, Jr. 


C. L, Fish 

L. P. Ball 

W. G. Manning 
A. B. Reynolds 
A. H. Higgins 
F. Deland 

C. E. Cross 

C. N. Stearns 
R. J. Flynn 

A. A. Staples 
H. W. Barrett 
R. E, Munson 
J. Finn 

¥. J. Geyer 

G. F. Sawyer 
C. F. Stevens 
M. H. Snow 

A. Larrabee 

C. T, Fish 

J. W. Morris 
E. A. Royal 

E. P. Bradstreet 


Camp 


94 W.H. Jacobs 
96H. W. Phillips 
100 S. Phillips, 2nd 
101 A. P. Miller 
102 E. Davis 

F. L. Geggett 
104 A. W. Kelley 
105 A. L. Day 

A. L. Smith 
106 F. A. Murphy 
108 E, C. Boutwell 


109 W. E. Butterfield 


F. E. Cobb 
111 C. W. Damon 


Camp 
3 


C. B. Fairbrother 


G. E. Callahan 
J. M. Sampson 
W. F. Nutter 
G. W. Adams 
G. F. Ray 

C. L. Cheeney 
H. L. Adams 
J. H. Ginty 

C. J. Houghton 
H. Matte 

A. A. Stewart 
A. E. Ricker 
F. A. Keith 

R. L. Thomas 
C. E. Rollins 
W. R. Purrows 
J. E. Locke 

i. M. Canfield 
J. L. Gray 


Camp 
113. E. D, Mann 
C. L. Sawtelle 
114 H. R. Smow 
115 J. W. H. Myrick 
118 C. D. Slocum 
124 Hy A, Earle 
129 G. W. Lea 
C. F. Bell 
H. W. W. Hardy 
130 L. H. Lawrence 
145 J. H. Wilkinson 
150 A. L. Coon 
W. M. Miller 
G. T. Fuller 
158 B.S. Whittier 
Alternates 
Camp 
58 J. F. Cox 
70 W. D. Wright 
72 W. Collins 
74 A. E, Leavitt 


75 
78 


81 
87 
98 
101 
106 


109 
116 
132 
150 
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C. E. Scarborough 
G. R. Beckman 
F. J. Balke 

G. C. Boynton 
A, W. Simington 
A, Larrabee 

C. A. Perkins 

S. R. Flagg 

W. A. Brown 

F. A. Brown, Jr. 
A. A. Woodwell 
J. E. Berry 

K. L, Tubman 
H. D. Say! 


